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c:--~Al' TER I 
THE LIFE OF THE R:SVEREND ROBERT TERRILL RUNDLE 
I. THE STUDY 
The Purpose Q1 ~Study. The purpose of this 
dissertation 1 s to describe and evaluate the missionary 
work done by the Reverend :Fbbert Terrill Rundle on the 
Saskatchewan. Now, for the first time, a systematic attempt 
..., 
has been made to gather together all the available material 
cone erning R.mdl e, to correct certain errors long accepted 
about his life and work, and to present new information 
about him. 
The Importance of ~ Study. The religious hi story 
of Western Canada cannot be correctly understood apart from 
Robert Rundle. He laid the initial foundation of the present 
flourishing Protestantism of the modern prov:lnces of 
Alberta and Saskatchewan, and to a lesser extent, of northern 
Manitoba. He is primarily responsible also for the 
establishing of the a-~ri stian religion among the Indian 
tribes of the Assinaboines, Blackfeet, Crees, Sarcees, and 
Stonies. Venturing where no other missionary dared to go for 
at 1 east thirty years after him, he preached the Gosp e1 in 
the camps of the Bl9.ckfeet, "Mohawks of the West". Moreover his 
work contributed largely to the peaceful acceptance of the 
rule of the White Man by the Indian, and the prevention of 
wholesale strife and bloodshed. Men like Rundle, through 
2 
the Cree Syllabic system of writing, taught the Indians to 
read and write. The flexibility of the system enabled an 
Indian of &verage intelligence to learn the rudiments of 
reading and writing in a short time. Rundle also taught the 
Indians to sing the Christian hymns, and in true Methodist 
fashion to lead worship and speak their religious experience. 
One Mission Station is due to his labors, namely Pigeon Lake 
Indian School, and two indirectly, namely those of Morley 
and Edmonton, both Indian residential extablishments. 
~ Organization ~ Chapters. This work will 
follow to a large extent the Journal of Rundle. Naturally 
there will be some unavoidable repetition of locale, since 
Rundle visited all his mission points regularly over an 
eight year period. The second chapter deals with the birth 
and upbringing of the missionary, up to the point where he 
offers himself for the wilds of the Canadian West. It 
endeavors to draw the background of Rundle's environment, 
and the effect which his religious forebears had on him. 
Sketching the outline of Christian missionary work 
in the West, the third chapter introduces the Roman and 
Anglican missions of the Red River Colony of southern 
Manitob~, and what is now the province of that name. The 
introduction by the Hudson's Bay Company of the Methodist 
preachers is then discussed, and the reasons for the 
invitation. 
Following the Journal of Rundle, 1 Chapter 4 
supplements its deficiencies by the reports of Rundle 
published in the Methodist Magazine,l840-45, and describes 
the journey from England by way of Liverpool, New York, 
Montreal, and the various Company forts en route, to 
Edmonton House on the Saskatchewan. 2 Mention is also made 
of Rundle's missionary work at Norway House at the head of 
Lake Winnipeg, where he awaited his Superintendent, James 
Evans. 
Rundle's initial work at Edmonton House and the 
Mountain House, as Rocky Mountain House is often called, 
is described and evalua·ted in the fifth chapter. Especial 
attention is given to his labors at the latter fort among 
the Assinaboines, Blackfeet, Crees, and Stonies. 
1 Hereafter Rundle's Journal will be called 
"Journal"• 
2 The names "Fort", "House", "Factory", "Post", 
are all interchangeable with respect to the Hudson's Bay 
Company establishments. 
3 
4 
The sixth chapter follows the Missionary in his 
itinerary from the North Saskatchewan River north to the 
Athabasca system or waterways. Fort Assinaboine, on the 
Athabasca River, is reached, and the Missionary uses the 
river to visit Lesser Slave Lake and its tort. Carlton House 
and Fort Pitt, down the North Saskatchewan River from 
Edmonton, also form part of Rundle's itinerary. The visit 
of the Reverend James Evans, Rundle's Superintendent, on 
his way around his wide superintendency, is described.3 
Dealing with Rundle's effective work among the 
Assinaboines and Stonies or the Rockies, the seventh 
chapter follows him up and down the Bow River, as the 
South Saskatchewan River is known in its upper reaches. 
His contacts with Thibeault and Bourassa, Roman priests, 
are related, as also his difficulties with their teachings 
and practices. 
In the eighth chapter the Reverend Pierre DeSmet, 
Belgian priest, of St.Mary's Mission in the Bitterroot 
Mountains or Idaho, arrives at the Mountain House. His 
3 Evans says(Methodist Magazine,l843,p.225) that 
after spending a few weeks with Rundle at:maMonton, he 
intends visiting by snowshoe and dogcarriage Forts Jasper, 
Assinaboine, Lesser Slave, Dunvegan, Vermilion, Chipewyan, 
Fond du Lac, La Crosse, Green Lake, and Cumberland House, 
altogether some a,ooo miles. 
5 
mission to the Blackfeet, who are driving his Flatheads fro.m 
the buffalo grounds, is unsuccessful. His associations with 
Rundle are related. A·fter the departure of the priest, 
Rundle goes into the heart of the Rockies, where he stands 
on the site of modern Banff, and climbs the mountain named 
after him. On his way back to Edmonton he suffers a severe 
accident. 
We trace the final labors of Rundle on the 
Saskatchewan in the ninth chapter. He establishes the 
mission at Pigeon Lake, and then leaves the West forever. 
His subsequent ca~eer in England occupies the tenth chapter, 
and the eleventh and final chapter is given over to a summary 
of Rundle's life and work, the conclusions drawn as to his 
standing in the religious life of Western 6anada, and the 
debt which Western Canadian Protestantism owes to him. 
II. RGIEW OF PREVIOUS RELATED STUDIES 
~ Reason !2£ ~ !!! .r.e_r_e_r_en=-c-e.s. The previous books 
and pamphlets which have attempted to describe the life and 
work of the Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle are few in number 
and lacking in information. The reason for this is clear. 
They did not possess any primary material on Rundle, and 
very little secondary material. The former, consisting of 
the notes and jottings of his missionary activities on the 
Saskatchewan from 1840 to 1848, did not return to Canada 
6 
4 from England until 1914. For sixteen years after that they 
lay, a mass of almost illegible scribblings, until the year 
1930, when they were made into a typewritten Journal. This 
work was done by the Western historian,J.E.A.MacLeod, of 
G·~gary, Alberta, who borrowed the papers from the Edmonton 
Provincial Library. The proof that these old papers of 
Rundle were not used is evident from the fact that, as late 
as 1947, when the writer of this dissertation informed the 
Archivist of the United Church of Canada at Victoria 
University, Toronto, of its existence, the Journal was not 
known there.s Indeed the existence of the Journal was known 
oEly to a few people in Alberta. No one outside of the 
province appears to have been aware that such a document 
existed. 
4 For the detailed story of the history of the 
Journal of. post p.lO. 
5 The Librarian of Victoria University writes under 
date of the second of May1 1947, that as their library is the 
Curato~ of the United Church of Canada Archives they have 
"long wondered where the original of Mr.Rundle's diary was." 
Later she adds: 
It was unfortunate that Dr.Riddell hadn't access 
to it when he wrote his book.(Methodism in the Middle 
yes~ I think that Dr.Lorne Pierce, Chairmanof the 
rc ives Committee of the United Church of Canada, 
will be writing to ask you it this journal •• • 
could be made available for the Archives collection 
of the United Church of Canada after you have 
!'inished with it in connection with your present 
work. 
Margaret V.Ray 
The Secondary Materials ~ ~ previous authors. 
Therefore those who wrote about Rundle were obliged to use 
secondary materials. This they found in early magazines, 
periodicals, and books. Some of these were based on the few 
7 
reports of Rundle published in the Methodist Magazine,~-
45. The recollections of various people who labored in later 
times on the same gound as Rundle would provide some 
information. There were also manuscripts written by early 
settlers. One of these was "Methodism in the Winnipeg 
District" by the Reverend John Semmens, which one authority6 
claims was used by John Maclean in his Vanguards 2f Canada, 
and is the source of his errors, that is with respect to 
Rundle. Another book, Methodism in the Middle West, by J.H. 
-- -
Riddell, and a pamphlet Rundle ~ Alberta,l840-48, with the 
addition of a few volumes which make a passing reference to 
7 Rundle, or to some phase of his work, complete the list of 
references. 
6 J.P.Berry and F.G.Roe, Unpublished Manuscript 
with no name on the early history of Alberta, in longhand, 
in the Archives of the McDougall Memorial Chapel, Edmonton. 
cf.p.23. Hereafter called the Berrt-Roe Manuscrilt. Semmens 
went to Nelson House, in the Lake innlpeg Distr ct, in 
1874, as missionary, and wrote several works on missionary 
life in the North West. cf.Riddell,~·£!1•,PP•32,63. 
7 John McDougall, Saddle, Sled, and Canoe;-----, 
Western Tralls;-----,Forest, Lake, ana-Prairie; Egerton R. 
Young, James Evans; John Maclean, James Evans, a two page 
repetition of the facts about Rundle given in his Vanguards 
of Canada. 
A Consideration of Maclean and Riddell. The two - - _.......,_......,_ 
books which sketch the life of Rundle may be considered 
together since they con*ain much the same information. 
Maclean was the forma~ historian of the Methodist Church in 
Canada during the first quarter of the century. He devotes 
8 
a few paragraphs to Rundle in his descriptions of the 
outstanding worthies of the Canadian Methodist Church. 8 To 
him we are indebted for the fact that Rundle was the 
grandson of the noted Cornish evangelist, William Carvosso, 9 
and that Rundle was superannuated in 1887. However, he 
states that Rundle was converted during the "Great Revival" 
in Cornwall. This occurred in 1814. 10 Since Rundle was born 
in 1811,11 he would have been extremely precocious if this 
were true. Maclean's dates are often in error. He has Rundle 
leave the Lachine Rapids for the North West Territories on 
April 2nd,l840, although the missionary did not leave 
England until March 16th, and did not arrive in New York 
until April l2th. 12 He also states that the missionary 
8 Vanguards of Canada,p.47. This information is 
Bepeated in Maclean, Tames Evins,pp.l49,189, and thus it 
would be superfluous to consider the latter volume here. 
9 cf. Journal,p.l03; as also cf.post pp.21-22. 
10 Abel Stevens, History of Methodism,III,216; 
William;Carvosso, Ed. Benjamin Carvosso, ! Memoir .2!, .M!:.• 
William Carvosso,pp.46-47. 
11 cf. Journal,June 18th,l84l,p.4l. 
12 Journal,p.l. 
arrived at Edmonton House on September 18th,l840, when the 
correct date is October 18th.13 
9 
The other book bearing on the life of Rundle, namely 
~Me_t_h_o~d-i~sm~ !a~ Middle !!!!1 by J.H.Riddell, is a fine 
history, and a monumental work. It adds little to that said 
by Maclean, and makes the same mistakes. It also has Rundle 
retire from active work in 1889, two years later than he 
actually did, and calls Garstang Gerstang. Its accompanying 
map has Victoria occupying the place of Fort Pitt, and the 
Red Deer River is mistakenly called the Bow River. 14 
~ pamphlet Rundle !a Alberta,l840-48. This pamphlet 
was p~blished in 1940 for the Edmonton Centennial Anniversary 
of the arrival of Rundle in that area. While the pamphlet 
makes no pretenee to give a consecutive or exhaustive 
account of Rundle's life and labors, it provides a fair 
general description of his work in the West, relying a 
great deal on the Journal. However, it contains an excellent 
map of the area in which Rundle labored, a facsimile of 
13 Ibid.,October l~th,l840,p.23; Methodist Magazine, 
1843,p.75. Tne-iource of this wrror may be the same magazine, 
~~ in which is given an Introduction by some unknown to 
one of Rundle's reports from Edmonton. The date given in 
this is September 18th. James Evans, cf. Methodist Magazine, 
1843,p.75, says that Rundle left Norway House September 7th, 
and would have a journey of some two months before reaching 
Edmonton. 
14 Riddell, ~.~.,pp.l0,24-30. 
10 
a baptismal certificate bearing his signature, and a picture 
of him in advanced age.l5 
The Methodist llagazine,l840-45. A source of materiacl 
which must have been used extensively in the past is the 
Methodist Magazine,l840-45, In these are given several 
references to Rundle by his contemporaries), James Evana, 
of Norway House, and William Mason, of Lac la Pluie, as well 
as some report• sent by Rundle to the Missionary Society in 
London. These are quite helpful, especially the full account 
which Rundle gives of his trip from the Lachine Rapids, 
Montreal, to Norway House, which the Journal d6es not have. 16 
3. THE SOURCES OF THE DATA USED IN THIS DISSERTATION 
There are eight sources from which the writer has 
drawn. The first mentioned is certainly the most valuable, 
although the others are not necessarily in order of their 
importance. 
1. THE JOURNAL 
~ Histor1 £! !9! Journal. When Robert Rundle lett 
15 This original certificate is the property of the 
Reverend J.P.Berry of Edmonton, who showed it to the author. 
cf. pest pp. 15-16. 
· 16 The Methodist Mafazine,l840-45, ·references are: 
1840,269,35~33,774; 1841, 57,159,166,165; ~,884; 
~,73,83; ~,206,4~ 
11 
the Saskatchewan in 1848, he took all his manuscripts and 
notes back to England with him. After his death in 18961 
they remained in the possession of his daughter Mary until 
1914. In that year the Banff Chapter of the Independent 
Daughters of the Empire decided to call their Chapter after 
the name of the first white man to stand on the site of 
their city. Accordingly, Mrs.Warren of Banff, Alberta, wrote 
to Mary Rundle in England requesting information about her 
father, the Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle. Mary Rundle 
forwarded to Banff his notes made during the Saskatchewan 
mission. There they were used to prepare an address on the 
life of Rundle at the celebration of the naming of the 
O~pter, and then forwarded to the Provincial Library at 
Edmonton, the capital city of Alberta. There the notes lay 
until 1930, when J.E.A.MacLeod of Calgary, Western historian, 
borrowed them from the Library and had four typewritten 
copies made. The resulting product is what we call Rundle's 
Journal. After completing his task, Mr.MacLeod returned the 
material to Edmonton with a copy of the Journal. Since 
that time the primary Rundle material has disappeared.l7 
17 Mrs.Gostick, the Librarian of the Provincial 
Library, Edmonton, in 1947 furnished the writer with the 
information that a former employee of the Library, who had 
been dismissed, had left the Archives in a deplorable state. 
When examined, they were fouhd to be lacking several valuable 
records, of which the Rundle material was one. Mrs.Gostick 
was of the opinion that the primary Rundle material had been 
destroyed since diligent search had revealed no trace of it. 
12 
The original papers were, according to Mr.MacLeod, whom the 
writer interviewed in 1947, scribblings on loose pages of 
yellow manila paper, scarcely decipherable in parts, and 
full of abbreviations and crJPtic allusions. 
There are five copies of the Journal in existence. 
In addition to the one which the writer possesses, there 
are four originals which belong respectively to ¥r.MacLeod, 
Mr.Nelles V.Buchanan of Edmonton, the Provincial Library 
at Edmonton, and another person whom Mr.MacLeod does not 
remember. The Journal consists of 103 pages of typewritten 
material. It begins March 16th,l840, when Rundle left fnem 
Liverpool, England, in company with the Reverends William 
Mason and George Barnley,18 on the ss Sheridan for New YoDk 
and the West, and ends September 3rd,l848, on his arrival 
back in England. Of these 103 pages, all but one contain ~ 
consecutive account of the Missionary's travels in the 
West. The last page contains a letter by Mary Rundle 
18 cf. Journal,p.l, which gives "George Burnley". 
The Reverend George Barnley is intended, however, as is 
~indicated by the. Methodist Magazine,la4o,p.774, where 
there is a notice of the landing of ~missionaries at 
New York. The mistake is to be attributed to the person 
who typed the CQpiea for Mr.MacLeod. Tr1is person also 
uses American spelling in places. 
13' 
to Mrs.Warren of Banff. 19 On the same page is a brief typed 
account of the main facts of Rundle's life, 20 probably 
19 The letter., dated January 9th,l914, is as 
follows: 
You will be glad to hear that I am sending the 
p~pers by mail. You will be disappointed, more especially 
(as I am) with the scanty records of s:ame parts of the later 
years. But we must remember that Father was a missionary 
pure and simple. Everything gave way to his missionary 
duties, and as these increased, he had little time for 
anything else. I believe he always wrote up his journal to 
send to the Mission House in London and also to his frienda, 
though I can find only mere jottings to send you • • • • I 
should like very much to hear your paper given to the 
I.O.D.E. and hope that you will tell me all about it. We are 
much pleased to hear that they have honoured our Father's 
memory by calling their Chapter after him. I shall be amply 
repaid for the trouble to which I have gone in regard to 
the papers if it helps in any way to perpetuate the memory 
of his work, which he loved so well, and of which he thought 
so much., even to the end of his life. 
Mary Rundle. 
20 The account runs as follows: 
The Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle was born 
June 18th,l8ll, at the village of Mylor in Cornwall. He was 
accepted for the Wesleyan Ministry in 1839(28 years old) 
and sent to college in September of that year., but in the 
following Spring, he gave up the advantages of a college 
training in order to become a missionary. 
March 16th,l840, he sailed for New York. He 
died at Gartang(sic),Lancashire., in the 85th year of his 
age, February 4th,l896. 
For the Obituary Notice which appeared in the 
Minutes of Conference for 1896 cf.post p.l54. This notice 
the writer received from Irene Longstaff, Librarian of the 
Methodist Missionary Society, London, England. This came in 
reply to a letter which the writer sent in August,l95l. 
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written originally by Mary Rundle. 
The Authenticity 2f ~Journal. The Journal is its 
own confirmation. There is no apparent lack of historical 
credibility, no contradictions, and no anacronisms. The 
life and customs of the times are described with fidelity. 
There is nothing that can be advanced to disprove the fact 
tnat the original notes of Rundle, and hence the Journal, 
were written in the era in which they were supposed to be. 
The condition of the papers which Mrs.Warren received from 
Mary Rundle, dilapidated and faded as they were, ·is some 
indication of their age. 
~ Genuineness of ~ ~J_o_u~r_n_a=l· The question as to 
whether Rundle actually wrote the Journal is answered in the 
affirmative by the following considerations. 
1. The respective reports of Rundle, and of his 
Superintendent, James Evans, as published in the Methodist 
Magazine,l840-45, agree in chronology and factual data. 
2. The Journal agrees substantially with the reports 
forwarded by Rundle to the Missionary Society in England, 
and published in the Methodist Magazine,l840-45, and where 
there is any discrepancy, the veracity of the Journal can be 
substantiated from other sources. The variation, however, is 
never more than slight. 
3. The Journal of Sir George Simpson, Governor of 
the Hudson's Bay Company, has under July 28th,l841, the 
statement: 
In the afternoon we had met Mr.Rundle, the 
Wesleyan Missionary of Edmonton, who had been 
visiting a camp of Crees on the borders of Gull 
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Lake, and as that gentleman was anxious to have some 
connection with me, he returned with us to one 
encampment which we had made near the • • .Smoking 
Weed River • • • • In the morning Mr.Rundle 
accompanied us as far as the Battle River •••• 
We saw no traces of Mr.Rundle's Crees. 21 
The Journal has under the date of July 29-30,1841: 
Memorable day& Toward evening we were surprised 
by meeting the party of Sir George Simpson, the 
Governor,45 horses •••• Went with Sir George to 
Battle River. 22 
4. In the possession of the Reverend J.P.Berry, of 
Edmonton, there is an original certificate of baptism given 
by Rundle, and bearlng his signature. It is in Cree Syllabic 
21 Sir George Simpson,Narrative 2f ~ Journey round 
*he World,!§!! ~ ~,!,107-8. 
22 p.43 
which translated reads: 
This certifies that on my pastoral rounds at 
Kanekanick Prairie I baptized Marianne, the 
daughter of Chag-ta and 0-ye-o-tan, thirteen 
winters old, August 28,1843. 23 
The Journal, August 28,1843, reads: 
Met children and talked with those who wished 
to be baptized. Baptized thirteen children in the 
evening. Used baptismal service translated in Cree 
by :Mr.Harriott, and afterwards baptized eleven 
others of upper years. 24 
5. The Journal agrees with the reference made by 
Paul Kane,the artist, in his book.25 Describing Christmas 
Day, 1847, at Edmonton House, when they all sat down to 
dinner at 2:00p.m., he says there were: 
Mr.Harriett, the chief, and three clenks, Mr. 
23 The writer was shown this original baptismal 
certificate by the Reverend J.P.Berry, of Edmonton. The 
translation was made by the Rev.Dr.R.B.Steinhauer, son 
of H.B.Steinhauer, the Ojibwa assistant to James Evans. 
24 p.64 
25 Paul Kane, Wanderings of an Artist among the 
Indians of North America,p.374. -- --
16 
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Thebo, the Roman Catholic missionary from Manitou 
Lake, about thirty miles off, Mr.Rundle, the 
Wesleyan missionary, who resided within the pickets, 
and myself.26 
Contrast with this Rundle's laconic: "Rece!:ved an 
invitation to dine with Mr.Harriott at the fort. Dancing 
at night in the English House.n27 
The Incompleteness .2£. !!!!, Journal. The Journal, 
however, is incomplete, and often quite desultory. It omits 
the mention of important and interesting personages, and 
fails to record thrilling escapes from death, and unusual 
experiences. Paul Kane mentions two such incidents.28 The 
26 cf. post p.l46 for an account of the dinner. 
27 Journal, December 25th,l847,p.98. 
28 Kane, ~.oit.,p.ll6. Under date of September 
llth,l845 -- the Journ-a! has no entry between August 26th 
and September 23rd,i845 -- Kane says that Rundle met them 
at Carlton House to journey back with them to Edmonton. He 
relates how the antics of Rundle's tame cat threw Rundle 
off his horse, much to the amusement of the Indians, with 
whom Rundle was popular. On their way back to Edmonton 
Rundle lagged behind. The country was swept by a fierce 
prairie fire, but Rundle took shelter on the bend of t~e 
Saskatchewan River. On p.388 Kane relates another incident 
which almost cost Rundle his life. The sleigh dogs kept 
at the various Company establishments were very savage, 
being half wolt.A band of these brutes attacked Rundle 
near Edmonton, and nearly overwhelmed him. He was saved 
by an Indian woman who heard his cries. 
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Journal has no account of the trip from the Lachine Rapids, 
Montreal, to Norway House, for instance. Of course, the 
Journal was originally merely a collection of hasty notes, 
"jottings" as Mary Rundle calls them. 29 They were made as a 
basis for those reports which all Missionary Societies 
expect from their servants. Moreover, Rundle would have 
neither the time nor the opportunity to write his 
experiences fully.30 
Many of the personal names, and names of places, are 
recorded phonetically, obviously caught from some indistinc~ 
utterance in a strange tongue, and for which, too often, no 
recognized spelling existed. Men in those days spelled their 
names differently on occasion. In other instances Rundle's 
bald allusion to some "George", or "James", while sufficient 
to identify the person later to Rundle himself, is puzzling 
to the reader. Undoubtedly some of the notes of Rundle were 
lost before ever they got to England, or arrived back in 
Canada. 
29 of. ante p.l3. Letter to Mrs. Warren of Banff. 
30 To Rundle, the keeping of a diary was a secondary 
matter. A,s Mary Rundle says in her letter to Mrs. Warren 
of Banff, of. ante p.l3, her father was 11 a missionary pure 
and simple." Everything gave way to his missionary duties, 
and if there was one soul to save, then the writing of the 
record could wait. 
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2. THE METHODIST MAGAZINES OF THE YEARS AFTER 1848 
- _ __,_ -
With the idea of discovering information on the life 
of Rundle after his return to England in 1848, the author of 
this dissertation searched the Methodist Magazine from 1849 
to 1900. The result was somewhat disappointing, although 
some facts were obtained. The magazines of 1849,1850,1861, 
1886, and 1890 all supply valuable information, which has 
not been included in any description of Rundle's life 
previously.31 Unfortunately there are no accounts of his 
activities, or superannuation, or death, although the 
magazine of 189032 gives proof that he was still alive at 
the age of 79 years. 
3. THE BERRY-ROE MANUSCRIPT 
The History £! 1h! Manuscript. This document of some 
170 pages is written in longhand, and is the product of two 
men, the Reverend J.P.Berry, of Edmonton 1 and Mr.F.G.Roe, 
formerly of Edmonton. Both men have lived a long time in the 
West. Their work was done with the idea of publication, and 
purported to be an early history of Alberta. Eventually the 
authors placed their work in the Archives of the McDougall 
31 The references are: ~,967; ~1 955; ~~ 
1132;~,941; ~,558. ! 
32 p.558. For Rundle's Obituary cf.post pp.l54-155. 
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Memorial Chapel, Edmonton. Mr.Berry informed the writer of 
its existence, and full permission was given to use any part 
for the purposes of this dissertation. 
~ Value 2f !h! Manuscript. The document is full of 
facts about the West. It is somewhat rambling, and lacks 
plan. But it has a wealth of information about many things. 
The document traces some of the wanderings of Rundle, gives 
facts about the places which he visited, and disentangles 
same of the ambiguous and obscure references in the Journal. 
There are many valuable comments upon the Indians and their 
customs, and stories about the leading chiefs, such as 
Maskepetoon, the great Cree, one of Rundle's converts. 
4. MR.J.E.A.MACLEOD OF CALGARY 
To this Western scholar we are indebted for the 
existence of the Journal in its present form. He also gave 
us the description of the primary Rundle papers, and the 
history of their arrival in Canada. The writer is grateful 
to him for information on Rundle's travels along the Bow 
River, and for guidance in investigation. But for Mr. 
MacLeod we might have no Journal at all. 
5. THE HUDSON'S BAY COMPANY EMPLOYEES 
To the employees of the Hudson's Bay Company in the 
21 
oity of Edmonton the writer is indebted for information 
concerning the early history of Fort Edmonton, its condition 
before it was destroyed to make room for more beautiful 
things, and ita various movements from place to place. In 
talking to some of the men who actually shipped the early 
Hudson's Bay Company records of the area to London, England, 
the author gleaned information regarding early Edmonton 
which proved useful. 
s·. THE AJITIST, PAUL KANE 
The volume by Paul Kane, already referred to,33 
throws considerable light on the character of the missionary 
Robert Rundle, for Kane relates incidents, and reaeals 
traits, which Rundle himself would never have countenanced 
making public. Kane's descriptions of the West and its ways 
' 
are magnificent, and reveal a colorful life that would never 
materialize from out the pages of the Journal. 
7. THE DIIRI OF WILLIAM CARVOSSO 
This diary is found in A Memoir !21. !£• William 
Carvosso, edited by his son, the Reverend Benjamin Carvosso. 
It is the intimate and revealing Journa,l of a saintly and 
33 of. ante pp.l6-17. 
evangelistic Christian man, the grandfather of Robert 
Rundle. In this book we rece~Ye a keen insight into Rundle's 
family background, and the proof that William Carvosso had 
only one daughter, Grace, who was married to a man named 
Rundle. 34 Here is a wealth Of light on the missionary's 
early days. The simplicity and piety of the family which 
produced Rundle is painted clearly and simply. 
8. THE RECOLLECTION OF THE REVEREND MR.STALEY 
IF 'he testimony of the years is to be believed, the 
Rundle who returned to England from the Saskatchewan was 
thought to be somewhat peculiar when he related his 
Western experiences. In this connection the writer had it 
of the Reverend Mr.Staley of the Indian Residential School, 
Edmonton, that when he was in charge of the Indian School at 
Morley, Alberta, a female relation of Rundle came from South 
.Africa to visit the haunts of her ancestor. She remarked in 
passing that the stories which Rundle told in England were 
not received with much enthusiasm. Similar incidents can 
be duplicated in the annals of the West. 
THE 1mTHOD OF PROCEDURE 
This dissertation will follow, to a large extent, 
34 cf.Carvosso,2£•£!l•,P•223. 
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the continuity of the Journal. This will entail, of course, 
a certain amount of repetition, but to use any other method 
might give an artificial perspective. As we proceed, the 
information provided by the Journal will be amplified by 
that of the various sources. Care will be taken to 
reproduce the life of the era with fidelity by constant 
allusion to the manners and customs of the period. Above all, 
an attempt will be made to show the unique contribution of 
Rundle to the educational and religious life, not to 
mention the political life, of the Saskatchewan of the past, 
and of this day and generation. 
CHAPI'ER II 
THE LIFE OF THE REVEREND ROBERT TERRILL RUNDLE UP TO m!B 
TIME OF HIS LEAVING FOR THE WEST 
Birbh and Environment. Robert Terrill Rundle was 
-
born in the most south-westerly of all the counties ot 
England, Cornwall. He first saw the light of day in the 
hamlet of Mylor, on June 18th,l811.1 This village stand& at 
the mouth of Mylor Creek, an offshoot of that extensive 
inlet known as the Falmouth Roads, which penetrates almost 
half way across the county to Truro. These Rundles were 
evidently Cornish in the :main,2 although they are found 
spread out over the adjoining county of Devon, where one of 
the name held a manor in the reign of Henry the Eighth. 3 
The name ~y be a corruption of Arundel, the house which 
exercised such a powerful influence in the West Country • 
.!!!!, County .£!. !!!.!. Birth. Bounded b'p the A:·tlantic 
Ocean to the west, and the English Channel to the south, 
Cornwall is a peninsula 75 miles long, and 45 miles broad 
at its base. It is a land of windswept moorlands and cliffs, 
l cf. Journal,June 18th,l84l,p.41, where Rundle 
celebrates his thirtieth birthday. 
2 Henry B.Guppy, The Homes £!Family Names in 
Great Brita1n,pp.l5,1031 11!;!45. --
3 Ibid.,p.ll3. 
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one of the last great homes of baltic Christianity, and the 
final part of the British Isles to submit to the Saxon. 
The folk of Cornwall have been from time immemorial a hardy, 
seafaring race, producing more than their share of land and 
sea rovers through the centuries. 
His lineage and~ effect. Thus it would be strange 
if Rundle did not have adventurous blood in his veins• 
Indeed, at least one of his forebears, his maternal great-
grandfather,4 spent most of his life at sea, and died in 
a naval hospital. 
We know little of Rundle's life before he became a, 
Methodist minister. However, the facts which we do possess 
are very weighty. He was raised in an atmosphere of fervid 
Methodist doctrine and practice !'rom the cradle. He was the 
grandson of William Carvosso, 5 a man of saintly life and 
unflagging zeal for the cause of Christ, and an unpaid 
evangelist among his native Cornishmen. Carvosso, whose 
4 William Carvosso, Ed. Benjamin Carvosso,2£•£1i•, 
pp.29-30. This William Carvosso was Robert Rundle's mother's 
father. cf also Maclean, Vanguards of Canada,p.47. Speaking 
of his father, William says: "Of myfather I knew but little. 
He went to sea in a trading vessel, when I was very young, 
and was afterwards taken by a press-gang and put on board 
a man-of-war. He continued in the King's service many year$1 
and died in Greenwich hospital." 
5 cf. Journal,p.l03 
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daughter Grace6was the mother of Robert Rundle 6 was probably 
one of John Wesley's associates in the last years of that 
great ministry. Carvosso was a "lay St.John", and an example 
of the best lay life of the Apostolic Church.7 At least one 
of his intimate associates, Richard Wright, a traveling 
preacher, was sent to America by Wesley.a Benjamin Carvosso, 
the son of William, and the editor of the book written from 
his diary, preached the Gospel as a Methodist minister in 
New South Wales for ten years. 9 Alice Carvosso, the wife of 
William, died in her sixty-fourth year.lO A well educated 
woman of profound religious convictions, she delighted in 
reading religious works, and was well acquainted with all of 
Wesley's sermons. Her charity was proverbial in the community. 
At the time of John Wesley's first visit to Cornwall 
in May,l743, he encountered strong opposition, but soon the 
south-west of England became a hot-bed of Methodism. William 
Carvosso was a product of this intense revi~al, and in later 
years, having prospered in a financial way, he devoted all 
6 Daniel Wise,A Saint*! and Successful Worker,p.83. 
Carvosso had three chiTdren. H s only glri married a man 
named Rundle. One of the boys, Benjamin, became a minister. 
7 Stevens, ~·£!l.,III,279. 
8 Carvosso, 2£•£!l•,P•54. 
9 ~.,pp.96,267. 
10 cf.Methodist Magazine,~,p.l45 for her Obituary. 
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his leisure to evangelism. At the age of 65, his wife having 
died JUly lst,l813, William Carvosso in 1815 went to live 
with his daughter,ll Grace, at Dowstall, in the parish of 
Mylor, about three miles from Ponsanooth, Cornwall. There he 
remained until his death in 1835, except for the numerous 
trips which carried him off on his errands of evangelism. 
Robert Rundle was born when his grandfather, at the 
age of 61, was at the height of his preaching power, and 
attained the age of 24 before his grandsire died. Although 
the aged saint would have attained the allotted span before 
the younger would be able to listen very intelligently to 
his sermons, yet it is conceivable that much of the old fire 
would remain. Yet while the elder does not appear to have 
been a remarkable speaker, the evidence goes to show that 
he achieved wonderful results in beinging men to Christ 
by personal contacts. Not only did William Carvosso bring 
his own children to Christ, but his grandchildren too. One 
such example is Robert's elder brother, William. 12 He was 
converted in a meeting led by his grandfather, and at a class 
meeting held soon after, he rose and cried:"My soul is 
11 Carvosso, ~·£!i.,p.61. 
12 Ibid.,p.233. William Rundle was born in 1808 1 
three years oe?Ore Robert. He died because of a ruptured 
blood vessel. 
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like a ship in full sail on the boundless ocean of redeeming 
love."13 Although he died a month later, in 1827, at 19 
years of age, he showed every evidence of a sound Christian 
experience. 
Robert himself was deeply moved by his grandfather's 
life and teaching, and was himself converted in a series of 
meetings led by the elder man. 14 While still young he began 
to speak at meetings, and later preached, but it was not to 
be in his native county for long. God had selected him for a 
land far wilder than the wilderness of Dartmoor, and more 
rugged than the stormy fastnesses of Tintagel Head. 
~ Beginning 2f E!! ~inistry. Robert Rundle would 
find precedent aplenty in hia,own family circle for entrance 
into the ordained ministry. His grandfather was really a 
minister, and while not ordained, yet just as effective as 
any regular pastor. Benjamin Carvosso, Rundle's own uncle, 
his mother's brother, was a fully ordained minister of the 
Wesleyan Methodist Church. He preached the Gospel in the 
wilds of Australia. Wherever he looked Rundle would see 
13 ~-,p~233. 
14 Maclean, Vanguards £! Canada,p.46. 
devotion to Christ and His Xingdo.m. Therefore it is not 
surprising that in 1839, in his 28th year, he offered 
himself for the Wesleyan ministry, was accepted, and sent 
to college. 15 
~Hudson's Bay Company~ !h! Wesleyan Methodist 
Society Negotiations. Unlike many students for the ministry 
Rundle remained at college for only a very short period. 
The reason for this was bound up in the negotiations which 
were then going on between the Methodist Society and the 
Honourable Company, as the Hudson's Bay Company is often 
called. The Company had been considertng very seriously of 
late the religious welfare of its vast holdings. The English 
Methodist Missionary Society had also been "lOoking eagerly" 
towards Rupertsland as a new area of endeavor as early as 
1832. 16 At length the negotiations came to an end, and an 
alliance was entered into. By this arrangement the .Methodist 
Society -- which in 1839 had 73 agents in Upper and Lower 
Canada, the Maritimes, and Newfoundland, of ordained 
statusl7 __ now agreed to extend its activities into the 
15 Supplementary note to the Journal,p.l03, 
evidently added by Mary Rundle. The Methodist Magazine,l8901 p.558, states that Rundle was accepted on trial at the ----
Newcastle Conference in 1840. ct. post p.l54, Obituary. 
16 Maclean, James Evans,p.l46. 
17 Methodist Magazine,~1pp.773-4. 
Company's territories under the superintendency ot the 
Reverend James Evans.l8 
Rundle Volunteers !2£ the Canadian !!!!• The age 
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was one ot intense missionary interest. In the same year 
that the Methodist &ociety agreed to send their mission-
aries into the Hudson's Bay Territories Livingstone sailed 
tor Atrica, and men were beginning to fight against slavery. 
How many men answered the call tor the missionary work ot 
the Far West we do not know., but three Methodist ministers 
went eventually together, Robert Terrill Rundle to Edmonton. 
William Mason to Lac la Pluie, or Rainy River, and George 
Barnley to Moose Factory. On March l6th,l840, they embarke~ 
on the good ship Sheridan bound tor the North West 
Territories.19 
Rundle says nothing about his decision to go as a 
missionary to the North West Territories. It is reasonable 
to suppose that his religious upbringing was the motivating 
factor. In any case, he had the example of his uncle 
Benjamin who spent ten years as a missionary in Australia. 
18 ~.,pp.358,533,774 
19. Journal, March 16th,l840,p.l 
CHAPTER III 
THE BACKGROUND OF WESTERN CHRISTIAN MISSIONARY EFFORT 
~Hudson's Baz Companz 
~ Charter of ~ Company. To evaluate the work of 
the Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle it is neuessary to 
understand the history of two very different, yet inter-
locking things, namely the Hudson's Bay Company, and the 
Indian tribes of the Western Plains and Mountains. To know 
the former is to know the e~rly history of the White Man 
in North America; to know the latter is to comprehend the 
difficulties which confronted the servant of Christ on the 
prairies:, and mountains, and into the vast north land. 
The key that unlocks the colorful history of the West is 
the Company called, not without a touch of irony, the 
Honourable Company. 
On May 2nd, 1670, Charles the Second of England 
granted a charter to 11 The Governor and Company of Adventurers 
trading into Hudson Bay", 1the corporation to consist of his 
cousin, Prince Rupert, and certain specified associates: .• 
The charter invested the holders with absolute proprietor-
1 Douglas MacKay, The Honourable Company,pp.38-39. 
ship, subordinate sovereignty, and exclusive traffic within 
"all the lands and territories upon the countries, coasts, 
and confines of the sea etc., that lie within Hudson 
Straits."2If enforced, the provisions of this grant would 
apply only to lands whose waters drained into Hudson Straits. 
All lands whose waters drained into the St.Lawrence, or the 
Atlantic, Pacific, and Arctic Oceans would be excluded. Such 
an interpretation, however, was never insisted upon, and the 
confines of Rupertsland amounted in practice to from the 
watershed just west of the Great Lakes, roughly 60 miles 
west of the western shore of Lake Superior, to the summit of 
the Rockies, and from a line drawn east and west just a 
little north of the northern extremity of the Missouri, to 
the Arctic Ocean. 
The Crown was convinced by the revelation unfolded 
by Groseilliers and Radisson in 1668 that the vast,unknown 
territory lying west and north of the Great Lakes, abounded 
in furs and enormous potential wealth in the shape of 
fisheries, minerals, and precious stones. Besides, this 
great expanse of water known as the Hudson Bay might lead 
to the fabulous passage leading westward to the Indies and 
2 Ibid.,p.38. cf. also R.M.Martin, The Hudson's Bay 
Territories-ana Vancouver Island,p.45; Becklei1Wi1son, !he 
Great Company,p.525. · -
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Cathay, the goal of all seafaring natidns for three hundred 
years. 
The Expansion 2£ ~ Company. It is hard to realize 
that even after the Honourable Company had been operating 
!'or two nundred years that the western plains were still 
unpopulated and undeveloped. But the chief object was trade 
in furs , and not colonization. Tne 1'irst Company post wa~ 
established at the southern extremity of James Bay by 
Groseilliers, and called Fort Charles. Soon the shores of 
the Bay were studded with otner~, such as Forts York, Prince 
of Wales, and Churchill. Yet for mone than a century they 
fringed an unexp~ored wilderness, and the Company confined 
itself to a coastal trade, except for one near venture in 
1720 to Henley House, a mere 150 miles up the Albany River. 
The next attemp~ was much more pretentiou~, namely the 
establishment of Cumberland House by Samuel Hearne in 1774. 
This was situated near the Saskatchewan River just west of 
the modern Manitoba-Saskatchewan boundary, and on the south 
shore of Cumberland Lake. True, it had sent Henry Kelsey in 
1691, and Artthony Hendry in 1754, to explore westward on 
the plains, and Samuel Hearne to reach the mouth of the 
Coppermine River and return by way of Great Slave Lake 
in 1770. Yet for the first century after the Company's 
incorporation little expansion was made. 
34 
If the Company neglected to explore their lands, 
there were others who were not so backward. The French, up 
to the year 1763, had gone as far west as the Assinaboine 
and the Saskatchewan. Indeed, their voyageurs had probably 
gone to the Rockies. They had established Fort Maurepas on 
Lake Winnipeg, Fort Dauphin on Lake Manitoba, Fort Bourbon 
on Cedar Lake, and Fort a la Corne below the forks of the 
Saskatchewan. They constituted a menace to the trade of the 
Hudson's Bay Company. Even Wolfe's v~ctory on the Plains of 
Abraham did not stop their depredations. 
The Honourable Company had yet another competitor, 
the Canadian3 North West Company of Montreal. This mixture 
of French and Scotch traders pushed by way of the Great 
Lakes, through the rivers and smaller lakes, into Lake 
Winnipeg, and from thence into the heart of the continent. 
Challenging the Company on every hand, they constituted a 
serious loss in furs to the company which held the monopoly. 
After a period of strug~le, finally in 1821 the two concerns 
came together to form one organization. Under the leadership 
of Sir George Simpson the futune expansion of the Company 
was rapid and permanent. 
3 The name "Canada·," strictly should be given at 
this period to the eastern part of what we now know as 
Canada. West of the Great Lakes was the North West 
Territories. 
!a! Routes 2! !h! Companx• The main roads pt the 
North West Territories wound their tortuous way by river-
lake and portage. All the routes may be said to converge 
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at Lake Winnipeg. From Norway House one could go by main 
route anywhere. To the west one might take the Saskatchewan 
River and proceed either by the North Saskatchewan to the 
Rockies and over into the Columbia, or striking north from 
Edmonton take the Athabasca system of waterways either to 
the Columbia, or to the Arctic; or by the South Saskatchewan 
River on to the wide f,rairies and up the Bow to the Rookies. 
On proceeding north from Norway House the Churchill system 
of lakes and rivers could be utilized to reach the far north. 
To the east from Norway House were the Nelson and Hayes 
Rivers emptying into the Bay and connecting with York 
Factory. South from Norway House by Lake Winnipeg one could 
arrive at the Red River Colony, and continue by the Red 
River into what is now the United States; or breaking into 
the Winnipeg River on the east shore of the lake, Fort 
William on Lake Superior could be reached. The strategic 
position of Norway House is the reason why so many meetings 
of Company offic-ials were held there. 
!h! North !!!! Company. After the cession of Canada 
to Great Britain in 1763 numbers of fur-traders spread over 
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that country, and began to encroach on the territories of 
the Hudson's Bay Company. These individual speculators 
finally combined about 1783 into the North West Fur Company 
of Montreal. For the next thirty-eight years the two 
companies worked in opposition to each other. When one set 
up a fort the other soon arrived to do likewise, and bitter 
rivalry characterized their relations.4 It was thus that the 
fort with which this history bas most to do was founded. 
Fort Augustus. As the North Saskatchewan River 
enters the modern province of Saskatchewan from Alberta, it 
ends a magnificent sweep which has led it northward from the 
foothills of the Rockies to within sixty miles of the 
Athabasca system of waterways emptying into the Arctic 
Ocean. Just before the river reaches its northern limit 
it is joined on its left bank by the Sturgeon River. 5 
About a mile and a half upstream from the confluence a 
stockade was built on the northern shore by the North West 
4 When the Companies amalgamated in 1821 the North 
West had 97 posts, and the Bay Company 76. A license was 
granted for the extension of the monopoly for another 21 
years. In 1838 the Company was given sole rights until 
1859. Then the land was thrown open to all settlement. 
5 Not to be confused with the Sturgeon Rivers of 
both Manitoba and Saskatchewan. 
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Company, and named Fort Augustus. This work was done in the 
;wear 1'794 by Angus Shaw and Duncan MoGill1vray, 6 who had 
come up from a North West Company post in the vicinity of 
where the modern Brandon, Manitoba, now stands. The post 
which they erected was not long alone, for their competitors: 
from the Bay Company arrived in 1'795. The posts were 
designed to attract the trade of the Blackfeet and Piegans, 
for the district was reported as being rich in furs. Angus 
Shaw had heard that the region around the confluence of the 
Sturgeon and the North Saskatchewan was 
a rich and plentiful country, abounding in all 
kinds of animals, especially Beavers and Otters, 
which are said to ~ so numerous that the Women and 
Children kill them with sticks and hatohets. 7 
Fort Edmonton. There are two accounts of ~he 
- --...-..... ............... 
founding of the first Fort Edmonton, which was the name 
given to the fort of the Bay Company opposing that of the 
North West Company. One account is given in David Thompson's 
narrati~e of his exploratory experiences in the West.8 
6 cf.W.S.Wallaoe, Documents relatinf to the North !!!! Company,pp.469 1 496, for the history ofhese two men. 
'7 of. C.Parnell,"Founding Fort Edmonton",The Beaver, 
p.3,Septem&er,l945. ---
8 J.B.Tyrrell, David ThomEson's Narrative£!£!! 
Explorations in Western Amer1oa,1'7 4-1~12,p.432. 
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The other is presented by the Archivist of the Hudson's Bay 
Company, R.H.G.Leveson Gower. 9 The former account is that 
accepted --in the absence of any other by the National 
Geographic Board, Ottawa, in 1928. But that is far from 
constituting any guarantee of its accuracy. The latter is 
an account derived by a detailed scrutiny of old Company 
records by a man well qualified to do so. Since the two 
stories are at variance, and since Leveson Gower has the 
backing of historical records, it would appear that the 
Hudson's Bay Company account is the more reliable. This 
begins with a worthy named William Tomison, who joined 
the Company in 1760, and was the first Englishman to visit 
the area upon which the present city of Winnipeg, Manitoba·, 
now stands. He did a great deal towards developing the 
trade on the Saskatchewan, and when 
in the autumn of 1795 it was found requisite 
to build a house higher up on the Saskatchewan 
• • • on October 5th, Tomison arrived "where the 
Canada, companies has built houses: suring the summer~ 10 
9 R.H.G.Leveson Gower, "William Tomison", ~ 
Beaver,p.25, March,l934. 
10 ~.,pp.25-26 
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The fort which they erected was named Edmonton, 
possibly due to the fact that the Deputy Governor of the 
Company at that time was Sir James Winter Lake, the owner 
of property at Edmonton, Middlesex, England. This house was 
Tomison's quarters until 1799, with the exception of the 
season 1796-97 when he visited England, on which occasion 
he was presented by the Governor and Committee of the 
Company with a sword as a mark of esteem. 
It was in October,l795, when Tomison arrived at the 
Sturgeon. Without delay his men went up the river for pine 
logs for the buildings, and on October 13th they erected 
their first log house. The walls were of squared logs, with 
tongued ends fitting into vertical grooves made in the 
uprights. The chimneys were of stone, and the roof of small 
pine sticks covered with mud. The flooring and partitions 
were of pit-sawn planks, and the windows of parchment. 
The two,posts stood cheek by jowl until destroyed 
by the Indians in the summer of 1807. Before the turn of the 
century,the district had become depleted of furs, and 
arrangements had begun to move the forts to the site of the 
present city of Edmonton, twenty miles upstream. On the 
new location the forts were erected at the foot of the high 
bank which is near the center of the present city of Edmonton. 
Here the two forts stood on a flat piece of open land near 
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the river, and were known as Fort Augustus and Edmonton 
11 House. The twin forts ·w·ere separated by a common wall 
pierced by a doorway through v-rhich no Indian '\'tas allowed to 
go. After standing sentinel for over a century, the 
buildings were torn down in 1913, and the ground leveled 
off for scenic purposes. 
The Indian Tribes of ~ Saskatchewan. It is not 
easy to describe the Indian tribes, their customs, and their 
attitude to the White Nan, for there is great variation 
according to tribe and place. Local situations often decided 
the degree of complacency '~ich the Indian exhibited. All 
the Indians were credulous, superstitious, and improvident. 
11 The Berry-Roe lvianuscript, p.l4, has that in 1810 
Edmonton House-was moved to the forks of the Terre Blanche 
and North Saskatchewan Rivers to oppose the North \Vest 
Company House of Terre Blanche. In 1812-13 James Bird built 
a new factory at Edmonton on the site of the present 
Legislative Buildings, and the Terre Blanche House was 
abandoned. 
The pamphlet Rundle in Alberta,l840-48, has that 
the "city'' site was soon abanaoned for reasons of economy in 
favor of one farther down the river. This was located at the 
confluence of the Terre Blanche v.rith the North Saskatchewan. 
This junction occurs 11here the North Saskatche'\'lan reaches 
the most northerly bend of its course. cf. ante p.l2. 
This Terre Blanche, or vJhite I-'fud, location was chosen because 
the Indians '\'.rere proving troublesome·.;· However, in 1819, the 
two companies returned to the Edmonton site and the \~"'hi te 
Mud posts were abandoned. Now the Hudson's Bay Company did 
not build on the "lo't·ter flat", but built on higher ground, 
on which the present Legislative Buildings now stand. 
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They all believed in a great god Manitou, and &lao in a 
wicked and capricious deity who had to be placated with all 
kinds of medicine, that is to say, all manner of strange 
rituals, such as the cutting off of the ends of the fingers 
to insure vi~tory, or the ritual of the Sun Dance at which 
the braves tortured themselves by threading leather thongs 
through the tendons of their chests. 
All Indians regarded women as inferior. The Indian& 
and whites alike looked on her as little better than a pack-
horse. The Indian differed radically from the white man in 
the effect that strong liquor had on him • .A.ll that was 
bestial and primitive came forth much more readily when the 
Indian became intoxicated. 
!a! Buffalo ~ !h! Indian. Nearly all the Indians 
depended for their living on game. Most of them relied 
upon the buffalo. The animal mean~ clothing,food, shelter, 
and warmth to them in a climate that was severe. From the 
thick hide of the buffalo came coverings for their bodies 
and their tee-pees. The bones and horns made weapons, and 
articles of utility. In the lining of the buffalo's stomach 
the Indian cooked his food. Where the buffalo roamed the 
Indian roamed, and his chief prayer was for good hunting. 
For one tribe to keep another from the buffalo grounds meant 
almost certain starvation. 
Disposal £! !h! Indians ~ respect !2 !B! forts. 
The Saskatchewan District of the Hudson's Bay Company, of 
which Edmonton was the chief post, was composed of eight 
forts. The tribes of Indians were spread out over the are~ 
with respect to the forts thus: 
Fort a la Corne (La Pas) • • • Woods Crees 
Carlton House • • • • • • • • Plains and Woods Crees: 
Fort Pitt ••• • • • • • •• Plains and Woods Crees, 
Chipewyans 
Edmonton •••••••••• Blackfeet, Plains Crees, 
Woods Crees, Halfbreed$ 
Mountain House ••••••• Blackfeet, Woods Stonies 
Fort Assinaboine •••••• Woods Crees, Stonies, 
Assinaboines 
Lesser Slave Fort • • • • • • Woods Crees 
Jasper House • • • • • • • • Iroquois married to 
Cree Women, Shuswap 
The Cree5 and the Stonies. There was open warfare 
- --
between the Plains Creea and the Blackfeet as a whole. The 
Woods Stonies, located between the two, waged war on a 
small scale on both. The North Saskatchewan River, which 
derives its name from the Cree Kis-is-katchewan, swift-
flowing, was the debatable frontier between the Blackfoot 
Confederacy of Plains Indians to the south, and the Crees 
who dwelt in the forests to the north. 
!h! Blackfoot Nation. The stro~gest and most 
aggressive nation on the prairies were the Blackfeet. They 
were the Mohawks of the West, and roamed from the Rockies 
well into what is now the province of Saskatchewan, and as 
far south as the Upper Mias6uri. The Confederacy consisted 
of three tribes, the Blackfeet, Piegans, and Bloods. The 
Piegans lived most southerly of all, and were as strong 
numerically as the other two combined. A common language 
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and customs and frequent intermarriage prevented open 
warfare among the three tribes, and despite occasional feuds 
they displayed a united front against their enemies. 
~ Attitude £! ~ Trader. Surrounded on every s!de 
by savages, the fur trader had to develop an attitude wh~Oh 
was a curious mixture of caution, fearlessness, and guile, 
backed on occasion by a display of medicine. While a certain 
amount of familiarity was good for business, too ~uch was 
dangerous. In the forts the Indiana could only be allowed to 
go in certain places, and all the forts were built so that 
they could be easily defended. The trader often took a squaw 
to wife, which assisted trade, and gave him standing with 
the Indian. Yet everpresent was the danger of another 
Indian uprising, when ever7thing would be burnt to the 
ground, and the white population lucky to escape with a 
whole skin. 
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!a! Red River Colony. Since the situation of Norway 
House ~as logical with respect to entrance into the 
Saskatchewan from the Hudson Bay, so the site of what came 
to be called the Red River Colony was logical with respect 
to the route which entered the iaskatchewan from Fort 
William on Lake Superior by way of the wild Winnipeg River. 
Just south of the spot where the river enters the lake, 
another river, the Red, enter~ from the south. Not far from 
its mouth the Red River is joined by the Assinaboine. ~t 
the confluence of the two river~ was the appropriate place 
for a settlement, for communications~ were possible in all 
directions. Here it was that the Red River Colony was 
established. 
The Historz .2!. !a!_ Colonz. The first white settle-
ment of any appreciable size which arose in the North West 
Territories was that begun by Lord Selkirk on the Red River 
in 1811. He promised the settlers a missionary, but was 
unable to fulfil his bond. 
~Roman Mission. The Roman Church, however, was 
alive to the religious needs of the settlers>, and on July 
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16th, 1818, two priests, Provencher and Dumoulin, landed at 
the colony. By 1840 the Roman cause was established at four 
main points, st.Boniface, Pembina, White Horse Plains, and 
St.Francois Xavier. 
~ Anglican Mission. Two years after the arrival 
of the priests, the Reverend John West of the Church of 
England arrived at the settlement by way of York Factory on 
the Hudson Bay. By 1840 the Anglican cause was well 
established, and had erected schools for the Indians in 
several localities. 
~Hudson's Bay Company's Invitation~~ 
Methodists. It is not easy to put one's finger on the 
precise reason for the invitation extended to the Methodist 
Society by the Honourable Company to send missionaries to 
Rupertsland. Most of the authorities which deal with the 
subject appear vague. 
~ Strangeness £[ ~ Choice. The fact that a 
predominantly Anglican institution like the Hudson's Bay 
Company, manned at the frontier by so many Scotch 
Presbyterians, should ask the English Methodists to assume 
the religious oversight of its holdings, is a little unusual, 
and would seem to indicate a strong reason for the choice. 
·when one examines the situation several things emerge. 
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The first is a wave of sentiment in favor of the downtrodden 
and ill-used Indian. 
The Mission £!Doctor Alder. On his visit to Upper 
Canada in 1840, Doctor Alder, Superintendent of Missions for 
the Methodist Church, succeeded by representations made to 
the new Lieutenant Governor, Sir George A·rthur, in securing 
some remedy for the wrong done to the Indians in witholding 
from them a legal title to their lands held in commonality. 
The favor of the Government was enlisted for more intensive 
missionary work among the Indians, chiefly in the direction 
of teaching them the arts and crafts of true husbandry, and 
especially of training them in the science of agriculture. 
Doctor Alder's letter to Sir George ~thur12 announces also 
the proposals of the Methodist Society for entering the 
territory of the Bay Company. It states the need for mission 
work, and asserts that thirty missionaries are none too many 
for the vast area to be covered. 
Sir George Simpson, Governor. It may well be that 
George Simpson, Governor of the Hudson's Bay Company, was 
impressed by the work that the Methodists were doing among 
the Indians of Canada, and recommended to the Directors of 
the Hudson's Bay Company that the Methodist Society be 
12 cf.G.G.Findlay and W.W.Holdsworth, The History 
2f ~Wesleyan Methodist Missionary Society,I,~. 
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invited to send men to the Company territories.l3 However, 
when we probe deeper we find two things. The first is that 
the policy of the Company cannot be understood apart from 
the masterful personality of Simpson during the period from 
1821-60 when he was Governor; the other is that the policy 
of the Company is a vague and intangible abstraction. 
~ Influence £! George SimEson. The Hortourable 
Company could ordain, approve, excuse, or dondemn as it saw 
fit. In the North West Territories it signified the will of 
George Simpson. It would be unjust to deny that he had many 
vintues. He appears to have been a man of intense energy. 
The interests and fortunes of the Company were his god and 
his conscience. The Company knew his entire devotion to its 
interests, and thus, when he spoke, the Governors in London 
paid a great. deal of attention to his views. 
13 Methodist Magazine,l840 1 p.l57. "George Simpson 
Esq., having had his attention Oirected to the state of the 
Indian Missions in Canada, under the care of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Committee, first by Dr.Alder, one of the General 
Secretaries 1 and afterwards by the Rev. James Evans, • • .• 
he • .. •. at the close of the year 1839 1 made such 
representations to the Directors of the Hudson's Bay Company, 
as induced them to invite and encourage the Society to 
extend its Missions to the territories of the Company, ••• 
with a view to the moral and religious instruction of the 
numerous tribes of the aborigines, and to their civilization, 
and the general amelioration of their condition." 
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~ Character 2£ George Simpson. There is no doubt 
that S!mpson exhibited an unblemished and exemplary probity 
in money matters, whether with Company funds, or with the 
savings of his subordinates who entrusted their monies in 
large amounts to his financial skill. He combined in an 
extraordinary degree a statesmanlike capacity for broad 
strategic plan, with a grasp of method most detailed, at 
once the marvel and despair of his colleagues. His 
relentless energy drove his men to desperation at times. 
Yet he was as demanding on himself. 
To judge him by the standards of the Company he was 
great. Yet he was tyrannical, vindictive, and unforgiving. 
Undoubtedly he was a master o~ hypocritical and adroit 
phraseology. It is, of course, quite probable that Simpson 
recommended the invitation of the Methodist missionaries 
to the London Committee, but it is hard to believe when one 
considers the character of Simpson, for his references to 
missionaries border on the contemptuous at times. Writing 
to Andrew Colville, Governor of the Company, and Chairman 
of the London Committee, in 1822, Simpson says: 
¥r.West (Reverend John West) has some idea • 
to diffuse knowledge among the natives from the 
shores of the Pacific to those of the Bay • 
but in my humble opinion it will be attended 
• • 
• • 
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with little other good than f~iling the pockets and 
bellies of some hungry missionaries and school-
masters and rearing the Indians in habits of 
indolence. • • • I have always remarked that an 
enlightened Indian is good for nothing.14 
~ London Decision. The answer of Andrew Colville, 
who as Governor of the Company, and Chaibman of the London 
Committee, was entrusted with the task of replying to 
Simp{:lon, showed the set of the tide in London. 
It is incumbent on the Company if there was no 
settlement to have a chaplain in their country and 
at least to allow ~ssions to be established at 
proper places for the conversion of the Indians, 
indeed it would be extremely impolitic in the 
present temper and disposition of the public in 
this Country to show any unwillingness to assist in 
such an object. By uniting with the Missionary 
Society and the Settlement these objects are obtained 
safely, conveniently, and cheaply.15 
The last sentence of Colville's letter seems to 
14 Frederick Merk, Fur Trade ~ Empire, George 
Simpson's Journal,p.205. 
15 Loc. cit. 
--
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indicate motives of expediency. It may be, however, that the 
choice was largely influenced by Mr.Benjamin Harrison, 
Director and later Deputy-Governor of the Company in London, 
a man deeply interested in missionary and charitable objects, 
and profoundly influenced by the evangelical Wesleyan 
revival. He himself was a member of the famous Clapham sect 
to which Zachary Macaulay and William Wilberforce belonged~6 
At any rate, the negotiations must have been of a nebulous 
and inconclusive character since they never attained the 
stage of.transmission to Rupertsland, or they would have 
appeared in the Minutes of Council for the Northern 
Department of the Hudson's Bay Company for that period.l7 
The Hudson's Bay Company Model Missionary. 
Nothing substantial emerged from the Company's association 
with the Methodist Society until 1839. It appears that 
Simpson took his cue from the London Committee, or vice 
versa, and religion was introduced with due respect to 
considerations of policy, public opinion, safety, economy, 
and convenience. This is not to say that the missionary 
16 Ibid.,p.l81. cf.AiS.Morton, A History of the 
Canadian ~ to-rs70-7l,pp.574,63l. - -- ---
17 Edmund H. Oliver, The Canadian North-West, 
2 vols., containing the Minutes of-council for 183o-43. 
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in the field was treated in a leniBBt manner, or allowed a 
greater measure of freedom than heretofore. Simpson has left 
clear indications of what he expected from his clerical 
colleagues. 18 They should look to the Company's agents for 
advice and support, and not dictate or act independently. 
The missionary should be cool and temperate, of a calm and 
conoiliatory disposition, and not too priggish about the 
laxity of morals on the frontier. He ought to understand 
that nearly all the gentlemen of the Company had families, 
although marriage ceremonies are unknown. Unfortunately 
the type of missionary which Simpson wanted was not the 
type calculated to quit the ease and secunity of the land 
of his birth for the howling wilderness. 
The Souhhward Dr~ft £! ~ Indians. There is 
another reason for the introduction of the Methodists, or at 
least for alarm by the Hudson's Bay Company. The fur traders 
had noticed that the Indians were drifting steadily south. 
This gave them concern, for it was from the northern lands 
that they obtained the most valuable furs. At first the 
migration was mainly attributed to a desire for a more 
genial climate, but further investigation revealed that the 
18 Sir George Simpson, Journal of ~,p.83 
. -
-. -·--
true reason was a religious one. The Indians of the north 
had heard same word of a new and wonderful religion that had 
come to their brothers in the south, as much for the Red Man 
as the White Man. At last their curiosity grew so strongl9 
11 that in the words of Egerton R.Young 'family a~ter family 
embarked in their birch canoes, and started for the land of 
the South Wind, in order to find the Teacher and the Book.'" 
It seemed advisable to the Company to bring the missionary 
to the Indians rather than allow the Indians to leave the 
fur country for the missionary. Thus the Methodist 
missionaries, who seemed to be most energetic and successful, 
were invited. 20 This is the opinion of the Reverend Egerton 
R.Young, a missionary who spent some time in the North West 
Territories, and one well qualified to express such a view. 
The writer can only venture the remark, with all due respect 
to such an authority, that there is no indication of any 
wholesale migration of Indians southward in this period. 
~Status ~ Privileges £!~Company Missionary. 
The outfit and passage of the missionaries cost one hundred 
pounds sterling. 21 The formal ratification of the London 
19 John C.Lambert, ~ Romance 2£ Missionary 
Heroism,p.20l. 
20 ~.,pp.201-202. 
21 Methodist Magazine,l840,p.269. 
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arrangements by the Governing Body in Rupertsland is 
recorded in a Minute of 1841,22 of the Council of the 
Northern Department of the Hudson's Bay Company. The status 
and privileges of the missionary in relation to the Company 
and its servants are defined carefully in a further Minute 
of the same year. 23 If single, they are to eat at the public 
mess table; if married, they and their family are to live in 
a house provided by the Company, and eat privately. The 
missionaries are permitted the use of the Company's 
interpreters and craft. When needed, a special boat is to be 
provided for them, this being a half-size canoe manned by 
three men. The Superintendent alone is to be furnished a 
conveyance for winter driving, and "to be attended by not 
24 
more than two men." A, place of worship is to be erected at 
the Indian village in the vicinity of Norway House for the 
Wesleyan Mission, and a residence for Mr.Jacobs, the school 
master. The Superintendent, James Evans, is to live within 
the establishment at Norway House. All the missionaries are 
to be allowed a Commissioned Gentleman's allowance, wh~ch 
is to be forwarded to them from York Factory at regular 
intervals~ 
22 Oliver,££•£i!•,II,860. 
23 Ibid.,II,829-30. 
24 Ibid.,II,864, a repetition of the former 
Minute for ~. 
CHAPTER IV 
THE JOURNEY FROM ENGLAND TO THE WEST 
The Departure from England. The Journal of the 
Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle begins March 16th,l840, 
on the day that he and his two companions, the Reverenda 
William Mason, and George Barnley, embarked at Liverpool, 
England. The three missionaries were all bound for the 
North West Territories, Rundle for the farthest post, 
Edmonton House, Mason for Fort France~ on Rainy Lake, or 
Lac la Pluie, and Barnley for Moose Factory in the Southern 
Department of' the Hudson's Bay Company.l The ship which 
1 The Hudson's Bay Company divided its empire, for 
purposes of trade, into four divisions: 
(a) The Northern Department, or Rupertsland, the 
largest and most important, embracing an area between the 
Arctic Ocean on the north, the United States on the south, 
Hudson Bay to the east, and the Rocky Uountains to the 
west, plus the areas of New Caledonia west of the Rockies. 
(b) The Southern Department stretched from James Bay 
southward to the provinces of Upper and Lower Canada,, and 
included also the eastern slope of Hudson Bay. 
(c) The Montreal Department included the King's 
posts, and part of Labrador. 
(d) The Columbia Department comprised the valley of 
the Columbia, and after 1825, New Caledonim. In 1822 
George S-impson took over the Northern Department and the 
Territories to the west of the Rockies, and in 1826 became 
Governor-in-Chief of all the territories of the Company 
in America. 
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carried them across the Atlantic was the Sheridan, carrying 
a passenger and crew list of 400 people. 2 
New ~~ Montreal, ~~Lachine Rapids. The 
Sheridan dropped anchor in the port of New York on April 
12th, after a voyage of 26 days.3 The three missionaries 
were quartered at the home of the celebrated New York fur 
merchant, John Jacob Astor, intimately connected with the 
Honourable Company. After resting for two days they left 
for Montreal, arriving there on Good Friday, April 17th. 
Occupying some of the city pulpits on Easter Sunday, they 
were well entertained until the following Thursday when they 
left for the Lachine Rapids at the mouth of the Ottawa 
River. Here they were well received by the Company officer, 
James Keith.4 Rundle and Mason embarked in a Company canoe 
for the west, and Barnley, being appointed to Moose Factory 
in the Southern Department, went by another brigade.5 
2 The Journal,p.l, gives 4,000! Surely a mistake. 
The ship was only of 1050 tons burthen. George Barnley is 
also called "Burnley". ~.cit. 
3 Journal, April 12th,l840,p.l. of. also Methodist 
Magazine, 1B40,p.533. This confutes the statement of Maclea~ 
Vanguards O?ICanada, p.47, that Rundle left Lachine April 2nd. 
4 James Keith(l784-1851). At Lachine 1826-43. of. 
W.S.Wallace, Biographical Dictionary 2£ ~ North ~ 
Company, p.459. 
5 Methodist Magazine,l84l,pp.l60-65, gives a full 
account of the canoe journey from Lachine to Norway House. 
The Journal gives only three short references to the trip. 
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~ Cal]X)t £!!, Ma1tre !2. fE.!:1 William~ Rundle and :Mason 
were fortunate in that they had made a fast passage acros~ 
the A·.tlantic. This enabled them to catch the first Spring 
Brigade for the West, starting off fully a week in advance 
of the usual time, because of the early breaking of the 
river ice. The Reverend James Evans, however, missed the 
brigade at Sault Ste. Marie, and being forced to travel by 
smaller canoe, did not arrive ·at Norway House until seven 
weeks after Rundle. 
Leaving Lachine on April 23rd, they followed the 
customary route to the w.est. This went by way of the Ottaw&~ 
River through scenery which made Rundle wax eloquent, to 
Fort Mattawam.7 Leaving this fort on the second day of May~ 
they proceeded along ohe of the tributaries of the Ottawa 
in a south-westerly direction, tewards Lake Huron. Passing 
through Lakes Turtle and Music they sailed out on to the 
waters of Lake Nipissing. This ~ake, forty miles in length, 
drains through the French River into Lake Huron. Shooting 
down the whole of the 95 miles of this stream in one day, 
~ 6 The Canota du Maitre were the big six fathom 
(36 feet) canoes used only as far west as Fort William on 
Lake Superior. 
7· Fort Mattawan stood where Mattawan, Ontario, is 
today. For interesting accounts of this route of. Simpson, 
Narrative of a Journel round the World,l84l and l842,I, 
12-46;: Pau1Ki'ne,.2E.•.U• ,'12-s.,-;- ---
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they came, on May 6th, into Lake Huron, and three days later· 
to Sault Ste. Marie. Here they were kindly treated by the 
Company officer, w. Nourd, 8 and expected to meet with the 
Reverend James Evans. He, however, was late in leaving the 
East, and missed the brigade. The following day they entered 
upon the waters of Lake Superior, reaching the Pic Fort 
on May 15th. The officer in charge, Mr. McMurray,9 treated 
them most hospitably. Here they encountered a certain Mr. 
Hurlburt, a Wesleyan Missionary, who labored there among 
the Indians with good resulta. 10 
After a rough passage across Thunder Bay they came to 
Fort Willism, the most important post leading to the West, 
on May 17th. The agent, a certain Mr. Swanston, gave them 
every attention, and here they transferred their baggage 
8 cf. Methodist Magazine,l84l,p.l6l. Maclean, 
Va~uards of Canada",p.47, gives the name incorrectly as Nause. 
Th s woufd-read one to believe that Maclean may have used 
some other source than the Methodist Magazine,l840-45, for 
his sketch of Rundle's life, and for the account of this journey, as the Berry-Roe Manuscript says. cf ante p.7. 
9 Probably Thomas McMurray(l779-1849), father of 
William, after whom Fort McMurray on the Athabasca is named. 
cf. W.S.Wallace, Biographical Dictionary£!~ North~ 
Company,p.483. 
10 The Reverend Thomas Hurlburt, cf.Methodist Magazine, 
184l,p.l71. He was the only man who studied the ojibwa 
language analytically. He spoke the tongue with such ease 
that the Indians descrilJed him as the "Red Man in the White 
Skin~ Editorial Note, !e9.•ill• 
to smaller canoes. At the fort it was customary for the 
larger canoes to turn back with their "mangeurs de lard" 
crews, so called because of their lack of experience with 
the smaller canoes. Here the "hivernants:", or old hands, 
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took over with the smaller Canota du Nord. The dexterity of 
these men amazed even the Indians. 11 The smaller craft were 
30 feet long with a beam of less than five feet, and a depth 
of two feet. They had a crew of four or five compared with 
the ten man crew of the larger canoes. The larger canoes 
carried a five ton load, and made five to six miles an hour 
under normal conditions. Downstream, however, a distance of 
90 miles a day could be attained. The picked voyageurs of 
Sir George Simpson could maintain 60 strokes to the minute 
for long periods. They were Iroquois and French half-breeds. 
The crew of the brigade with whom Rundle traveled 
would probably start about four in the morning, stopping 
at eight for breakfast. It was not unusual after that to 
continue until an hour before sunset, with or without a 
break at midday for something hastily eaten. Every hour the 
men rested for ten minutes to fill their pipes and smoke. 
Distances were often expressed in numbers of pipes. 
11 cf. Robert E.Pinkerton,The Hudson's Bay 
Company,pp.207-214. 
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~ Canot ~ ~ !2 Norway House. From Fort William 
they followed the old canoe route up the Kaministiquia River 
and reached Dog Lake, an irregular sheet of water about 18 
miles long, on May 20th. Thence to Dog River, through the 
Lake of a Thousand Islands, and two days later across Ridge 
and Croix Lakes. After gliding through several rapids like 
arrows they arrived at Fort Frances on Rainy Lake where Mr. 
Mason was to be settled. The man in charge, Mr.A.McDobald#l2 
met the party, and they were surprised to find Peter Jacobs# 
native missionary, there.l3 Pushing on, they came to Rat 
Portage.l4 Here the sun was so hot that the thermometer 
stood 92 degrees in the shade. Rundle here baptized the 
youngest child of Mr.McKenzie, the agent in charge~l5 By 
the twenty-seventh of May they were entering the waters of 
the wild Winnipeg River. The route generally followed used 
the river for about one hundred miles and then turned 
12 ¥ost likely Allen Macdonnell(l799-1843), in 
charge of Rainy Lake District from 1835-41. cf. W.S.Wallace, 
.2I2.·ill· # 465. 
13 Fort Frances was named in honor of Sir George 
Simpson's wife, and was not far from the site of old Fort 
St.Pierre, built by La Jemeraye in 1731. Rainy Lake is a 
fine body of water 19 miles long. cf.J.B.Tyrrell#on.cit.# 
179. ~---
14 The modern Kenora, Ontario. 
15 This would appear to be Charles Mackenzie(l774-
1855) who met Lewis and Clarke on the Missouri in 1804. 
cf. W.S.Wallace, .2E.•ill• 1 469. 
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sharply to the right following the branch named the Pinawa, 
until the ma1 n stream was joined again at Lao du Bonnet. 
This was to avoid the dread portagea. 16 On the evening of 
the 29th the celebrated falls of the Point du Bois were 
reached, and here Rundle marvelled at the natura,l phenomenon 
of the Aurora Borealim, magnificent in these latitude~ 
Passing Slave Falls, on the last day of May they 
came to Fort Alexander, the head post of the Lao la Pluie 
Distriot,17situated at the mouth of the Winnipeg River. 
Here one of the canoes struck off for the Red River Colony 
to the south, and Rundle's canoe continued north on Lake 
Winnipeg. By the evening of June 5th they had arrived at 
Norway House, which stood at the mouth of the Jack River.18 
Norwat House. When Rundle arrive~ at Norway House 
the trade of the establishment was considered neglig~ble. 
16 ct. Alexander Henry, Ed. James Bain,Travels ~ 
Adventures in Cana~ and the Indian Territorie~ between 
1760-76,p.230. --- ---
17 Formerly Fort Maurepas of the French, built in 
the Spring of 1733 by Verendrye and his cousin Jemeraye. 
/ 
18 Both Riddell,~·£1l•,P•24, and Maclean,Vanguards 
of Canada,p.47, state that Rundle left Lachine A~ril 2nd and 
arrived at Norway House June 5th. The former says "a journey 
occupying at least 43 days", although his dates comprise 8l 
period of 64 daysl Incidentally the time given by the Journsl 
i.e. April 23rd to June 5th, comprise~ a period of exactly 
43 daysl 
However, it formed a convenient place for the meetings o! 
the Council of the Northern Department, especially after 
the union of the North West and the Hudson's Bay Companies 
in 1821. 
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The Historz £! Norwaz House. During the year 1814 
the Honourable Company had sent out a band of Norwegians to 
construct a winter road from York Factory to the interior. 
This road would be more direct in winter.because, due to the 
frozen nature of the ground, both muskeg and swamp could be 
crossed. The first post on the road was Norway House, on 
the west bank of the Nelson River opposite the place now 
known as Warren's Landing. The post received an influx of 
people who survived the massacre of the Red River in 1816. 
By the summer of 1817, the Jack River post, some twenty 
miles away, was abandoned, and Norway House occupied. In 
1826, after several disastrous floods, the fort was moved 
to the east bank of the Jack River. Here under Chief Traders 
John·McLeod and Donald Ross, 19 it grew steadily in 
importance. 
~ Strategic Position of Norwaz House. The position 
19 Donald Ross, appointed Chief Trader in 1829, 
was for many years in charge of this establishment. He and 
his wife, a skilled Cree linguist, gave great help to James 
Evans in his work on the Cree Syllabic. 
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of Norway House with reference to the main routes of the 
North West Territories preserved its importance, long after 
its value as a trading post had disappeared. This has 
already been described. 20 The strategic position of Norway 
House led to its being chosen as the headquarters of the 
Superintendent of the Methodist Missionary cause, and it was 
here that James Evans arrived in 1840 to become the first 
Methodist Superintendent of the North West Territories. 
The !£!! £[ Rundle !! Norway House. Robert Rundle 
was working for God under the protection of a powerful 
organization whose word was tantamount to law in the North 
West Territories. By the middle of the 19th century the 
Honourable Company had developed until it comprised 150 
posts with 25 Chief Factors, 28 Chief Traders, 150 clerks, 
and 1200 other servants. The trading districts were 38 in 
number, and divided into five dppartments, extending over a 
country nearly as big as Europe, though thinly peopled by 
a mere 160,000 natives and a handful of whites. While the 
knowledge of being backed by such a co~bination would 
undoubtedly give the missionary confidence, yet in some 
ways it was a handicap. Often a man would be required to 
submerge his own convictions in favor of those of the 
Company. However, Rundle seems not to have wasted any time 
in speculation. He began at once to work while he awaited 
20 cf. ante p.35. 
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the arrival of his Superintendent, James Evans. 
Preaching !£ !h! Indians. T~o days after landing 
Rundle began to hold services. On the morning of June 7th 
he addressed a concourse of 100 people, mainly traders, 
clerks, and their dependents. In the afternoon he spoke to 
the Indians through an interpreter. The result of the latter 
meeting was that several Indians presented the~elvea for 
baptism, which Rundle deferred until sure that their 
professions were genuine. The Indians seemed responsive, and 
Rundle visited their village and spoke to them on such 
themes as the Creation, the Institution of the Sabbath, and 
the Fall of Man. 
Yet Rundle, like all ministers, knew moments when 
the enormity of hhe task he was undertaking impressed him 
forcibly. If he could cry 11 How eagerly d'1ct they listen to 
the story of the Cross11 , 21 he could also say 
According to present appearances, the vast 
plains of the Saskatchewan, with its teeming tribes 
of warriors, will remain without the light of the 
Gospel another year. What a mighty field lies before 
usl The valley of desolation appears to stretch to 
21 Methodist Magazine,!§!!,p.l63. 
~n inter.minable length. 0, the countless thousands 
that are perishing on this vast continent for lack 
of knowledgel Send them help, •~e they diel22 
64 
He could not count on having a congregation of 100 
whites often, and certainly not five of the Company's 
officers, with their five clerks. They had probably gathered 
for the meeting of the Northern Council which assembled at 
this time of year. With the Indians, however, it would be 
different. He could expect whole tribes coming to him at 
once. Yet his cry is not one bf despondency. It is the 
girding of a great soul for the mighty task that lay ahead. 
On June 3rd canoes arrived from the East, but James 
Evans was not among the passengers. Time was precious, for 
nothing much could be done without Evans' permission. 
Cumberland House needed a missionary badly. One such minister 
had come in 1839, but hampered by lack of funds, had retired 
to the Red River again. The Indians were eagerly expecting 
a successor. The Nelson River natives were arriving too, and 
there were a few from Athabasca, all seeking the light of 
the Gospel. 
This morning the B~tgade started for Othabascha, 
and I took a sorrowful farewell of mJ new half-
blood acquaintances. One of them, whom I baptized 
22 ~.,p.l63. 
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on Monday_, wept ••• They are going into a land of 
darknessl Poor Othabaschal When shall the sun of 
righteousness arise and dispel thy darkness? The 
Indians are there anxiously awaiting to hear the 
glad tidings of salvation; but hitherto they waited 
in vain. 23 
But while he waited for Evans he kept working. One 
evening he spoke to the Indians on the love of God for a 
fallen world, and noted two medicine men in the audience. 
The old heathenism was strong, and superstition rife. 
Nevertheless, the Indians flocked to the meetings, enjoyed 
the singing, and many took Christian vows. It was hard to 
persuade them to leave at the conclusion of the meeting. 
Rundle's interpreter, Thomas Haswe11, 24 remained with one 
band of penitents till morning, but was admonished by the 
missionary for unbecoming behavior. Perhaps Rundle was 
thinking of the "Instructions" given him by the Reverend 
Dr.Alder, Secretary of the Mission Board. Among other hints 
it contained the injunction: 
Avoid the appearance of evil. Be swift to hear. 
23 Methodist Magazine, ~,p.l63. 
24 Probably the same man that James Evans shot and 
killed accidentally in 1843 when on a canoe trip up the 
Churchill River. 
slow; to speak, slower still to wrath •••. Identify 
yourself with no parties. Strive to promote peace. 
Be the friend of all, the enemy of none. Show1 all 
due respect to lawful authority. 25 
All was not plain sailing, for there were momenta 
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of difficulty. On Sunday, July 21st, Rundle spoke to the 
Indians on Sabbath Observance, a touchy subject on the 
frontier. The next day he adds:, "Unpleasant circumst11nces 
occurred, but I feel I am engaged in the Lord's work, and 
that he will bring the devices of Satan to naught. 1126 
Probably what happened wa~ that the officer in charge heard 
that Rundle had been preaching tha:t Sunday ought to be 
observed as a day of rest, and had reprimanded Rundle for 
speaking on controversial subject~. 
Difficulties £! Sabbath Observancei It is a matter 
of record that the Methodist missionaries encountered 
opposition to their preaching of Sunday as a day of rest, 
25 The three missionaries Rundle, Mason, and Barnley 
e:.:idently all received a copy of "Instructions;"• William 
Mason's copy became the property of Jo~ Matheson of Montreal •. 
He bequeathed it to the Reverend George Young, Superintendent 
of Missions. for Manitoba and the North West Territorie~, 
who gave it to the Reverend James Woodsworth, Methodist 
Church Superintendent for the North West Territories;. I was; 
allowed to examine the booklet by the latter's daughter-in-
la~ in Edmonton. 
26 Journal, July 22nd,l840 1 p.l5. 
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by a Company which had always advocated work on the Sabbath. 
James Evans had trouble with this too. The experiences of 
some of his old voyageurs are interesting and enlightening~7 
These Christian men refused to treat the Sabbath as any 
other daj, and dressed in their best clothes, and attended 
worship. After dinner, and a good sleep, they had evening 
worship, and went to bed early. Starting earlier than usual 
the next day, and being fresher than the crew on ahead that 
had not observed the Sabbath, they generally caught up with 
the non-Sabbatarians about the middle of the week, and 
often arrived at their destination a week ahead of them. 
When at last the Sabbath-breakers did arrive, they were all 
tired and worn. But the Sabbatarians had in the meantime 
rested, and were ready to start off again for York Factory 
to meet the ship. 
Rundle was beginning to find out that it was very 
difficult to serve God and the Hudson's Bay Company at one 
and the same time. Of interest in this matter is the 
observation of one who served the Company for 25 years. 
Some years ago five missionaries were sent out 
to the Hudson's Bay Territories by the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society ••• Their object, however, in 
27 Egerton R.Young, James Evans, pp.238-240. 
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coming to the country, was to serve God, not the 
Hudson's Bay Company; and they proceeded to 
discharge their duty in the manner their conscience 
~pproved, instructing and enlightening the natives 
with the zeal and perseverance for which their sect 
is eminently distingu1shed. 28 
The natives were taught to cultivate the soil, to 
husband their produce, read and write, and worship God. 
When lol it was discovered that the time devoted 
to religious exercises ••• was so much time lost 
to the fur hunt, and from the moment that discovery 
was made, ~o further encouragement was given ••• 
Their labours were strictly confined to the stations 
they DDiginally occupied, and every obstacle was 
thrown in the way of extending their missions. 29 
The writer goes on to say that had the Jnetestant 
missionaries been allowed free scope they would have done a 
remarkable work. But they were supplanted by Romish priests 
who held more lenient views of the Sabbath. These Romish 
missionaries were allowed free passage in the Company's 
craft, even to the districts where Protestant missionaries 
28 W.S.Wallace, John McLean's Notes of a Twenty-Five 
Year's Service in ~ HudiO:DTs Bay Terrltory,p.3!6r. 
29 Ibid.,p.317. 
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had been settled for years. The priests were also granted 
free lodging and entertainment in the establishments of the 
Company. 
The result was that the Indians were confounded by 
the divisive preachings and practices of the two Christian 
sects, and having to choose between the two, or reject both, 
they either rejected both, or chose Roman Catholicism with 
its superior medicine of dress-, ritual, and ceremonj. The 
Romish priest, too, was more accomodating than the meddling 
parson. He allowed 
us to amuse ourselves in any manner we think 
fit, weekday or Sunday; and far from finding fault, 
ten to one if they don't join us in the sport •• 
• • The priest connives at the Indian ~unting on 
Sunday •••• The priests are single, the minister& 
generally married, and their maintenance invOlves 
a far heavier expense. 30 
This lack of cooperation on the part of the Honourable 
Company must have made the work of Rundle and his colleagues 
very difficult. However, he kept preaching what he felt 
convinced was the Gospel, and many came confessing their 
faith and asking for baptism. So inviting and promising was 
30 Ibid.,p.319 • 
............. 
the work that he began to dread the day when he should be 
obliged to leave for the farther West. 
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The Arrival 2! ~ Reverend James Evans. One morning, 
about five, Rundle was awakened by a servant who informed 
him that Evans had arrived, accompanied by his wife, and 
daughter Mary Eugenia. 31 Their journey had been made in~ 
light canoe, much slower than the regular brigade. 32 Their 
arrival created a mild uproar, and Donald Ross, the a·gent 
in charge, imagined at first that it was "'an express from 
Canada informing him that war had started between England 
33 
and the u.s." The date wa·s July 26th,l840. Rundle had 
been at Norway House seven weeks. 
Rundle does not try to dissemble his feelings. He 
felt like one awaking from a dream, for he had no desire to 
leave Norway House. W.ould that the Saskatchewan Brigade 
31 John Maclean, James Evans,p.l52, has Evans arrive 
at Norway House in the first week in August. The Journal, 
p.l5, has July 26th. Maclean,~.cit.,p.l47 calls Miss Evan~ 
"Euphemia", although her father calls her "Eugenia". of. 
J.Carroll,Case and His Contew:oraries, Biogra~ical Historz 
of Methodiiml!n~ni!a,tv,~? • She marrled:Jo McLean, 
author. of. Wallace,John McLean's Notes of a Twenty-five 
Year• s Service 1!l the-Hudson* s §y Territori. 
32 The Evans' furniture was sent back to England to 
be shipped through the Hudson Bay to Norway House. 
33 Journal,July 26th,l8401p.l6. Canada was at this 
time the land east of the west shore of Lake Superior. All 
west of this was the North West Territories. 
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had left before the ~rrival of his Superintendent. A's he 
stood before his beloved natives tears blinded his eyes, 
and he could only mumble something about seeing them in 
heaven. That evening James Evans informed him that he could 
stay until the Autumn, and he turned again to his labors 
with lighter heart. 
Further Work !1 Norway House. "Married an Indian 
from Swan River. The wife ••• she is going into a land 
of darkness.nr34 Rundle met with penitentS! and talked with 
Indians from Cumberland House and Nelson River who had 
never heard the Gospel before. One day he dashed off 14 
letter$, and on another enjoyed a picnic with the Evans 
family, Miss Ross,, and Mr. Finlayson, nephew of the Governor 
of the Red River Colony.35 Then came the day when he went 
to the village for the last time. As he walked back the three 
miles from Rossville, the Indian village, to the fort, his 
heart was heavy within him, not only at the parting, but 
with the uncertainty of the future. 
34 ~.,A'ugust 7th,l8401 p.l6 
35 The Governor of the Red River Colony waa Duncan 
Finlayson(l795-1862:) who became a Chief Factor in the Company 
in 1831. He was brother-in-law to Lady Simpson. The nepheW.' 
here is John Finlayson, apprentice clerk. cf. Edmund H • 
Oliver,~ Canadian North-West,II,806 1 823. 
!h! ~ourney £z Brigade !£ Edmonton. Edmonton wa~ 
approximately 1200 mi~es from Norway House by water, and 
a good six weeks journey at least. Leaving on September 
7th, they disembarked at the Big House, Edmonton, on 
Sunday morning, October 18th, six weeks to the day. 36 
Description£! ~Brigad•• The Saskatchewan Brigade 
might consist of a dozen or more boats, each with a cargo 
of a hundre~ pieces. Each bundle of goods weighed ninety 
pounds. Theseo pieces contained fur trade' equipment, tobacco, 
ammunition, dry goods and groceries. The boats would have a 
28 feet keel, and a nine feet beam. Sharp at both ends lik~ 
a regular whale boat, they were well able to stand a heavy 
press of sail and rough weather. The crew; was; generally 
eight men to a boat exclusive of the steersman. 
The whole brigade, with the exception of the "light-
boat" which carried the Chief Factor of the District and 
could travel independently, was under the ruae of the head 
36 Journal,October 18th,l840,p.23. The Reverend James 
Evans confirms; this. cf Methodist Ms.gazine,~,p.75. Thua 
Maclean, Vanguards £! Canad~,p.47, and Riddell,~.cit.,p.24 1 
are incorrect when they give September 18th as the date of 
Rundle's arrival in Edmonton. They evidently got their 
information from the Methodist Magazine,l843 1 p.84,in which 
an unknown author gives an Introduction ~ne of Rundle's 
report~ from Edmonton. While the trip from Norway House to 
,Edmonton took up to two months, the round trip from Norway 
House to York Factory took about 36 days, and from Vancouver 
to Norway House took 89 days. cf.G.C.D4lvidson,The North West 
Company,pp.218-9;Maclean, Vanguards _££ Canada,,p:49. -
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guide, who had supreme command from the time one post was 
left until another was reached. He knew the weather, the 
wind, and the route, and was required to be a good fighter 
and disciplinarian. The .crews consisted of French Canadians, 
Scotchmen from the Lewis and Orkney Islands, with sometimes 
Indians, as in the case of Sir George Simpson's Iroquois. 
crew, and the inevitable half-breeds, French, English, and 
Scotch. 
~ ~ Winnipeg !2 Cumberland House. The route 
followed the eastern shore of Lake Winnipeg running in a 
northerly direction, then along the north shore, and down 
the west side of the lake until the mouth of the 
Saskatchewan River was reached. Open stretches of water 
were generally avoided as dangerous, and Lake Winnipeg in 
particular, because of its shallowness, is subject to sudden, 
fierce storms. They spent the first night at the old Norway 
House, abandoned some fourteen years earlier. Embarking at 
four the next morning, they were compelled to halt till the 
wind died down, and the lake recovered its tranquillity. The 
following evening a submerged rock damaged the boat so badly 
that it had to be unloaded and repaired. To complete their 
discomforture a fire was raging in the neighbouring forest. 
That night camp was made on an island b**hed in moonlight, 
and surrounded by circling gulls. 
At the mouth of the mighty Saskatchewan Rundle 
chant~d the sixtieth chapter of Isaiah as he thought of the 
opportunity that was his. In his report dated August 17th, 
1840, he sums up the task before h~:37 
The district to which I am bound • • • is about 
the whole length of France, from East to West ••• 
The obstacles in that part appear to be formidable, 
as the Indians there are wild, warlike, and 
independent. Missionaries, however, I suppose, are 
not to reason about difficulties, knowing that they 
are shielded by Omnipotence, and that the weapons 
of their warfare are not carnal, but mighty through 
God to the pulling down of the strongholds of Satan. 
Near the mouth of the river is the Grand Rapid which 
sounded like the cry of lost souls. It is three miles long, 
"the finest thing of its kind in the whole country.n38 It 
could be shot.going east, but on the westerly route a hard 
portage had to be made. Rundle's first Sunday on the 
Saskatchewan was spent making the Grand Portage. 39Now they 
37 Methodist Magazine,~,p.l65. 
38 Sir George Simpson, Narrative of a Journey round 
the World,l841 and 1842,I,B2. ---
..__, ------ -..-, -
39 From York Factory to Edmonton there are 36 
portages, across some of which both cargo and boats have to 
be carried. The two longest are the Grand Rapid at the 
mouth of the Saskatchewan, and Robson Portage, between 
Norway House and Oxford House. 
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traversed a series of lakes, and on Sunday evening camped 
at the farthest extremity of Cross Lake. Hosts of sandflie~ 
made life a burden. Crossing Muddy Lake, in the center of 
which was Devil's Drum Island, a noted Indian medicine 
place, they went through a swampy area and reached 1 .. t.he Pa81, 
a small settlement with few houses. Here Rundle met a "'school-
master, half-breed from Red River"', 40 probably Henry Budd, 
whom James Evans mentions later. 41 Two days later they were 
almost blown away by a hurricane, and on Sunday, September 
20th, made the portage which led to Cumberland House. 42 
Due to the shallowness of the water they took a different 
:boute from that generally employed, .and Rundle reached the 
fort on the back of a stalwart member of the crew. 
40 Journal,September 17th,l8401 p.l9. 
41 Methodist Magazine,l843,p.77, under date December 
22nd,l841; and p.~8 under January 6th,l842. Evans stayed with 
Budd and preached. Henry Budd was employed by the Church 
Missionary Society(Anglican) as a Teacher. He had a small 
school there, and was brought by John West from York Factory. 
42 Cumberland House was situated on the north side 
of Pine Island Lake, two miles north of where the Saskatchewan 
flows from the forks, where it divides into the north and 
south branches, to Cedar Lake. This fort was founded in the 
A,utumn of 1774 by Samuel Hearne of the Bay Company. He came 
inland from York Factory with 8 whites and two Indiana. 
It was built here because of the fact that in 1772: Matthew~ 
Cocking of the Bay Company had discovered that the Canadian 
fur-traders from Montreal were tapping the Saskatchewan 
trade to the west, and the Beaver Lake and Churchill River 
trade to the north, diverting the Indians from the Hudson's 
Bay forts. Pemmican Portage s~parated the fort from the river. 
cf. John Franklin,The Polar Sea: 1 I,91;; .klexander Henry, 
Travels and Advent'tires in Cailada and the Indian Terri toriea~ 
between ~o-~6,p.262. -- --- ---
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!2 Carlton House. The brigade had now come 65 miles 
from the Pas, and 117 miles from Lake Winnipeg. Rundle 
preached in the evening, leaving shortly afterwards by canoe 
for the main body or the brigade which had remained on the 
banks or the main stream. The route now led through richly 
clad banks, towering high above the river. In two days the 
Sturgeon River was passed. 43 Now the signs of Autumn were in 
evidence all around, and tracks or bear, wolf, fox and deer 
were discovered on the shore. By the seventh of September 
the Forks of the Saskatchewan were passed, and the north 
branch entered. Here they were forced to engage in the most 
arduous work that a voyageur can do, that of drawing the 
boats by a line from the shore, called 1'tracking." The crew 
were in and out of the icy water all day. Then Rundle noted 
that the banks of the river were becoming lower and less 
wooded. They were approaching the third prairie level, that 
of the plains. 44 
The weather now took a turn for the worse, and on 
waking in the morning Rundle found his coat stiffly frozen 
43 This is the present Torch River, and not to be 
confused with the Sturgeon River near Edmonton. 
44 There are three prairie steppes. The first is 
the Red River valley; the second is that of the high prairie 
level beginning at Brandon, Manitoba; the third, the 
elevation west of the South Saskatchewan River at Saskatoo~ 
Saskatchewan. 
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to the bed. They saw tracks of grizzly bear, and the same 
day the crew stripped a pine of its branches, except for a 
tuft at the top, named it in honor of the young preacher, at 
which he performed the time-honored ceremony of carving his 
initials on the 11 lop-stick." Early in the afternoon of the 
first of October Carlton House was gained, distant 400 
miles by trail from Edmonton, and by river 700. The officer 
in charge, Mr.Small, 45 supplied Rundle with fresh buffalo 
meat, dried beef, flour, potatoes, turnips, and pemmican. 46 
Horses were common here, and Rundle rode across the prairie 
for some distance on a spirited pony. 
!2 ~ ~· Leaving Carlton House47 on October 2nd, 
45 Patrick Small(l785-1846), son of Patrick Small 
and a Cree woman. He had two sisters, one of whom married 
David Thompson, the explorer, and the other was the "Indian 
wife" of the notable John McDonald of Garth who built· 
Chesterfield House on the South Saskatchewan River. of. 
W.S.Wallace, Biographical Dictionary ££ !B! North !!!! 
Company,p.498. · 
46 Pemmican is composed of dried buffalo meat 
pounded with an equal quantity of fat, sometimes with the 
addit·ion of berries. One pound equals four pounds of 
ordinary meat, and men fed on pemmican stood up well under 
arduous toil. 
47 The original Carlton House was established by 
James Sanderson and James Bird ~or the Bay Company on the 
north bank of the North Saskatchewan River, nineteen miles 
below the junction of the two branches, in the autumn of 
1795. Eventually, after several changes, in 1810, it was 
located at the ford on the North Saskatchewan. It was near 
Duck Lake and figured in the Riel Rebellion of 1885. 
they followed the river as it flowed through the plains. 
To Rundle this was a most welcome relief, for he had been 
travelling among trees since leaving Lachine. That night, 
as he lay in his tent between two fires, he could hear the 
Gaelic spoken on one side, and French on the other. Before 
the flames roasted a whole side of buffalo ribs. 48 The 
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following day some Crees approached on horseback, but as no 
one knew their language, and Rundle had a cold, no attempt 
was made to speak to them in sign language. The same day the 
brigade passed the Battle River,49 and on Frida~, the ninth 
of October, the party arrived at Fort Pitt. 50 Rundle rode on 
48 The district between Carlton and Edmonton was 
filled with buffalo. By 18'79 there were only a few left. In 
1842, Sir George Simpson saw 10,666 mired in a ford. cf. 
Simpson, Narrative of a Journet round the World,l841 and 
1842,I,85. One pioneer-of theest,N.M:W.J.McKenzie, 11Early 
Reminiscences of the West",!!!! Beaver,p.l4 1 February,l921, 
says: 
I saw where the buffalo in the fall had tried 
to-cross the Saskatchewan River, and had broken the 
ice. The animals behind them had forced the others 
on, trampling them to death. Carcasses of dead 
buffalo completely bridged the river, the remainder 
of the herd passing over them. 
49 This river rises in Battle Lake, 50 miles south-
west of Edmonton, and flows east until it meets the North 
Saskatchewan near Battleford1 Saskatchewan, the first 
capital of the North West Territories. 
50 Situated on a fine large plateau overlooking 
the river. It stood almost on the present s:askatchewan-
Alberta boundary, north of Lloydminster. cf. Simpson, 
Narrative £! ~ Journex round ~World,~~ ~,I,96. 
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the plains with Mr.Fisher, the agent in charge. 51 The 
brigade finally arrived at Edmonton at half past one, Sunday 
morning, October 18th,l840. 
Edmonton House. Edmonton House in the forties of the 
nineteenth century was the handsomest and largest post in 
the West. Situated on a perpendicular cliff about 200 feet 
above the river, it was hexagonal in shape. The palisade, 
twenty feet high, was composed or stout trees split in 
half. This, with the addition of bastions, flagstaffs, and 
battlemented gateways, gave the place a martial appearance. 
, The Big House, called "Rowand's Folly", stood in the center 
of the courtyard surrounded by a lawn. Two brass cannon 
guarded the house, which was three stories high, and built 
of squared timbers. Inside, the stairway opened upon a wide 
hall, with the Gentlemen's Mess on one side, and the Ball-
room on the other. Behind were the living rooms of' the Chief 
Factor's family, and above, offices and bedrooms. Below was 
the Armo:ury, store rooms, and cellars. About the Big House 
were grouped Bachelor's Hall, Indian Hall, and the Men's 
Quarters and warehouses. 
~ Rowand, Chief Factor. The moving spirit of Fort 
Edmonton !'or many years was Chief Factor John Rowand, a 
51 Henry Fisher, at Fort Pitt 1835-36, and 1840-42. 
cf. Edmund H. Oliver, ~ Canad1an North-West,II,693. 
fiery little Irishman, who was accustomed to get from the 
Company and men alike just what he asked. Born in 
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Montreal in 1~87, he was the son of an Assistant Surgeon in 
the General Hospital there. Entering the services of the 
North West Company in 1804, he served on the prairies and 
the Red River, coming to Edmonton about 1807. Here he 
remained, with brief intervals of absence, for the rest of 
his life. At the union of the two companies he was appointed 
Chief Trader, and in 1823 ~aa put in charge of Fort Edmonton. 
In 1826 he became Chief Factor, and a Councillor of 
Rupertsland in 1839. His wife was an Indian girl who saved 
his life when he was thrown from a horse. By her he had two 
sons, John, who studied medicine at Edinburgh, and who 
became a successful surgeon at Quebec, and Alexander, who 
became a Hudson's Bay Company Factor. Four daughters came of 
the union, Nancy, wife of John Edward Harriott, a,nd Adelaide, 
Margaret, and Sophia. 52 
There are so many allusions to John Rowand in various 
books, and all are so loud in their praises of him, that it 
53 
would be impracticable to use them:-all. Sufficient to sary 
sa W.S.Wallace, Biographical Dictionary of the North 
West Company,p.496; Merk,~.c!t.,p.15o; Katherine:Hughes, 
Father Lacombe,p.40. 
53 cf. Ross Mitchell,"John Rowand, Chief Factor", 
!h! Beaver,p.37,June,l935, for a fine account of Rowand. 
that Rowand was the most notable Company official on the 
Jlains in Rundle's time. A little ma•n with eyes of' blue 
steel, and an incomparable temper, with an utter disregard 
for danger, he was master of several Indian dialects, and 
could terrorize an Indian in any one of them. He was a 
merciless driver, respected,and obeyed, though hot and 
impulsive. Rundle testifies to his unfailing kindness~ 
He died at Fort Pitt, where his son was in charge, on the 
first day of June,l854. 
~ ~ ~ !!! b~u_s_in_.e_s_s. Trading, building of 
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York boats, and the making of pemmican were the chief 
pursuits at the fort. For the latter commodity a great many 
buffalo were put under ioe. Coal was obtained from the bank~ 
of the river near the fort, and used in the forges. A large 
farm of wheat, barley, and vegetables was ~ultivated, and 
there was a fine level racing track two miles in length • 
.As many as 800 horses were under guard near the fort, and 8l 
large number of dogs were kept for the conveyance of' goods 
by sleigh to Fort Assinaboine, and for carriole travel. 
This then was the most imposing and industrious fort 
in the West, and a fine location for Rundle to come into 
contact with all sorts of people. Its central position with 
respect to the outlying forts, made it a desirable spot 
from which to engage in missionary endeavor, and its fine 
situation made it a pleasant place in which to live. This 
was to be Rundle's pivotal point for the next eight years. 
In 1838 the priests Blanchet and Demers had passed 
thro~h Edmonton on their way to the Oregon country, but 
had contented themselves with erecting a cross in the court-
yard of the fort. Rundle was the first missionary to settle 
in that part of the country. 
CHAPTER V 
MISSIONARY WORK ON THE SASKATCHEWAN 
The character and courage of Rundle is revealed in 
his first day's labor in the new field. "Not well, but held 
English service.n1 For a week thereafter he occupied himself 
with preparations, and with work in and around the fort. 
There were also some encounters with the natives, and the 
way seemed opening up before him, despite the pessimistic 
reports which he had received previously. 
Chief Trader ~ Edward Harriott 2! ROCky Mountain 
House. On November 2nd,l840, Chief Trader Harriott, of the 
Mountain House, arrived on a business mission at Edmonton. 2 
He reported that the Indians of his area had heard of the 
arrival of Rundle, and were anxious to hear him. John Edward 
Harriott was a man of ~3 years at this time, and was to 
prove one of Rundle's chief ,helpers. The most proficient 
1 Journal,October 18th,l840,p.23. 
2 John Edward Harriott(l797-1877) was born in 
London, England. He entered the service of the Hudson'a Bay 
Company in 1809. Promoted to Chief Trader in 1829, he 
became Chief Factor in 1846. He died in Montreal. His first 
wife was daughter to Peter Pruden, veteran ~ur trader. His 
second wife was Nancy, daughter of John Rowand. 
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European in the Cree, he presented Rundle later with trans-
lations of the Morning Service, the Baptismal S:ervice, 
several Collects, the first seven chapters; of S't. Matthew.' s 
Gospel, and a good collection of hymns translated from the 
Methodist Hymn Book. 3 With these the work among the native~ 
was made much easier. 
!!!!. !!2!:.! !!, Edmonton ~ Vicinity. On the following 
Bunda~, November 8th, Rundle held two services, one in 
English, and one in Cree through an interpreter. The infant 
daughter of John Edward Harriott was also baptized. The next 
Sunday he officiated at six baptisms;, and the work seemed to 
be going very well, although the severe weather precluded 
any attempt to journey to outlying part~. Mr. Peter&, hia 
interpreter, caused him some trouble by being away several 
times: when wante~.4 During this period RUDdle took a short 
journey in the vicinity of the fort in a carriole.5 Since he 
was to use this fprm ot conveyance to a great extent the 
experience was to prove useful. 
3 Methodist Magazine,~,p.67. 
4 Journal, December 13th,l840,p.23. Mr. PeterE ia 
unidentifiable. 
5 A sled of birch boards, about twelve feet long, the 
sides of which were covered with parchment skin&, and hand-
somely painted. Usually four dogs, went to a sled. It was th& 
most comfortable way of traveling in winter, and usually 35-
40 miles a day were achieved. A man generally broke the trail 
for the dogs with snowshoes, and another steered the carriole. 
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On his first Christmas Eve in the new work Rundle 
rode to Long Lake, 6 about six miles south-west of Edmonton. 
The horse he used was spirited and fleet, and was lent him 
by John Rowand who was keenly interested in the breeding of 
horses, and always kept a large stable. Often on a Sunday, 
much to Rundle's chagrin and sorrow·, races were held at 
Edmonton on the two mile track bordering the river. 
The routine work at the fort kept Rundle busy until 
Christmas. On the evening of the holy day there was a dance 
at the fort. Rundle evidently did not go, or at least he 
gives no account except to say that the dance was held. 
7 Paul Kane, the artist, however, gives us an excellent 
description of a frontier dance. Painted Indians, voyageurs, 
half-breeds with bright sa~hes, and every ornament they 
could lay their hands on, buxom Indian wenches, danced 
uproariously, jabbering in a multitude of dialects and 
tongues. Kane led the dance with a Cree maiden for a partner. 
She wore enough beads to have made a peddlar's fortune. The 
orchestra was a single fiddler who ground out a lively 
Highland Scotch tune. 
On New Year's Day the fort was almost full of people• 
6 Evidently a widening of the North Saskatchewan. 
7 Kane,2£•£!l•,PP•374f. 
86 
and two days later Rundle bad a very good attendance at the 
English service in the morning, and the Cree service in the 
evening. At the latter he baptized five children, and later 
held a Gaelic service in his room, most certainly through 
8 
an interpreter. 
The routine work at the fort continued until early 
on the morning of January 14th,l841, when Rundle left by 
carriole to visit the Hunter's Camp at Beaver Lake, about 
40 miles south-east of Edmonton. He was well wrapped up 
with a sealskin cap tied under his chin, mocassin6 over 
lamb's wool stockings, flannel shirt, woollen drawers to 
foot, thick lined trousers, leggings and black silk gaiters, 
waistcoat, coat, pilot coat, with a shawl round the neck, 
and in the carriole a buffalo robe and blankets. The cold 
was intense. At one o'clock in the morning they arrived at 
the camp of two men from the fort. There they bad tea, and 
then went on to gain the Hunter's Camp an hour later. There 
the missionary slept in a tent with John Rowand and a certain 
Mr.P.Ogden. That might, Mr.Ogden confessed, was the coldest 
8 Since the last Cornishman to speak the Gaelic 
died in the middle of the 18th century Rundle could not have 
.known enough to speak to the servants of the Company from 
the northern isles of Scotland in their own language. 
Variations of Gaelic were spoken in Cornwall, the Highlands 
of Sco~land, Wales, Ireland, and Brittany in France. 
9 had known in the country. They slept fitfully, and in the 
morning, Rundle having expressed a desire to see buffalo 
9 Perhaps this Mr.P.Ogden is the famous Peter 
Skene Ogden(l794-1854), fur-trader of the Columbi~ and 
Pacific States territory, or his son, Peter Ogden, born 
January 18th1 1817. cf. Wallace, Biographical Dictionary 2£ ~ North!!!! Company 1 p.489. The younger Ogden was 
also an officer in the fur trade. Whoever th~ companion 
of Rundle was, he was evidently a man of some importance 
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to be accorded the privilege of Rowand's tent. Rundle makes 
another reference to a certain "'Mr. Ogden and party" 1 
leaving the impression that it may be the same man. cf. 
Journal,July 1st, 1845,p.69. This was at Carlton House. In 
connection with this the Berry-Roe Manuscript,p.ll4, says; 
that in the Spring of 1845, P.S.Ogden 
was at the Red River returning to Oregon, and 
was assigned by Governor Simpson tp take charge of 
the Warre-Vavasour party, then just starting for the 
Columbia 
on a mission of investigation for the British 
Government. Rundle evidently met the party at Carlton. 
The Ogden here was undoubtedly the older man, for Father 
DeSmet met the party coming and going with Pllhts.old 
friend Ogden". of. Thwaite~,~.cit.,XXIK, pp.l93,262. 
Since Rundle makes no distincti~etween the two Ogdens 
mentioned, they may have been one and the same man. Thus 
the man in the tent with Rowand and Rundle could have been 
Peter Skene Ogden. 
On this rna tter a letter from T. C .Elliott, of Walla. 
Walla, Washington, author of the book Peter Skene O~den, 
and premier authority on Ogden, says in a let,er, c • 
Berry-Roe Manuscript,p.ll4, dated August 24th,l939: · 
In May and June,l841, Peter Skene Ogden waa 
at Fort Vancouver(Washington), journeying there 
from his headquarters at Fort SI.James in northern 
British Columbia, where he wintered. I do not think 
it probable that he journeyed across the mountains,: 
in the winter of 1841, but, .of course, he may have 
done so. 
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captured in a pound, they drove out to a neighbouring pound. 
Rundle's desire was not gratif1ed. 10 In the evening he 
addressed about twenty Indians in a tent specially fitted 
up for the occasion, and the next morning he again talked 
to them of Jesus Christ, but the attendance was somewhat 
disappointing. Several of the Sauteaux11 had left to hunt 
buffalo because they were angered at the way Rundle preached 
16 A buffalo pound cou~d only be made in the 
vicinity of trees because it was composed of logs piled up 
about five feet high, enclosing somewhere in the neighbour-
hood of two acres. A space of ten feet wide was left on 
one side, and from each side of this entrance a row of posta 
was taken out into the plain. The posts were about twenty 
feet apart, and widened out as they receded into the plain. 
When all was ready a man was sent out to find a herd. When he 
had succeeded, he lit a fire of the dry prairie grass and 
stampeded the buffalo. The man then directed the animals in 
the direction of the ppund by the manipulation of the horse, 
since the buffalo always tried to c~oss in front of one. 
Behind the posts, Indians, clothea in buffalo skins, were 
placed, and these urged on the buffalo by shouting and 
waving their robes. In the center of the pound was a tree 
bearing gifts to the Great Spirit, and also a man waving a 
Medicine Pipe Stem, chanting prayers for a successful hunt. 
The pound was closed. with logs when all the buffalo were in. 
None were allowed to escape since the Indians believed that 
they would warn the others. The herd rarely tried to break 
through the compound, but ran round and round, always in 
a clockwise direction. Many buffalo were killed onlyl'~or 
their t~ngues, and on an average only one in twenty were 
used. cf. Kane,2£•£!i•,P•l20. 
11 Sauteaux, or Salteaux, Indians, were a branch 
of the Ojibwa, or Chippewa natlmn, i.e. the people whose 
mocassins have puckered seams. 
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against their idolatries. However, in the evening, the 
attendance was much improved, and he felt encouraged. Early 
the next morning the missionary left for Edmonton, reaching 
it at an early hour. The total journey of 150 miles had 
taken some five days. On January 24th a large party of Crees 
came to the fort, but unfortunately, due to the illness of 
the interpreter, Rundle could not speak to them, and a great 
many of them left before he had a chance. About ten of them 
met with him in his room for a short meeting. 
The Mountain House. The sixteenth of Febryary,l841, 
-
saw him setting out again, this time for Rocky Mountain House, 
in a carriole drawn by four dogs. The weather was warm and 
the thaw made the sleighing bad. The start was made at ten in 
the evening so that the track would be harder, and to avoid 
snowblindness. About one in the morning they camped to await 
the dawn, and the howling of the wolves was the only sound , 
which broke the fearful solitude. Pressing on, they came to 
some 150 horses in charge of two half-breeds. The animals 
were in fine shape and belonged to Fort Edmonton. 
The trail being denuded of snow in many paaces,Rundle 
got out to walk to relieve the dogs. Soon he began to feel 
very tired. They camped, and at two in the morning were 
awakened by an "express e:atraoDdl1flary" from ·England to the 
Columbia. These men had very ~ast dogs, and sacrificed all 
for speed, Letters from England were handed to Rundle, and 
then the express left immediately for the Mountain House. 
Crossing the Battle River about thirty miles from 
its source, the following day Gull Lake was reached, 90 
mile~ south of Edmonton. By this time, having been forced 
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to walk all the way, Rundle was thoroughly exhausted, and 
lay down to sleep. The carriole was lightened by caching the 
cooking utensilS>, and the missionary climbed in. At midnight 
they camped again, still not having reached the fort. 
~Blackfeet. Starting early the next day, they 
encountered some Indian boys and a man who informed them 
of the near proximity of a band of Blackfeet. When they 
neared the Mountain House, and came out on the shore of the 
river opposite the fort, a few Indians approached. Rundle's 
guide was of the opinion that they were Crees, the warm 
reception which they gave the travelers apparently confirming 
the view. Rundle envisioned a fruitful mission among the 
Rocky Mountain Crees. He was supprised later to learn that 
his Indian friends were Blackfeet. 
John Edward Harriott, in charge of the fort, received 
the missionary kindly. His post was situated on the left 
bank of the North Saskatchewan River, one and a half miles 
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above the mouth of the Clearwater. It was 180 ~ilea from 
Edmonton, and about 60 miles from the real base of the Rocky 
Mountains. The fort was built extra strongly for trade with 
the warlike Blavkfeet, and abandoned and left empty every 
12 summer. One of the routes to the Columbia· went through 
this fort by way of Howse Pass. The other, through the 
A.thabasca Pass, went up the Athabasca River, past Jasper 
Hpuse. 
~ Bloods, Piegans, ~ Sarcees. Shortly after 
Rundle's arrival a band of Blood Indians came to the fort. 13 
These belonged to the Blackfoot nation. Proud and arrogant, 
their intense self-sufficiency seemed to manifest itself in 
their every word and action. They were fine specimens of 
men. 14 A few Blackfeet were with them, and they all insisted 
12 This fort was built by the North West Company in 
1799 through John McDonald of Garth, and opposite the Bay 
Company fort of Acton House, built by James Bird, a native 
of Acton, England. 
13 cf. John McDougall,~~~~,!E£ Canoe,p.267, 
which has: 
A number of Bloods arrived ••• So far as I 
could see, they were the same as the Blackfeet, 
only of a more pronounced type, that is, the 
difference between them and the northern Indians 
was more marked. Proud,.arrogance and self-sufficiency 
seemed to speak out in their every word and action. 
One would think they were the aristocracy of the 
plains. 
14 Journal,February 22nd,l84l,p.29. The Earl of 
Southesk, Saskatchewan and the Rocky Mountains in 1859 
and 1860,p.162, observesthat the "Blood Indiansdress more 
neatryland are ~iner and bolder-looking men than the 
Blackfeet, who in turn surpass the Piegans in these respects."· 
on shaking hands with Rundle. Some even kissed him, and 
offered him the left hand because it was nearest the heart. 
Rundle spoke with them in the "hall of the fort. One of them, 
Old Big Wolf, promised to try to live a better life, and 
blamed strong drink for his evil ways.l5 This was not the 
last time that Rundle would meet with the pernicious effects 
of liquor on the savage, much more serious than on his white 
brother. Soon after, a very large party of Blackfeet and 
Piegans arrived, and their entrance to the fort presented a 
novel spectacle. The Piegans came first, singing from their 
camp near the fort, marching sedately, their Chief leading 
a white horse. This had its head striped with ochre, and was 
presented to John Harriott. The factor went out to meet them, 
15 cf. Pinkerton,~.~,pp.202f. The amount of 
liquor used in the fur trade varied directly with the amount 
of competition between the different companies. In 1770 250 
gallons arrived at the Bay Company establishments from 
England. In 1785 2,028 gallons arrived at York Factory 
alone, and in 1794 7,900 gallons to the same place. The 
maximum amount of liquor sent in any one year was 12,600 
gallons for all the Hudson's Bay Company posts on the Bay. 
In 1794 the Bay Company was operating a small still at 
York Factory. The French were the first to use liquor in the 
fur trade. The Montrealers{North West Company) continued 
the policy, and the Bay Company followed suit. When the XY 
Company and the North West Company were at the height of 
their competitive conflict, around 1800, 21,299 gallons 
were sent into the country, according to the North West 
Company's own figures. cf. Pinkerton,.2.E_.cit.,p.204. A.fter 
union in 1805, the next year, 1806, oniy~1 800 gallons 
were used, and in 1808 only 9,000 gallons. 
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and as he and the Chief drew abreast of each other, the 
savages fired a salute. The Blackfeet came silently. Rundle 
went out with Harriott and shook hands with them all, after 
which everyone sat down in the Indian Housel6 and smoked 
the pipe of peace, indulging in ceremonies and customa17 
which had been associated with the fur trade from the first. 
That evening Rundle went for a walk, and missed his· 
way in the forest. Evening was drawing on rapidly, and it 
was only after some time, and with much difficultT, that he 
discovered the way back to the fort. Harriott, thoroughly 
alarmed, had sent out men with dogs to take up the trail. 
Rundle accepted no presents. One old Blackfoot 
Chief, being borne in a litter because of a broken leg, 
offered Rundle a buffalo robe, which was refused. Another 
16 The Trading Store was usually called the Indian 
House. 
17 Ceremony at the forts when the Indian came to 
trade was very elaborate, and designed to impress the savage 
mind. In the Indian House, where the actual bartering took 
place, a loaded blunderbus often lay in full view on the 
counter. All approaches to the store were directly in the 
line of fire. Generally, as at Edmonton, the door of the 
main gateway was pierced by a smaller door, which compelled 
a man to stoop when entering. The dress of the Indians was 
often a curious combination of heterogeneous elements. 
Often the Chief sported a cast-off red-coat soldier's suit. 
His head was more than often adorned with a stove-pipe hat 
in which a bunch of feathers was stuck. 
' 
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proffered a horse, which was likewise declined. After the 
trading was over Rundle addressed the Indians, and found 
great delight in the stories which they invented about his 
coming. One was that he had descended from the heavens on & 
piece of paper, which when opened by Harriott, revealed the 
man of God. There were about 200 Indians attending the 
meetings, chiefly Blackfeet. Rude though t~ey were in many 
ways, yet Rundle felt quite insignificant as,he stood before 
such rine specimens of humanity. ks they sat around maoking 
the tobacco the Crees had sent them as a peace gift, Rundle 
approached them and told them that he intended visiting them 
later. They expressed great satisfaction. Arrangements were 
then made for the visit to take place on the Bow River, 
I 
distant about six days journey. Some days later a band of 
Saroees arrived at the fort. With them were a few Blackfeet, 
and Rundle spoke to them of the Gospel. They attended the 
services, showing great interest, for many of them had never 
heard the Gospel before. The weather now began to improve, 
and Rundle kept on with his work, using Harriott as the 
interpreter. On March 9th Harriott and Rundle rode to a 
high elevation to get a good view of the Rockies, but were 
disappointed. About this time Rundle complains of the 
stuffy rooms, changes of diet, and lack of exercise, but 
despite this, the progress of the work, the willingness of 
the Indians to discuss even the most intimate affairs of 
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their lives with him, gave him a sense of achievement. One 
of them, Big Wolf, requested that Rundle say nothing about 
the warriors' practice of offering their finger-tips to the 
sun before going on the warpath, or of taking their revenge 
upon their enemies. He had been drinking, however, and 
Rundle admonished him. 
The Crees, Stonies, !BE:, Assinaboines. On March 21st, 
Rundle had a service in the forenoon, and addressed a great 
number of Crees in the evening. But he had come especially 
to see the Rooky Mountain Crees, and on March 24th the long 
expected band arrived with some Stoney, Cree, and 
A:,ssinaboine Indians. One of the party came on ahead of the 
group to see if any special ceremon~ was necessary in 
greeting the missionary. For five days Rundle sppke to them 
and they listened intently. One warrior said that they were 
like young bmrds in the nest waiting to be fed. Rundle spoke 
to them on the ~ecalogue, Baptism, Marriage, and Christian 
Morality, baptizing some, and marrying others. When they 
lef't on the sixth day many of them could sing "Come to 
Jesus", and Rundle promised to visit them on his way to the 
Blackfoot camp. 
By April 1st Rundle was off an,another trip, leaving 
the Mountain House for the Saroee camp on the plains. His 
interpreter had gone on before him, and Mr.Harriott went 
some distance with Rundle. The assistance which Harriott 
had afforded the missionary was incalculable, and led in 
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no small way to his success with the Indians and Whites 
alike. It was to this kindly trader that Rundle was indebted 
for an understanding of the intricacies of the Cree Syllabic, 
which proved such a wonderful medium for the instruction of 
the savages.18 
18 The Cree Syllabic language, or rather the system 
of writing often called the Cree Syllabary, was invented by 
the Reverend James Evans. This alphabet served also as a 
model for all Indian language syllabaries since its 
appearance, but it was not the first on the American scene, 
nor was it the first attempt of its designer. The earliest 
work of this character was the work of a Cherokee Indian 
Sequoyah(l760-1843). He developed a syllabary of eighty 
characters by means of which the Cherokees were able to read 
their own tongue. Evans may have heard of this, though 
nowhere does he admit it. The first attempt of Evans in this 
direction was with the parent tongue of the Crees, the more 
copious Ojibwa, or Salteaux. He was a skilled linguist, and 
a born philologist who could master and formalize the basic 
principles of the languages which he learrled. cf. Carroll, 
2£.cit.,III,472. In eight years(l828-36) he systematized 
tlie()"Jibwa, reducing i.t to its elementary constituents of 
four vowels and eight consonants. He forwarded his work to 
the British and Foreign Bible Society in ~gland. They did 
not accept it or sanction it as too unscientific and 
revolutionary. At Norway House Evans made his home-made 
types from the lead of packing boxes. He asked for a 
printing machine. The Bay Company objected, but it was 
later sent out. The principle of the Cree Syllabic is that 
each character represents a syllable, and not a letter. Thus 
no spelling is needed, and there can be no divergent forms 
of the same word. It was grasped by the Indians with great 
facility. Most of the later generation of Crees could read 
and write. It has been found readily capable of adaptation 
into certain other Indian tongues. 
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In the evening Rundle met a clerk belonging to the 
Mountain House, and camped with him. Nearby a fierce forest 
fire was raging, and the sound of falling trees kept them 
awake all night. The next day he crossed a river pantly 
covered with ice, and the day after, April 3rd, the Red Deer 
River. At two in the afternoon he stopped in a heavy 
snowstorm for something to eat. Then he heard the barking of 
dogs, and soon some people of all ages came running to meet 
him led by their Chief. The encampment was Cree. From hi~ 
horse Rundle shook hands with many of them, and they lifted 
up their little ones for his blessing. Under the bright sun 
he began to discuss with them their way of life, and to tell 
them of the Son of Righteousness. They listened most intently, 
and in the afternoon Rundle went to the nearby Assinaboine 
camp, and spoke there. The following day he continued his 
talks, speaking on the Decalogue. When he had finished, the 
Chief told the tribesmen to pay close attention to what had 
been said. The place for the serviee had been covered with 
pine brush and buffalo robea, and as many as 160 people 
assembled at one time. Rundle taught them to sing hymns, 
and they made remarkable progress. After a meeting the 
Indians generally indulged in smoking. It was a wonderful 
experience, and a.s a background to the West the cordillera 
of the Rockies stood like giant sentinels viewlng the scene. 
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When the sixth of April dawned, the weather was cold 
and boisterous;, but Rundle went to the A.ssinaboine camp as 
usual. Here he married several couples, and baptized nine 
children. Although he desired to visit the Blackfoot camp 
as promised, yet he hesitated to cross the plains in such 
weather, for previously Mr.Bird~9his interpreter, had nearly 
19 J.E.A.MacLeod, of Calgary, informed the writer 
that he had a report of Governor Simpson in which a certain 
Mr.Bird is described as "a hAlf-breed son of Chief Factor 
James Bird." He thinks the same man was Rundle's guide. Thia 
James Bird was largely responsible for the erection of Fort 
Edmonton. He served the Bay Company on the Saskatchewan from 
1792 until 1819, being born in 177'3. His son, the interpreter~ 
called Jimmy Jock, was born about 1793 of a Cree mother. If 
he entered the service of the Company as early in life as 
his father then he could have been among the Blackfeet "for 
thirty or forty years" as Paul Kane says in 1848. cr. Kane, 
.2£.•£ll,p.409. Rundle refers to Bird as "the half-caste son 
of a chief factor." of. Journal,May 3lst,l847,p.90. Bird 
undoubtedly had great influence over the Indians. A letter 
from John Rowand to Father DeSmet, December 3rd,l845, of. 
H.M.Chittenden and H.Richardson, Life of Father DeSmet,II~ 
p.528,says: ------
Bewarer.f: my good sir, of your interpreter Bird. 
He hates everything connected with the French or 
the Canadians. 
Y~ne,££•£!!·~p.409, says: 
We found a man at the establishment Rocky 
Mountain House, April 2lst,l848 called Jimmy 
Jock, a Cree half-breed, who had temporary charge 
of it; he had attained much Blackfoot celebrity. 
Kane goes on to say that Jimmy Jock was sent out by 
the Bay Company to learn the Blackfoot language. He marrie~ 
a chief's daughter, and became a chief himself. Kane found 
him trustworthy and hospitable, although he says that the 
missionaries had little use for him. Jimmy Jock was still 
alive in the nineties. cf. Cecil Denny,.~~ marches ~~ 
pp.l09,113. 
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lost his life on such a trip. However, the weather showing 
some improvement, he set out with the Crees to join the 
Assinaboine camp distant some 6 miles. This was Good Friday. 
They made excellent time and Rundle spoke in the afternoon 
on the Paschal Lamb, and in the evening on the Baptism, 
Temptation, and Tr~nsfiguration of Jesus. The Indians were 
greatly interested when Rundle referred to the power of 
Satan, and when they joined together tn singing the hymn 
"Come to Jesus"', which Rundle had translated into their 
tongue, it gave him much pleasure. 
Easter Sunday saw him solemnizing eight marriages, 
and explAining the meaning of the sacrament of baptism to 
parents who wished their children baptized. Easter Monday 
was even busier, and the number of children brought to him 
for baptism was so great that he had to divide them into 
two groups. In all fifty children were baptized that day, 
and it was midnight before Rundle finished. He also promised 
to visit them at Galle Lake. In order to keep his promise to 
the Blackfeet, on April 13th Rundle decided to set out for 
their camp on Bow River. Bidding farewell to his beloved 
Crees and Assinaboines was not easy, but there were others 
needing his help. 
The Value of the ~sinaboine Mission. At this time 
- --
it will be convenient to indicate the nature and permanence 
of the work done by Rundle among the A.ssinaboines. The 
per.manence of this work is attested by the Earl of 
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20 Southesk. In the years 1859 and 1860 he led an expedition 
through the Saskatchewan up to the Rockies at the McLeod 
River, down the mountains south of the North Saskatchewan 
Rtver, and back over the prairies to the Red River Colony. 
In his description of the journey he makes the following 
observations: 
&t night a bell was rung in the A.ssinaboine 
camp, and the Indians all joined in singing hymns:, 
as they do every night. The service lasted some 
time. It was a sort of chant, the men and women 
occasionally singing in parts. The preacher is an 
aged and venerable man. He learned Christianity 
from another Indian, I believe, but his gift of 
preaching was entirely self-developed. Mr.Woolsey 
(Rundle's successor who came in 1855) 21 has since 
occasionally visited these people, who, as far as 
I could learn, are now well instructed in the 
Christian faith, and certainly carry out its precepts 
in their lives. 
20 cf. Southesk,Saska tchewan' ··!!!!! !h! Rocky Mountains 
~ ~ and ~1pp.258-9. 
21 The brother-in-law of Rundle, of. pamphlet 
Rundle ~ Alberta~, 1840-48,p. 9. 
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Later, 22 Southesk refers to a letter which he 
received from the Reverend Thomas Woolsey of Fort Edmonton: 
A·s the humble representative of the Wesleyan 
Missionary Society in these parts, allow me to feel 
honoured by your Lordship'• favorable recognition 
of my predecessor, as set forth in the accompanying 
paper, taken from the "Wesleyan Missionary Notices" 
for April last, and copied from the "Church of 
Scotland Missionary Record." 
The report goes on to say that the Earl of Southesk. 
during his recent trip through the Rooky Mountaina, fell in 
with about twelve families of A.ssinaboine and Stone Indians. 
who professed Christianity, and as far as he could judge, 
were living up :to their professfon. These families were far 
from any mission station, and had not even seen a missionary 
for years. Yet they showed considerable knowledge of 
Scripture, and were regular in their morning and evening 
devotions. To the Reverend Mr.Randall (si~ a Wesleyan 
missionary, who went to Fort Edmonton in 1839, the credit 
is due. He left the country in 1847. They have a regular 
preacher, set apart from themselves, who leads their worship. 
22 Southesk, ~·£!i••P•355. 
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Following on, Mr.Woolsey goes on to say that these Indian~ 
are, without doubt, indebted to Rundle for the religious 
instruction which they had received. It is a great 
satisfaction, he asserts, that any of them, after having 
had no missionary from 1848 to 1855, have kept the faith. 
Among !h! Blackfeet ~ !h! ~ River. On Tuesday, 
April 13th,l84l, Rundle started for the Blackfoot camp on 
the River Bow, and thus entered the plains proper for the 
first time. Towards evening he reached the banks of the 
Omiscenipe, or Writing Gully. 23 Here he saw Indians chasing 
23 Diligent inquiry resulted in J.E.A.MacLeod of 
Calgary discovering the place. The native of the region 
who supplied him with the information was David McDougall, 
junior, nephew of Dr.John McDougall. He describes it as 
being at Big Hill Spring, north and west from Cochrane in 
the Bow valley. Mr.MacLeod visited the place May 24th,l940. 
His description of it is as follows: 
Big Hill Creek crosses No.a Highway just west 
of Cochrane. It flows from the north-east through 
a nice valley, which is entered, not from the 
highway, but from the Dog Pound and Cremona Road, just north and west of Cochrane. While the valley 
runs further north, about seven miles from the 
s.outhern entrance the Creek enters it at right 
angles from the west, through quite a pronounced 
gorge or gully. Perhaps a mile or less up this gully 
is the writing on the rock which I found. 
Mr.MacLeod gave the writer to understand that the 
writing was as if it had been done over more ancient work. 
He considers that Rundle had noted places out of their true 
order. cf.Journal,April 14-15,184l,p.37. Rundle evidently 
did not cross the Bow, journeyed down the valley, and the 
"Little Elbow" near where he camped is probably the modern 
Elbow River. 
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buffalo. Entering their camp, he prayed and sang with them. 
The following day, in an attempt to find the Writing Gully 
Rock, Rundle enlisted the aid of one Pisshye, a half-breed~4 
The effort was futile. Descending into the valley he saw 
two herds of buffalo, and ascending the hills on the other 
side of the valley, looked across the plains to the foot of 
the Rockies. His efforts to get a buffalo were unsuccessful. 
That night they slept with their guns loaded because 
of the wolves. The wind was high and cold, and the weather 
unpleasant. Much game was seen, and finally they came upon 
the tracks of an Indian band. These led them acrosa Lady 
Simpson Falls to the Little Elbow River where they camped~5 
There Rundle saw, for the first time, a fire of buffalo 
dung. The horses were weakened by the long journey, so they 
24 This man was evidently GoveDnor Simpson's guide 
of the same year. cf.Simpson, Narrative of a Journey round 
the World,l841 and 1842,I,pp.l03,l09. Simpson says that In 
the Sprlng-or-1~ JOhn Rowand had secured as a guide to 
conduct his party as far as the Rockies, a half-breed Chief 
of the Mountain Crees named Peechee. He was a great man 
among the Crees, but a poor guide. 
25 Difficult to identify. They do not mention 
crossing the river, unless they did so at Lady Simpson Falls. 
It can scarcely be part of the present Elbow River·, which joins the Bow at Calgary, and which is much farther south. 
This would appear to be Kananaskis Falls, some 50 miles 
west of Calgary, and near the old Bow fort. 
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fed them on the pemmican which they themselves were eating. 
Unfortunately they had no tea. On April 16th they were still 
following the trail when they arrived at a camp-site where 
the embers of a fire were still warm, and about five in 
the afternoon arrived at the tent of a very hospitable Blood 
warrior. He had fallen behind a band of Bloods on their way 
to jo~n the Blackfoot camp. After eating heartily, they were 
surprised at the approach of a Blackfoot Chief, who, hearing 
of Rundle's arrival, had walked back to talk with him. That 
night Rundle pitched his tent on the grass and slept ~ery 
soundly. 
In the morning the missionary left early to join the 
main camp some two miles away. There the Chief insisted on 
him occupying his tent, and Rundle was obliged to visit all 
the tents, receiving gifts of meat at each. After eating at 
each place he began to feel very uncomfortable, but to 
refuse was to give offence. Altogether they presented him 
with fine berry pemmican, buffalo tongue, dried berries, 
buffalo fat, berry soup, and prairie turnips. After further 
displays of friendship and hospitality, Rundle held two 
services in the open air, and one in a tent specially fitted 
for the purpose. 
Next day Rundle left for the Blackfoot camp at the 
Bow River with two Chiefs, reaching it at eight o'clock. 
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The Chiefs went on ahead to announce the arrival of the 
missionary, so that he could be received with fitting pomp 
and ceremony. A white horse was brought for him to ride on, 
and amid a wealth of handshaking they proceeded to the camp. 
The visitation of each tent was repeated as before, and ~ 
large lodge was erected for the services, Rundle's tent 
being erected inside the larger one. When the Indians met 
for worship the place was crowded to excess. Rundle's 
interpreter, however, proved a little difficult, and a high 
wind made speaking poor. 
Rundle next turned to teaching the Indians to sing 
hymns. They requested him to stay with them until the camp 
was struck, when they intended heading north. The missionary, 
however, informed them that he must be back at Edmonton by 
the second of May, and soon after that set out. On the way 
snowstorms, frostbite, and difficulties of travel wearied 
them excessively, and they were glad when the Edmonton 
stockade appeared. The missionary's eyes were weak from 
snow-blindness, and his face frostbitten in three places. 
His lone guide all the way was a Blackfoot warrior. 
Rundle's Unique Achievement. When one takes into 
account the experiences of the other missionaries in the 
North West Territories with the Blackfeet, the achievement 
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of Rundle with them is truly outstanding. He went in among 
them unafraid, ate with them, slept with them, and even made 
the long journey from the Bos River to Fort Edmonton alone 
with a Blackfoot warrior. There is no indication of any 
other missionary even remotely approaching such experiences. 
with the Blackfeet. The mere fact that a Blackfoot Chief 
came back on the trail to greet Rundle and take him in 
triumph to the Blackfoot camp is highly significant. We 
have only to note the reactions of the other missionariea 
to the Blackfeet to see the difference between them and 
Rundle. 
Father DeSmet for instance, intrepid man that he was,, 
dared not strike directly across country from his mission of 
St. Mary's in the Bitterroot~ of Idaho to approach the 
Blackfeet who were driving his Flatheads from the buffalo 
country. He chose rather to meet the Blackfeet in the 
comparative safety of the Hudson's Bay posta, or at least 
with those posts in near proximity. So he endured a long, 
tedious, and difficult journey up the Columbi~ River, 
across the White Man's Pass of the Rockies, and through 
rooky terrain to the Mountain House. There the factor, John 
Edward Harriott, urged the priest not to go to certain death 
at the hands of the Blackfeet. The priest, although he set 
out, never met the Blackfeet, and returned home down the 
Columbia after about a year's absence without accomplishing 
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his mission. Indeed he appears to have abandoned his attempt 
to meet with the hereditary enemies of his Flatheads after 
the initial try. Harriott, who knew the lndians intimately, 
was probably correct when he implored the priest not to risk 
his life at the hands of the "Mohawks of the West." But he 
does not appear to have been concerned about Rundle. 
The Blackfeet were feared by all and sundry. There 
is, however, no indication that Rundle had any fear of them. 
Indeed they greeted him like a brother. Rundle's successor, 
the Reverend Thomas Woolsey, writing in 1861, exactly 20 
years after Rundle's Blackfoot experiences, gives in his 
report from Edmonton House the following: 
I have observed before that we have not yet 
effected any permanent good among the Sarcees, 
Blackfeet, or any of the Blood and Slave Indians. 
They are so treacherous as to make it hazardous 
to remain amongst them. 26 
Archdeacon Tims, of the Anglican Church, who labored 
among the Blackfeet from 1883 on, wrote in February 8th, 
1940:27 
26 Methodist Magazine,~,pp.ll32-33. 
27 Berry-Roe Manuscript,p.72. From a letter 
written by Archdeacon Tims to the Reverend J.P.Berry. 
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I should like to say that when I first arrived 
on the Blackfoot Reserve, I was told by the Indians' 
of one who had passed through their camp in earlier 
years and had made a great i~ression on them. They 
said he had spoken wonderful words to them, but he 
had passed on, and none seemed to know what had 
become of him. I have since come to the conalusion 
that it must have been Rundle. 
To Rundle must fall the honor of doing what no other 
white man, much less missionary, accomplished until many 
years after him. To have lived with, and preached to ~e 
feared Blackfeet is no small accomplishment; but to leave 
a profound impression for good which lasted forty years 
and more is, to say the least, very significant, and 
indicative of Rundle's ability and Christian character. 
CHAPTER VI 
FROM THE SASKATCHEWAN TO THE ATHABASCA. 
~Firat Trip :!2, Fort llll• It took Rundle more 
than two weeks to recuperate tram the winter'• activities. 
but he did not neglect the work at Edmonton because ot 
that. Aa soon as he telt better he lett tor Carlton House 
and Port Pitt in company with Harriott. Three days ot 
travel brought them to Fort Pitt. The tor' was situated 
close to the bank of the river, and laid out much in the 
same fashion aa Carlton House. It stood on a tine prairie 
plateau, as level as a board, surrounded on three aides by 
pleaaant prairie hills. The missionary preached here in the 
evening. At the expiration ot another three days of travel 
they reached Carlton House. Here eight days were spent in 
teaching the children of the vicinity the elements ot 
Christianity. 
By June lOth they had lett for Battle River to meet 
some Indians. Riding steadily for four days they came acrosa 
some lakes near which they discovered a band of Indiana 
hunting buffalo. Crossing the Battle River for the third 
ttme they came upon sixteen tents. Here Rundle pitched his 
tent, and invited the Indiana to smoke, informing them of 
the purpose ot his visit. The next day he assembled the 
Indiana three times, as many as aixty being present on each 
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occasion. The following day he again spoke to fifty. 
After a very profitable ttme, bidding the Indiana 
farewell they made tor Fort Pitt. On the way Rundle sprained 
his ankle severely, but managed to make the tort without too 
much trouble. The day before he reached the stockade, June 
l8th,l84l, he celebrated his thirtieth birthday.l Preaching 
in Cree in the morning at the tort, aDd reading his prayers 
in English, he spoke on the message of the angela to the 
shepherds. In the evening he again spoke in Cree, and tor 
several days held evening services. One time he read to them 
in French, and was pleased at the attendance and interest 
manifested. 
~ among !!!!.. Crees !!. Edmonton ~ Vicinity. By July 
3rd he was back at Edmonton House. There he discovered 14 
tents of Crees without the fort, and also a Cree warrior 
from Rocky Mountain House requesting his presence there. 
However, he remained at Edmonton until July 15th, addressing 
the Indians in n1a room at times, and in the Indian House 
when the crowd was large. On one occasion he held service 
in the hall of the fort. Throughout this period he met with 
the children every day and reports their rapid improvement. 
l Journal,June 18,184l,p.4l. 
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~ Mountain House. Crossing the Pigeon Hills and 
the Battle River, through woods and swampy creeks, Rundle by 
the middle of July was again heading for the Mountain House. 
At the Beaver River he encountered a party of Crees on their 
way to the main camp, and also an Indian from that camp who 
said that he had been seeking Rundle three times. Later many 
people came to meet them on horseback, and a tent was placed 
at Rundle's disposal when they made camp. While here, news 
came of the massacre of seven Assinaboines with their ten 
women and twenty-five children, by a band of Blackfeet 
hunting on the plains. 
!!.2!.!, among !h!, Crees·. A tent was fitted up for the 
services, and Rundle translated some Collects and the Ten 
Commandments into Cree by means of the Cree Syllabic. On 
July 19th he held three services, 170 souls being present 
in the evening. He spoke to them forcibly of conjuring, and 
the power of God was manifest in no small degree. Between 
the services he taught the children to sing hymns, and 
later catechized them on God and the Creation. On another 
occasion, when he spoke to them of the Deluge, he noted 155 
present. 
On the 28th of July Rundle decided to leave for 
Edmonton, and some of the Indians accompanied him part of 
the way. The next day he was agreeably surprised to meet 
the party of Governor Simpson, 45 in all, on horseback. 
The party included a young Russian en route from Petersburg 
to Sitka:, in the service of the Russian America Company, 2 
and Dr.Rowand, son of the Edmonton Factor, a Montreal 
surgeon who was accompanying Simpson on his world tour. 3 
Rundle, at Simpson's request, went to the Battle River with 
the group to discuss some matters with the Governor. The ~J 
after he left the party and set out for Edmonton, which 
place he reached July 3lst,l841. 
Spending some time at the Indian encampment near the 
fort, Rundle preached to as many as 200 at once, teaching 
them prayers and hymns. Then on S~ptember 6th the Brigade 
arrived from the East bringing twenty letters for the 
missionary. He spent the whole night writing, and the next 
day, when the brigade left for the Columbia, despatched all 
his letters with it. By the end of S~ptember he was again at 
the Mountain House. There he found a band of Blackfeet 
trading to the accompaniment of much drinking. Journeying 
· in the evening to a small ABsinaboine camp near the fort, 
he preached to an attentive group.A ;.band of Sarcees also 
2 Simpson, Narrative £t ~ Journey round ~ World, 
1841 and 1842,!,174. 
---
~ L.R.Masson, ~ Bourgeois ~ ~ Compagnie ~ 
Nord-Ouest,II,24. 
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received his attentions, but the7 left abruptl7 1 telling him 
tha~ the7 preferred rum to his aer.mons. On October 11th he 
held a service which turned a den ot thieves into a house 
of pra7er. Katherine Desmond, a halt-breed Cree maiden, was 
catechized during the service, and answered verJ clearl7. 
Same were accepted tor baptism, and others deferred for a 
time. By October 16th nearl7 all the halt-breeds and Indiana 
had lett the fort, and after some more bapt isma Rundle 
returned to Edmonton. 
The Arrival of the Reverend James Evans. Rundle's ................ ..........._ __
Superintendent Minister, the Reverend James Evans, arrived 
at Edmonton on October 30th, 1841, late in the evening. 
On November 7th he preached in the morning, and Rundle in 
the evening. By November 11th the weather had turned cold, 
but the river was not 7et frozen over. James Evans and John 
Edward Harriott were bua7 translating, and Rundle busied 
b±mself looking over his baptismal list. There were 146 on 
the Saskatchewan, not to mention tnoae he had baptized at 
Norwa7 House. He rejoiced that he was nearl7 perfect in the 
Cree S7llabar7• 
Evans, however, had planned a comprehensive tour ot 
his super1ntendencJ. 4 After spending a tew weeks at Edmonton 
« Methodist Magazine,~,p.225. 
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with Rundle he intended, by snowshoes or carriole to visit 
Forts Jasper, Assinaboine, Lesser Slave Lake, Dunvegan, 
Vermilion, Chippewyan, Fond du Lac, La Crosse, Green Lake, 
and back by Carlton to Norway House, a tota! distance of 
six thousand miles. There was meed, therefore, tor a start 
to be made, and Evans was anxious to complete the tour of 
his superintendency. 
ComparisonS?.£..~ !2.!:!, ~Rundle ~Evans. A 
perusal of the entire Journal -- by no means complete 
shows that Rundle had a total of 445 baptisma, roughly one 
third adults, and thirty marriages. The number of baptisma 
credited to James Evans is 193, of which 77 were adults, 
and twenty-seven marriages. This is further discussed in 
the summary of the last chapter of this dissertation. Thus 
despite the fact that Rundle labored under the handicaps ot 
a more primitive country than Norway House, and less docile 
natives, the results of his work are just as imposing as 
those of his superintendent. 
~ Trip 12, f.2!:! Assinaboine. On November 18th, Evans, 
Rundle, and Harriott lett tor Fort Assinaboine, located at 
the junction ot the Athabaaca and the Freeman Rivera. By the 
20th of November they had reached the tort, where Rundle 
labored without the help of an interpreter, while Evans lett 
tor Lesser Slave Lake. Teaching the Indians some small words 
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in the Cree Syllabic, the meaning of the Lord's Prayer, and 
• few hymns, Rundle started for Edmonton on Christmas Day, 
and reached there three days later. 
Work At Edmonton House. For the next six weeks --~;;;;..;;;..--.. ....... 
Rundle remained at Edmonton busily engaged. !he changing 
panorama of the tort produced strange contrasts. While the 
Christaas of 1841 was spent in an atmosphere of spiritual 
blessing, New Year's Day was celebrated with a good deal of 
carousing, and some of the Indians became drunk. 
Then came the man whom Rundle had wished to see for 
a long time, George McDougall, ot Lesser Slave Fort.5 He 
invited Rundle to visit him in the north, and the offer was 
accepted. At this time there were so many Indians at the 
fort anxious to hear the Gospel that the ordinary chapel 
would not hold them, and so the main hall was requisitioned. 
Lesser .. s l-.av......._e !::!!.!.• On February 15th, 1842, Rundle . 
started in a carriole with George McDougall for Lesser Slave 
Lake. Pour days later they arrived at Fort Assinaboine after 
much trouble with the dogs, and a broken sleigh. To add to 
his discamforture the missionary had a severe cold,·and 
5 Servant of the North West Company, and taken over 
by the Bay Company at union in 1821. He was born around 1783 
and when he died was still a clerk. 
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developed a toothache. The latter he had blistered, which 
afforded him much relief. From the tort they embarked on 
the Athabasca, changing from that to the Slave River, and by 
the 28th they had passed the Moose River, a northern 
tributary of the Slave. Two days later they made an island 
where McDougall had cached some fish, but the fish were gone, 
and the man who lived nearby was not to be found. The cold 
began to assume such alarming proportions that the 
possibility of freezing to death became imminent. However, to 
halt was to die, so they pushed on, eating a thin gruel made 
of flour, snow water, and part of a buffalo tongue. They 
became so exhausted that the men threatened to lie down and 
perish on the ice. About two hours before daylight they 
finally made Shaw's Po~t, a prominent headland on the lake. 
There, in some freemen's housea,6 they discovered a good 
supply of fish. That night Rundle slept in his carriole 
inside the house, and awoke much refreshed. The next day, 
March 4th,l842, they held a short service and then started 
for the fort. Unfortunately, the dogs having Been too well 
fed, the trip took four hours. Here they were well received 
by Mrs.McDougall and others, and in the evening all 
6 Freemen were former indentured servants of the 
Company who had served their time, and elected to live in 
the same area in which they had labored. 
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assembled for prayer, about sixty being present. The first 
Sunday saw Rundle conducting services in English, French, 
and Cree, assisted in the French by McDougall, and in the 
Cree by his interpreter. Meeting with the younger people 
Rundle taught them the Cree Syllabary, and some hymns. 
About this time news came from White Fish Lake, further 
7 north. A band of Indians had expected to make the twenty 
mile trip for religious instruction, but could not because 
of the lack of food. 
Rundle continued preaching every day, translating, 
and administering the sacraments. Unfortunately the supply 
of food in the fort became depleted, and the regular influx 
of starving Indians made the situation more critical still. 
Yet the Indians improved rapidly in the teaching which he 
was giving them. The services went on with as many as 70 
present, and 22 were baptized on one occasion. The school 
which Rundle taught also progressed well, until all the 
pupils could write the Cathechism in Cree Syllabic. The 
total number of baptisma at this time was 72 in this= region. 
Af~er a night spent in writing, on May 3rd, Rundle 
and McDougall left on horseback. Reaching the end of the 
7 Probably Utikuma Lake. 
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lake, which was seventy miles long, Rundl~ held two services 
and baptized two children. On the tenth of the month the 
Athabasca was reached, and here some Indians met them by 
arrangement. Some difficulty was experienced in talking 
with them as they knew the Cree imperfectly. Rundle left a 
calendar with their Chief for the keeping of the Sabbath. 
Taking to a canoe, they sailed down the Assinaboine to the 
fort. There they held service. and then, with two men, 
William and Baptiste Supreneau, Rundle started for the 
Edmonton stockade. At the Babineau River a raft was made, 
but the water being lower than they thought, they crossed 
without its aid. Losing his knife on the trail, Rundle went 
back to find it, but without success for a while. Then an 
overhanging branch knocked his hat to the ground. On getting 
off his horse to retrieve the hat, Rundle discovered his 
knife lying on the ground, and gave thanks to a guiding 
Providence. That evening he camped with some half-breeds. 
Around them a dreadful fire was raging. Rundle's leg, which 
had been kicked by a horse, ached interminably. Crossing the 
Sturgeon without a raft, they arrived at Edmonton on the 
nineteenth of May1 1842. 
CH4PTER VII 
THE ASSINABOINES AND STONIES OF THE ROCKY MOUNTAINS 
The Old Bow Fort. After the privations of far-flung 
-----
Lesser Slave Lake the seuurity of the fort was not unwelcome. 
However, by May 31st, 1842, Rundle was off again for the 
Mountain House. On JUne 3rd and 4th it snowed all day. Then 
the weather began to improve, so that by the seventh they 
breakfasted at Little Red Deer River, and then made the 
crossing. 1 The mountains looked beautiful in the distance. 
At even camp was made at Dog Pound River.2 Here they met an 
Indian boy who informed them that all the Indians had left 
for Galle Lake. Deciding to return, they left a cache of 
some tea and sugar for John Rowand, so that he could have 
some provisions on his way back from the Columbia. That 
night they stayed with the Indian boy's father, one Oottery, 
and for the next ten days he entertained them hospitably. 
With Cottery Rundle climbed the hiJ_ls_to g~t a view of the 
distant mountains, but with little success. Th~n on June 11th 
1 A tributary of the Red Deer River, which joins the 
main stream 8 miles west of Innisfail, ~berta. 
2 Dog Pond Creek, a tributary of the Little Red Deer, joining it-west of Olds, Alberta, about fifty miles north 
of Calgary. 
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Rundle, with a guide, struck through by the old Bow Fort.3 
At~er encountering great difficulty crossing a swamp, they 
found the fort overgrown with weeds, and the Rookies still 
as far away as ever. Striking north again for the Little Red 
Deer River, deserted by his guide, and finding no Indians, 
Rundle finally made Edmonton by JUne 22nd,l842. 
The Arrival of Father Thibeault. There Rundle found 
- --
a Roman priest, Jean Baptiste T.hibeault,4 who had managed to 
turn almost all the natives to the Roman faith. For some 
time •uite a number of the Indians round the fort avoided 
Rundle, and all that attended his services, outside of the 
English and the Crees, was a mere handful of natives. The 
pries~ remained busy and effective until his departure in 
July. 
Difficulties at Edmonton. Not only did the presence 
... -
of the Roman priest deplete the attendance at Rundle's 
services, but the fact that Sunday was the day generally 
selected, with the addition of other holy days, for horse 
3 Built by A~exander Henry in 1802, and burnt by 
the Indians in 1832. 
· 4 Thibeault selected a site for a mission at Lao 
Ste.Anne, forty-five miles north west of Edmonton. Jean 
Baptiste Thibeault(lSl0-79) was afterwards Vicar-General 
of the Diocese of St. Boniface. His visit at this time was 
of four months duration, and ln this short time he baptized 
353 children, solemnized 20 marriages, and admitted four 
persons to their first communion. of.Riddell,.2£•.2!!.• ,p.26. 
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racing~eftected it also. The beautiful two mile track proved 
a strong competitor. Therefore, on JUly 31st, Rundle held 
no English services, and contented himself with meeting with 
some Indians. Three days later he lett with John Rowand on 
horseback to visit the Old White Mud Fort, 5 and at the 
Horse-Guard next day marvelled at the fine appearance of the 
200 horses there. On his return to headquarter• he tound 
that word had come from the Rooky Mountain Crees inviting 
hia to visit thea. 
Rundle, however, did not leave Edmonton until August 
18th, for there was much to do. Moreover, his mind was much 
preoccupied with speculations about the priest. Was he 
fomenting trouble? He had already told the Indians that ne•• 
but the Pope had the right to send missionaries to the 
Saskatchewan. 6 Neither the Government nor the Queen had the 
right to do so. While the remark really did not apply to 
Rundle, since he was sent neither by the Gover.mment nor the 
Queen, yet it was aimed at him, and the inference was that 
the territory belonged religiously to the Roman faith both 
by population and priority. 
·PoperJ ~Heathenism. In Rundle's mind Popery and 
5 On the North Saskatchewan River, south ot 
Duffield, ~lberta. 
6 Journal,June 27th,l842,p.56. 
Heathenism are linked together as twin forms of evil. 
Indeed, he barely distinguishes them. However, his hatred of 
Popery did not apparently communicate itself to his flock, 
nor did it embitter his relations with Roman Catholic laymen 
or priests. John Rowand and Rundle had very amicable 
relations, although Rowand was a staunch Romanist. Indeed, 
Rundle made friends with perhaps the strongest proponent of 
Popery ever to come to the Saskatchewan in his time, Father 
DeSmet. In his Journal of October 4th,l845, we find:"Perhaps 
a Roman Catholic Priest and a Wesleyan Missionary never 
before met and parted on such good terms. "'7 DeSmet requested 
an interest in Rundle's prayers, and gave him the address 
of his brother in Belgium, and a letter of introduction.8 
With Father Thibeault Rundle had no open hostility; with 
Bourassa Rundle traveled down the Slave River. 
Nevertheless, the antagonism is there, and finds 
expression in the Journal. Neither was the intolerance 
one-sided. Father DeSmet could write exultingly:"Mr.Demers 
withdrew from the Methodists a whole village of savages at 
Willamette Falls." 9 In comparison to this the letter of the 
7 p.73 
8 Journal,October 29th,l845,p.75; October 4th, 
1845,p.73. 
9 Thwaites, ~·~· 1XXVII,p.388. 
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Reverend Peter Jacobs, native missionary at Rainy Lake when 
Rundle was at Edmonton, is indicative of the feeling which 
sometimes existed between priests and Protestant ministers. 
Writing on January 15th,l848,10he says: 
In opposition to our mission work in this 
District a year or two ago, • • • a Romish priest 
from the Red River settlement came and erected a 
large chapel • • • and made wonderful promises which 
he was never able to fulfil to them. The Indians now 
call him the "man of falsehood.." Notwithstanding his 
great advantage over me in the display of his silver 
crosses, and of his barber-shop-like pictures, which 
are very pleasing to the eyes of the Heathen, he(the 
Priest) has met with no better success with his 
Indians than I do at this place. The Priest has 
altogether abandoned his Mission • • • the Indians 
will consign the Romish chapel to the fire. 
~ ~ 2t Rundle's Failure. It is worthy of note 
that Father DeSmet makes no allusion to Rundle in his 
account of the winter of 1845-46 that he spent in the area 
of Edmonton. This is understandable. The priest would not 
10 Methodist Masazine,~,p.444. 
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wish to report the success that Rundle was having with the 
Indians. This brings to the fore a charge made against 
Rundle, which is both difficult to understand and also to 
substantiate, namely the myth, or legend, that Rundle was a 
failure. Its reputed source is John Rowand, and the retailer 
is the Reverend A.G.Morice, who says: 
The important Fort Edmonton had for a commander 
a Catholic, Mr.John Rowand, who had represented to 
the authorities that the minister who had passed the 
winter with him was making absolutely no headway 
with the Indians, the majority of whom were Crees, 
and seemed willing to listen to the "True Praying 
Ones", as they termed the Catholic priests.ll 
It is difficult to determine to whom Rowand is 
referring, since he mentions no one by name. He could not be 
referring to Woolsey, Rundle's successor, sinoe Rowand died 
' - . 
the year before Woo~sey oame to Edmonton. The only one who 
oould qualify as having "passed the winter" with Rowand was 
Father DeSmet, who spent most of the winter of 1845-48 in 
Edmonton. Rundle spent no less than eight winters with 
Rowand. 
11 Morice, ~·~.,pp.l85-88. 
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As to the "Black Gowns", as the Indians called the 
Roman priests, being preferred by the natives, John 
McDougall cites cases where the visits of the priests caused 
dubious comment among the Indians, and even hostility.l2 In 
other cases Catholic Indians opposed their priests in favor 
of McDougall's wishes,l3 or lost their confidence in their 
priest because of his assumption of superior powers which 
proved illusory,_as in the case of a small pox epidemic.l4 
Catholic missions also failed.l5 
Indeed the internal evidence is all against Rowand 
thinking Rundle a failure, for he made him the spiritual 
guide for his daughters, and allowed him to officiate at 
his son's wedding, although Father Thibeault was in the 
vicinity. The wedding took place January 6th,l848,16 and 
Thibeault was at Edmonton House the preceding Christmas 
Day, dining at Rowand's table. 17 
p.444. 
12 ~ River Rebellion,pp.73-74. 
13 Ibid.,pp.ll2-4. 
14 ~.,pp.l22-3 
15 Kane,~.cit.,pp.64-65; Methodist Magazine, ~~ 
16 Journal, January 6th,l848,p.98. 
17 Kane,~.£!!.,p.374. 
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The failure, if indeed there was any failure, might 
well be Father Thibeault himself. The fact that he moved his 
mission to Lac Ste Anne, and later to St. Albert, indicates 
that he did not consider the fort a good location for his 
work. However dutiful a son of the Roman Church Rowand might 
be, he would scarcely relish the priest going around telling 
all and sundry "that neither the Government nor the Queen 
had any right to send missionaries here -- the power belonged 
to the Pope!" 18 It may well be that the removal of the Roman 
mission was suggested by Rowand himself. 
As a matter of fact, Rundle would appear, according 
to the testimony of disinterested observers, both popular 
and effective. He himself, of course, says nothing of his 
popularity, but it is plain to be read between the lines. 
Paul Kane says of Rundle at Carlton House that Rundle was 
"rather a favorite" amongst the Indians and "came in for a 
large share of their attentions." 19 John MoDouga1120 has it 
that the old Stoney Chief Cheneka, or Chiniquay, who was a 
18 Journal,June 27th,l842,p.56 
19 Kane, ~·£!l.,p.ll6. 
20 McDougall, Saddle, Sled, ~ Canoe,p.202; also 
his Western Trails,pp.20,2o1. ----
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lad in Maskepetoon's camp,21 told him that a change was 
noticeable in the Cree Chieftain's character from the first 
day he met Rundle. General Lefroy describes Rundle as a 
little man, and one of negligdble comeliness.22 The fact 
that, unlike other men, he met the tallest and fiercest 
savages unarmed, shows the quality and bearing of the man. 
Moreover, it is recorded that when H.B.Steinhauer ·came in 
1855, seven years after Rundle's departure, to take charge 
of the mission field of the Saskatchewan along with the 
Reverend Thomas Woolsey, he was amazed at the permanence of 
the impression that his predecessor had made •. He relates,23 
21 cf. J.P.Berry, Maskepetoon, Alberta's First Martv-
to Peace,p.3f. The first record:we hive of this Cree Ohler 
in the Journal, is the entry for August 12,1843,p.63. He was 
Rundle's convert and worked for peace between his people and 
the Blackfeet, finally succeeding in arranging a treaty. In 
the spring of 1869 when the control of the North West was 
passing from the Bay Company to the Dominion of Canada, the 
two missionaries George and John McDougall planned to 
promote a great peace camp among the Indians. Maskepetoon 
and his two sons in pursuance of this entered a Blackfoot 
camp carrying a white flag and an open Bible. They were 
received in a friendly manner, and then murdered. Due to 
this sacrifice peace reigned around Edmonton during the days 
of the Red River Rebellion. 
22 John Henry Lefroy, Autobiography(l817-90),p.97. 
23 Maclean, Vansuards of Canada,p.57. Steinhauer 
made Lac la Biche the center of~s work until he moved to 
White Fish Lake. He was a· full blooded Ojibway, born in 
1820. Was ordained 1n 1855 by the Canadian Wesleyan 
Conference in London, Ontario, in 1855. 
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that on approaching an Indian encampaant, he was struck by 
the unwonted quiet that prevailed. This was broken soon by 
unmistakeable sounds of worship, adoration, and exhortation. 
Drawing near, he heard a voice in prayer cry;"Lord, send us 
another missionary like Rundle." 
Furthermore, Rundle's converts were not among the 
poor and ob~cure alone. Maskepetoon, the great Chief of the 
Blood Crees; Ben Sinclair, who laid the foundation of the 
Mission at White Fish Lake; Pakan, the Chief whose loyalty 
during the_rebellion of 1885was·acknowledged by the 
Government; and Peter Erasmus, translator and interpreter, 
- - . 
and others whose names will never be known, were made free 
from their superstitiona.24 
If any further ppoof were needed to establish the 
ability and effecti~eness of Rundle as a preacher of the 
Gospel and a saver of souls, then surely the proof was made 
manifest at the Canadian Methodist General Conference held 
in Toronto, Ontario, September lst,l886. On the platform 
of the Conference stood the Reverend John McDougall and 
three Indians. all four had Indian blood in their veins. 
McDougall introduced his companions. First he 
indicated Pakan, Chief of the Whitefish Lake Indians, so 
· 24 Mrs.F.C.Stephenson,-One Hundred Years of Canadian 
- _.....,........,........,iiiiiiii; 
:Methodist :Missions, 1824-1924,!,87. 
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rooted and grounded in his loyalty to the Government that 
not even Big Bear, Poundmaker, Louis Riel, and the whole 
rebellious faction could crack him. Next came Samson, Chief 
of Bear's Hill, an old friend of Mr.McDougall's father, the 
Reverend George McDougall, and of all white men. He was 
thoroughly loyal during the rebellion, and stood by his 
minister like a brother. The next, J.onas, was a Mountain 
Stoney, and one of the band who for the last forty years, 
ever since Rundle went among them, have been friends of the 
whites. 25 The testimony of Archdeacon Tims of the Anglican 
Church has already been given,26 as also that of the Earl 
of Southesk. 27 All of which goes to show that the work of 
Rundle was both effective and lasting. 
The Crees 2t ~ Plains. Troubled as he was with the 
activities of Father Thibeault, Rundle started out in compa~ 
with a half-breed on the 18th of August for a Cree camp on 
the plains. Traveling through a country where the water was 
scarce and bad, and where the buffalo abounded, they arrived 
at a camp of 45 tents. That evening Rundle held an open air 
service, later instructing the children, and baptizing 
25 Methodist Magazine,~,p.941. 
26 cf.ante p.l03 
27 cf. ante p.lOO 
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four adults, whom he had previously married. From there he 
rode to Battle Lake, where he found a situation which he 
thought was admirably suited to a mission station. After 
doing some writing for the Indians in the form of Sunday 
calendars, he returned to Edmonton. 
Lesser Slave Lake. By the end of September he was 
;:;;;.;;.;;;.;;;..;;.. ---- -
off again, this time for Lesser Slave Lake. Reaching Fort 
Assinaboine in three days, by October 7th he was at his 
destination with the McDougalla. Here he remained till the 
end of November baptizing and holding services, this time 
managing to visit the Indians at Utikuma Lake. Holding a 
school for the children, and services for the adults in the 
evenings, he noted an average of 20 present at the latter. 
December the tenth found him .. back again at the fort, at 
which place he held worship till the 19th, and from there 
proceeding to Fort Assinaboine for the Christmas services. 
By December 29th he was again within the Edmonton stockade. 
Edmonton House. No Indians being at the fort Rundle 
spent most of his time mastering Cree, and teaching the 
daughters of John Rowand. Near the end of February,l8431 
one Baptiste came with the news that some twenty tents of 
Indians wished Rundle to go to them at the Beaver Hills. 
Although the weather was cold, and the thermometer showed 
30 degrees below zero, the missionary set out. The 
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Assinaboines and Crees gave him a great reception, and 
attended his services en masse, as many as 70 being present 
at once. Rundle translated for them, and married some. He 
would have baptized others if river water could have been 
obtained, refusing to use melted snow. Water was carried 
from a great distance, whereupon the baptisms were duly 
performed. By March 15th,l843, he was back at Edmonton 
writing up his reports and translating prayers into Cree 
Syllabic. As the weather became warmer more Indians came to 
the fort, and the attendance at worship increased, around 
100 being present at the Good Friday service. Regular 
meetings were held in Rundle's room also, and he distributed 
many Sabbath books to the Indians. During this time he was 
much encouraged to hear that two of his converts, Frazer 
O'Lee and Laver, had being doing the work of teaching at the 
Red Deer River in his absence. 
!h! Crees .2£ !h! ~ ~ -R.-.iv_e_r._. On July 29th, two 
young men came to conduct him to the Rocky Mountain Crees. 
On the way they had encountered a band of Bloods, Sarcees, 
and Blackfeet, and narrowly escaped death. Prayers of 
thanksgiving were offered for their safe arrival. However, 
before they could set out, a band of Blackfeet made camp 
near the fort. On August 4th Rundle set out, and came upon 
a camp of Rocky Mountain Crees along with some Assinaboines. 
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At the first service, when he preached to them on the 
Resurrection, some burst into tears. A·fter crossing the Red 
Deer River the following day, he gained the main Cree 
encampment, and found a good leather tent prepared for his 
reception by Chief Maskepetoon,28 There were 23 tents there 
altogether, and each morning and evening the Indians 
gathered together for praJer, at which time Rundle taught 
them the Lord's Prayer and the Apostles' Creed, making 
Sunday books for them. Moving to Tobacco Weed Plain, 
probably the modern Pipestone Creek, the services continued 
with as many as 170 being present. Three children were 
brought to him who had previously been baptized by the 
priest, but Rundle refused to repeat the sacrament. Anpther 
band of ~sinaboines arrived with many children to be 
baptized. The teaching of prayers and hymns also took pp 
much of Rundle's time. Atter two months of ppofitable work, 
on September 7th,l843, after traveling through dangerous· 
country where marauding Indians abounded, he arrived again 
at Edmonton. On September 24th the brigade from Norway 
House arrived, and Rundle had a larger congregation than 
usual. Sixty attended his Indian service. 
~ ~ River Assinaboine ~· Although at this 
28 of. ante footnote 21, page 127. 
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time Rundle complains somewhat of poor health, this did not 
prevent him from making a visit to Lesser Slave Lake and the 
Mountain House, and also to the Cree camp in the Beaver 
Hills. By the tenth of October he was again at the Mountain 
House preaching to nine tents of Aasinaboines and Sarcees. 
So importunate were they that Rundle promised to accompany 
them to their camp on the Bow River. His services were well 
attended, and many came to his room to smoke. Many outdoor 
services were held also, and at one of these he experienced 
great pleasure in hearing a Chief's son and two other boys 
repeat the Lord's Prayer in ABsinaboine. 
On October 17th,l844, they set out, though snow wa~ 
falling, for the Assinaboine camp to the south. So fierce 
were the wolves that they were compelled to set a guard on 
their horses at night, even though they had killed a couple 
of wolves following them. They were following the Slave 
Indian Road, later known as the Blackfoot Trail, and by 
October 19th came out on the plains. Crossing the Red Deer 
River they came to their destination, and Rundle was lodged 
in the Chief's tent. After a few daps they pitched off 
towards Ghost River, and then to Fallen Timber Creek, a 
tributary of the Upper Red Deer. The hunters at this time 
were lucky, and came in with four animals. Every one feasted 
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at this windfall, and made up for several weeks of short 
rations. Two days later they moved to Greasy Plains again, 
or La Prairie de la Graisse. Through all this period of 
wandering Rundle had busied himself with the translation 
of hymns and prayers. The arrival of Mr.Bird, the 
interpreter, helped considerably. 
Moving constantly, they came eventually to the 
vicinity of the Red Deer River. Here Rundle engaged in his 
favorite cport of mountain-climbing, but failed to get a 
clear view of tne Rockies. By November 9th they were on the 
south side of the Bow. Thirty animals had been killed by 
the hunters, and the supply of meat was plentiful. 
Mountain ClimbipS ~ Wanderins• Successful in 
every way as his work had been, there was yet one ambition 
which Rundle had failed to attain. He had caught no clear 
view of the Rockies. Determining to accomplish his desire, 
Rundle set out with a guide Tenegibachak, and after passing 
several hills, they came again to the old Bow Fort. Although 
the guide wished to camp, Rundle elected to press on. With 
them now was a boy, and a man named Benjamin. On the month 
of November,l844, Rundle made an attempt to climb one of the 
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nearby mountains, but coming to a place where he could go no 
further, he was forced to descend. Just as he had come to 
the conclusion that he was lost, he heard a gunshot, and 
following the direction of the sound, made camp by midnight. 
On November 13th,l844, Rundle walked up a most 
beautiful valley, and sketched what he called "Devil's Head 
Mountain.•29 He was now on his way back to Edmonton, and 
after some trouble with the dogs, they left the road which 
the Assinaboines generally used through the mountains, and 
headed for the Blackfoot 'rail. Camping at night on Eagle 
Hill, 30 they then struck for the Mountain House, and fell in 
with a band of Assinaboines. &d~:e.ilt.:was erected, more 
Assinaboines arrived, and worship was conducted in both 
Assinaboine and Cree. On the second of December he started 
for Edmonton, and then occurred an incident which may well 
have cost Rundle his life. Crossing a frozen lake, he fell 
through the ice, and was saved only by the presence of a 
dead buffalo underneath. On the sixth he entered Edmonton, 
to find Rowand anxious about him. Here he remained 
29 Rundle here may be between Lakes Louise and 
Agnes, where there is a mountain called Devil's Thumb, 
8 1 066 feet. Simpson, Narrative of a Journet round the World, 
1841 and l842,I,ll4, describes a-peak whic semewha~ 
resemDies-an-upturned face, and was called Devil's Nose. 
This may be the mountain which Rundle sketched. 
30 Just west of Olds, Alberta. 
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until January 9th,l845, when he again left for the Cree 
camp • .A. few days later he returned to the stockade because 
Indians were beginning to arrive at the fort. 
On Good Friday, March 21st, 1845, Rundle fasted. 
The Easter services were well attended, and on the Tuesday 
following he read his first se~on in Cree. There were many 
baptisms, and Rundle spent much time with the Indian young 
people. His health at this period was indifferent, and 
although he felt like going home to recuperate, refused to 
do so until a successor was sent. The arrival Qt five tents 
of Indians kept him busy, but the amount of drinking at 
the fort saddened him, and the horse-racing on Sundays 
depleted his congregation. 
Forts Carlton and Pltt. May 9th found the missionary 
------- -.--.-.........;.;.;.;;. - -
off again to the east, reaching Fort Pitt on the 19th. Here 
a aandtul of people attended evening prayers, and after 
baptizing William Flett's daughter they left for Carlton. 
Traveling secretly, without lighting fire or pitching tent, 
for the area was infested with belligerent Blackfeet, on 
May 26th they came to 200 tents of Crees and kssinaboines. 
At night the Indians joined in a war dance, and Rundle 
conducted prayers without singing because he did not care to 
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lift his voice in their unholy chants. It was impossible to 
accomplish much at that camp since the Indians were joined 
to their idols. But he could not leave alone, and not one 
Indian would go with him. Deciding to build a ratt and to 
float down the river, he began to make preparations. At this 
juncture his work was interrupted by the arrival of the 
Fall Brigade with Harriott in charge. The factor took most 
of Rundle's baggage in the boats, and arranged with a young 
man to go with Rundle as far as Carlton. Arriving there Jlay 
31st, Rundle immediately began to teach the children and 
conduct services. It was an immoral place, for thievery was 
rampan~, and popery prevalent. Leaving on August 12th,l845 1 
with an Assinaboine guide, Rundle visited a Cree camp~ar 
the fort, and receiving a cool reception, left soon after 
for Edmonton with John Rowand, whom he met accidently. 
The Assinaboines of the Bow River. Resting for a 
----- ----
month Rundle left again for the Mountain House, meeting two 
Aasinaboines sent to bring him to their camp. Near the Bow 
River he found twenty tents. 31 After a period of worship he 
left, caching some of his equipment, in order to catch up 
with the party which had gone on ahead of him, arriving at 
the Mountain House on the 30th. There he received news of 
the death of an old friend, Chief of the Rocky Mountain 
31 The location indicates the Battle River. 
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Assinaboines. Rundle was greatly comforted by the fact that 
on his deathbed the Chief exhorted his family to follow the 
path of the Christian~. 
, 
CHAPTER VIII 
THE W4NDERER OF THE SASKATCHEWAN 
~ Mission ~Father DeSmet. About the beginning of 
October, 1845, some Assinaboines arrived at the Mountain 
House, and Rundle went to their tents to greet them. They 
received him affably, and invited him into their midst to 
preach. The work seemed to be going along without undue 
incident, when sudde.ly, the Reverend Pierre Jean DeSmet S.J. 
arrived at the Mountain House. 1 He had came to confer with 
the Blaakfeet who were preventing his Flatheads from using 
the buffalo plains,i:O., .. order to effect some peaceful treaty. 
His plans, however, were rendered difficult bJ the 
refractoriness of his interpreter. 
Rundle's relations with Father DeSmet. Rundle found 
---- -.-,,;;;;;..;;.;;;..;;;,;;;;;;;,;;;, - --- ------
the priest very agreeable, especially so since the Romanist 
made no attempt to interfere with the Indians. Their 
association was most cordial, and later, at Edmonton, they 
spent the winter near one another. In parting, the priest 
asked to be remembered in Rundle's prayers, and gave him 
a letter of introduction to his brother in Belgium, whom 
Rundle promised to visit. 
On Sunday, October 5th, Father DeSmet celebrated 
1 Journal,Ovtober 4th,l845,p.72. This agrees with 
Thwaites,~·ill••xxix,234,in the date of DeSmet's arrival. 
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Mass in the hall of the fort, and in the afternoon Rundle 
held service. The following day the priest made peace among 
the parties concerned in a murder, and in the evening. 
sitting before a blazing fire, traded anecdotes with the 
Cornishman. He told of how on one occasion, although the 
sisters a~ St.Louis had supplied him with 200 shirts, yet 
he had passed two months without one, and returned to the 
city shirtless. 
On October 3rd,lS45, Rundle conducted services at 
the fort with 67 present, remaining busily engaged until the 
30th, when he left on horseback, calling at Battle River 
Lake to examine a location which he thought admirably suited 
for a mission station. Continuing by way of Pigeon Lake, 
he reached Edmonton to find extensive alterations under way. 
The pickets were enlarged, the store inside the fort was 
torn down, and there was some talk of moving his house. By 
November 20th the river had frozen over, and the winter had 
begun in earnest. 
Lesser Slave Lake and Difficulties with Romanism. ~~~ --~-------- ------------
The priest DeSmet had gone north, but the French priest 
Thibeault, whom Rundle did not find too cordial, was within 
the pickets. DeSmet returned within a few days, leaving 
soon after for Jasper House on his way home. On March 17th, 
1846, Rundle left for Lesser Slave Lake, following the 
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trail which DeSmet had made five days previously. By the 
24th he was safe at Fort Assinaboine, and after a few days 
rest, took canoe up the Athabasca, entering the Slave River 
and gaining the Lesser Slave Fort by the second of April. 
Here Ruddle found that two priests, Thibeault and Bourassa, 
had attracted nearly all the Indians to Romanism. Their 
headquarters was at Lao Ste.Anne, and Father Bourassa had 
come from Peace River. Both he and Rundle left together, 
the for.mer for Ste.Anne's mission, the latter for Edmonton. 
Fort Pitt and Carlton House. After another trip to 
-- - -..-.............................. ....... 
Carlton, marked by a shortage of food, and the eating of 
dogs by the Indiana, with a blazing prairie fire coming 
near to destroying the fort, Rundle left for Fort Pitt. 
Teaching and preaching for a month Rundle journeyed back to 
Edmonton in the company of John Rowand. 
Wanderings along ~ !!2!, River. Two weeks later we 
find Rundle at the Mountain House, wandering from one camp 
to another, until finally arriving at the camp of Chief 
Maskepetoon. By May 25th he and a guide were on the banks of 
the Bow River. Here, while fording the stream on horseback, 
Rundle clutched the reins too tightly, throttling the horse. 
Upon this the animal reared, and Rundle would have been 
thrown into the swift current had it not been for the timely 
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assistance ot Maskepetoon. This was the first time he had 
crossed the Bow.2 On May 28th they made breakfast at Steep 
Rook River.3 and later camped at High Wood River. 4 The 4ay 
after some sixteen tents ot Assinaboinea were encountered 
at the very edge of the Rookies. A tent was erected and 
prayers said. After an exchange ot gitta, Rundle spent some 
time catechizing the children. 
Crossing the nearby High River, and passing by 
Jumping Pound Creek, Rundle was joined by his interpreter 
Bird, with one Joseph, some Piegans, and Master Bow. 5 At 
the service held in Mr.Bird's tent some sixty-five were 
present. In the whole encampment there were about fifty 
tents, and Rundle was honored by being invited to sleep in 
the tent ot Bull's Head, the head chief. Moving with the 
Indians as they went from place to place, Rundle continued 
the services with large attendances. On one occasion he 
2 Journal,May 26th,l847,p.90. 
3 Probably Jumping Pound Creek, which is steep in 
places. 
4 The older name ot High River, which is about 
40 miles south of Calgary. 
5 Master Bow is unidentifiable. 
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shook hands with 200 Crees and Blackfeet. Moving along the 
Bow, Rundle finally crossed it on a r~ft, and came to a 
little river close to the mountains, probably the Kananaskis, 
near the ru!ns of an old Hudson's Bay Company teading post. 6 
Here he cached some of his equipment so as to facilitate 
travel. By June 28th they had reached a place where a most 
beautttul waterfall cascaded over a steep shelf of rock. 
This is probably the waterfall of the Kananaskis. 7 They were 
now a day's journey from the old Bow l'ort. S.oon they came 
upon a splendid lake, probably Devil's Lake, nine miles 
from Banff. 8 Moving along the shores or the lake, which the 
missionary thought vhe most beautiful he baa ever Heen, they 
9 
came to Wild Cat Lake, near the mouth of the Ghos~ River. 
On the first of July, passing tnrough the mountains to Dead 
River, they came again to the ol~ Bow Fort. 
They were now encamped near the Bow River, which 
Rundle crossed regu~arly to visit some Inoians, one of whom 
was Little Fish, his guide. This worthy's wife absolutely 
refused to allow her husband to be baptized by a Wesleyan 
6 The only ruin here is the old Bow Fort. 
7 Simpson, Na~~ative 2! ~ Journer round !h! World, 
1841 and 1~42,I,ll7. 
---
8 An interpolaliion in the Journal,p.93, agrees 
with this. 
9 Maclean, Vanf¥ards of Canad~,p.60, says that 
Rundle was the first whi e man-ro reacE the site of modern 
Banff. 
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missionary, preferring the priest. However, despite these 
little setbacks, the main services met with great success, 
as many as 125 attending. 
On July 12th,l847, a party started for Edmonton, and 
Rundle decided to accompany it. Arriving at the Battle 
River, they examined an experimental garden which Rundle had 
planted in the Spring, but from neglect it was a failure. 
Within the Edmonton enclosure by July 20th, they learned of 
a great and bloody conflict between the Blackfeet and the 
Crees. Rundle and two Indians immediately set off for the 
scene of the conflict. They found eleven killed, and joined 
a party leaving for the fort. 
The Fateful Accident. July 27th arrived with 
fateful consequences for the missionary, and decided, to a 
large extent, the future course of his life on the 
. . 
Saskatchewan. As the party neared Edmonton, Rundle was 
thrown from his horse, knocked senseless, and his arm 
fractured just above the wrist. After a short rest he rode 
tor 40 miles in great pain until he reached Stoney Plain, 25 
miles south-west of Edmonton. There he camped. Reaching the 
compound next day, he applied camphor to his wrist, but the 
pain was so intense that he could not sleep for two weeks. 
Factor Rowand came to see the sufferer, and gave as his 
opinion that the wrist was not properly set. One of the 
worthies at the fort took it upon himself to apply red 
willow bark, but the medicine did little good. 
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CHAPTER IX 
THE FINAL LABORS IN THE WEST 
Battle River ~ PiseQa f!!!• Poorly though he was, 
on October 2nd, Rundle, with Benjamin Sinclair, William, 
and Ephraim, set out for Battle River and Pigeon Lake to 
choose a place for a mission settlement. With only three 
horses to carry the heavy burdens, they were forced to walk 
the fifty miles. Once there, they made a canoe, and examined 
t~e surrounding country for three weeks, finally leaving for 
Edmonton on the 26th. Benjamin, his wife Margaret, and their 
child remained at the proposed site of the new mission. 
Within ~ Stockade !1 Edmonton. From the latter 
part of October, 1847, until February 24th,l848, Rundle 
remained within the fort at Edmonton, eng.aged in the routine 
work of the ministry, experiencing much pain and trouble 
with his crippled arm. On Christmas Day,l847, an invitation 
came from Edward Harriott, who was temporarily in charge of 
the fort, to dinner. Paul Kane, the artist, was present at 
this dinner too, and while he goes into rapturous detail 
. 
over the spread, Rundle barely mentions the fact of the 
invitation. It is characteristic of the man that he is 
unconcerned about a mere banquet. The salvation of souls is 
his chief concern. All else is incidental. 
14? 
They sat down at the table about 2:00 p.m.l The 
company included Harriott, Kane, Thibeault, Rundle, three 
clerks, and the rest of the officials of the Company. They 
ate in the dining-room, the largest hall of the fort, fifty 
feet by twenty-five feet, well warmed by huge log fires. The 
boarded walls and ceilings were painted in a style of the 
most barbaric gaudiness, 
and the ceiling filled with centre-pieces of 
fantastic gilt scrolls, making altogether a saloon 
which no white man could enter for the first time 
without a start, and which the Indians looked upon 
with awe and wonder. 2 
The room acted as a place of reception for the 
Indian chiefs, and its ornamentation was designed to impress 
the savage mind. There was no table-cloth, no candelabra, 
and no gaudy china. But the bright tin plates reflected 
happy faces, and the lack of the amenities was more than 
made up for by heartyappetites. The temperature outside was 
40 degrees below zero, but indoors all was warm. At the 
table a large buffalo hump lay by Harriott. At the other end 
1 Kane,~·£!!•,P•3?4. 
a Ibid.,p.3?4t. 
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of the board smoked a boiled buffalo calf taken from its 
mother by a Caesarean operation long before it had attained 
full growth. Kane served a dish of dried moose nose, while 
another served white fish delicately browned in buffalo 
marrow. The priest portioned the buffalo tongue, and Rundle 
the beaver tails. There were piles of potatoes, turnips, and 
bread, but no puddings, pies, or blanc-manges. 
Another scene of festivity occurred in Edmonton on 
January 6th,l848, when Rundle performed the wedding ceremony 
for John Rowand, junior, of Fort Pitt, and the daughter of 
John Edward Harriott. There was dancing and feasting until 
midnight, 3 and the next morning the bridal party left for 
Fort Pitt, 200 miles away, by carriole. They arrived at 
their destination in seven days, experiencing weather as 
cold as 47 degrees below zero, and killing 17 buffalo on 
the way. 
A·t this time there were about 56 men at the fort, 
and Rundle often had his dwelling filled with visitors, 
nearly always Indians, or half-breeds. He was constantly 
thinking of his savage charges, and more than once mentions 
despatching sugar, tea, tobacco, and lavendar to them. 
~ Mountain House !Ea. Pigeon Lake. On the 12th of 
3 !ill.· ,p.385. 
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April, Rundle left for the Mountain House by way of Pigeon 
Lake. At the latter place he found Benjamin Sinclair, and 
being fatigued, took a good rest. Crossing Battle River, 
Blind Man's River, and Medicine River, all of which were in 
flood and dangerous, by Good Friday, April 21st, crossing 
the North Saskatchewan on the ice, he came to the Mountain 
House. On Easter Sunday, as a consequence of drinking, the 
Assinaboines at the fort were not called to prayer. The rum 
had spoilt the arrangements completely. Still Rundle 
celebrated three baptisms, solemnized several marriages, 
and then returned to Edmonton in the Company's boats. 
After the usual routine of the fort for some weeks, 
on the seventh of June Rundle started for Pigeon Lake with 
a half-breed and five horses. Arriving here the following 
day they found a small house just completed, and a small 
plot of ground broken for a garden. There Rundle held 
service, and established a class meeting. This was the 
official beginning of the Pigeon Lake Mission. Later it fell 
on evil days, but was reopened by George McDougall in 1864. 4 
Benjamin Sinclair, in charge, was an Ojibwa, and later 
raised some of the finest wheat ever produced north of the 
North Saskatchewan River. 
4 cf. John McDougall, Saddle, ~~ and Canoe,p.78. 
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~Death of James Evans. On February 26th,l848, 
Rundle has the following entry in his Journal: "Received 
papers and saw about the death of Mr. Evans."5 From then 
on the Journal is disconnected and lacking in detail. 
Evidently parts of Rundle's original papers have been lost. 
On June the 8th, 1848, the Journal has:6 
I stayed a week or so at Edmonton, when I left 
for Norway House or England, as I should afterward 
determine. I finally decided on the latter. 
For three years now Rundle had been asking for a 
successor, but since none arrived had remained at the past 
of duty. 7 There seemed little likelihood of any successor 
being sent in the near future. 
!E! Return ~ !Asland. Leaving Edmonton July 4th, 
1848, in a rude canoe wnich was none too seaworthy, and 
5 p.99. James Evans died November 28th,l846, in 
Keilby, Lincolnshire, England. He left Norway House in the 
Spring of 1846 condemned by a Hudson's Bay court for gross 
immorality. These charges have since been disproved. 
Although he kept a diary of his work at Norway House, most 
of it was burned in a fire. cf.R1ddell,~.cit.,p.2a. 
6 p.lOl. 
7 Methodist Magazine, 1845,I,p.413. Letter of James 
Evans from Norway House,July,l8~where he states that he 
had been expecting Rundle's arrival en route to England, but 
has come to the conclusion that Rundle will not quit his 
post until a successor is sent. 
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accompanied by an Indian and a boy, after a difficult and 
somewhat adventurous trip, Rundle arrived at Norway House. 
There he met his old friend Duncan Ross, and the Reverend 
William Mason, who had taken Evans' place. The work at 
Norway House had progressed immensely, now boasting ~ 
church, school house, and thirty dwellings. 
Rundle left for York Factory in company with three 
Indians, all of whom were prayer leaders or lay preachers. 
It was quite a wonderful experience for him to travel with 
such a fine crew, and through such a peaceful country. York 
Factory was reached on September 3rd, and the next day being 
Sunday, Rundle held two services. The following Saturday he 
boarded the ship which was to bear him to England, and left 
the Western scene, after an absence t~o.m his native land of 
more than eight years, forever. 8 
8 Although the Journal, September 3rd,l848,p.l02 1 
has: "We reached ••••• on Saturday. The next day, being 
Sunday, I held two services. This was my last Sunday in the 
country", there is evidence to show that Rundle really left 
from York Factory. The Methodist Magazine,l850,p.333, has 
a report by the Reverena William Mason which states that 
Rundle went to York Factory in the fall of 1848, and that 
the Missionary Society in England will be able to talk with 
him on the state of the Methodist Missions in the North 
West Territories. cf.also Methodist Ma~azine,l849,p.893, 
where Mason reports to the Missionary ociety-rn-London: 
"As Mr.Rundle visited Oxford House and York Factory, he 
will make you acquainted with the pressing necessity for 
help there, as well as the wants of his own extensive 
circuit. 11 
CHAPTER X 
THE MINISTRY IN ENGLAND 
~ Various ApPOintments. The ministry of the 
Reverend Robert Terrill Rundle 1nnEngland after his return 
from the North West Territories of the Hudson's Bay Company 
amounted to some 48 yeara. In 1849 he was regularly appointed 
to ministerial circuit work in his native Cornwall, at 
Falmouth,1 going from there after one year to the London 
District at Ware and Bishop Stortford. 2 He remained in the 
l Methodist Magazine,l849,p.967. 
a Ibid,l850,p.883. Looking through the Methodist 
Ma~azine from 1~90, we find that Rundle occupied the 
ro lowing stations: 
1850-51 
1852-53 
1854-55 
1855-56 
1857-58 
1859-61 
1862 
1863-64 
1865-67 
1868-70 
1871 
1872; 
1873-75 
London District, Ware and Bishop Stortford 
Sheffield District, Worksop 
Nottingham and Derby District, Cromford 
Newcastle District, Morpeth 
Norwich and Lynn District, Swaffham 
Oxford District, Kineton 
Bedford and Northampton District, Higham-Ferrera: 
Birmingham and Shrewsbury District, Bromsgrove 
Bath District, Keinton 
Birmingham and Shrewsbury District, Ludlow 
Hull District, Owston Ferry, near Bawtry 
Swansea District, Tredegar 
Bristol District, Ledbury 
, For the remainder of his ministry we are indebted 
to the Journal,p.l03. On this page is a letter, evidently 
written by Nary Rundle, and an account of the missinnary's 
life, probably by the same person. 
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the active ministry until his superannuation in 1887, living 
in many parts of England. 3 
The Declining Years. From 1887 on, Rundle resided 
chiefly in Wolverhampton until his death in 1896. 4 We know 
little of his declining years. An illuminating reference 
by the Reverend Egerton R. Young sheds some light on the 
missionary's last days. 
It was the privilege of the writer to meet Mr. 
Rundle in England more than fifty years after he 
had begun his good work. • • He was then in good 
health, a grand old veteran, quietly resting until 
the summons should come that would bring him to his 
full reward. Since the interview Mr. Rundle has gone 
home.5 
3 Journal,p.l03. 
4 Loc.cit. There are three portraits of Rundle 
which are known-rQ the writer. One is a small one belonging 
to the writer which he found in Edmonton. Also there are 
two large ones, one in the McDougall Memorial Chapel, 
Edmonton, and the other in the Provincial Library there. 
Both give Rundle's dates wrongly as 1811-86. The·assertion 
of the Journal,p.l03, is supported by the Methodist Magazine, 
1890,p.558, where is given a list of survivors of the 
candidates for the ministry received on trial fifty years 
previously at the first Newcastle Conference in 1840. The 
name of Rundle is given as Supernumerary. cf.post p.l54. 
5 Young, James Evans,pp.l33,138. 
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The aged servant of God found great delight in going 
from house to house on errands of personal evangelism, and 
was extremely popular. 6 He passed away at Garstang, in the 
county of Lancashire, in the eighty-fifth year of his life, 
and the fifty-sixth of his ordination. His Obituary Notice 
read as follows: 7 
Robert Terrill Rundle was a grandson of William 
Carvosso, and was born in Cornwall in 1811. Under 
the fostering care of a godly mother he was well 
instructed in the things of God, and, while yet 
young, received the assurance of divine favour, a 
blessing which he never lost. It was not long before 
he began to exercise his gifts in work for Christ. 
The inward call being confirmed by the voice of the 
Church, he devoted his life to the Christian Minist~ 
and was sent in due course to the Institution. In 
1840 he went as Missionary to the great North West. 
For a short time he held a chaplaincy under the 
Hudson's Bay Company. But no perfunctory discharge 
of formal duties could content his zeal. Regarding 
himself as debtor to all, he sought and found 
opportunities for service among the natives of 
6 Maclean, Vanguards of Canada,p.64. 
7 The writer received this from Irene Longstaff, 
Librarian of the Methodist Missionary Society, London, 
England. It appeared in the Minutes of Conference for 1896. 
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Saskatchewan valley, and great success attended his 
labours. Among the Crees, the Fall, and pre-eminent~ 
the Blackfeet Indians, a work was done, the results 
of which will only be known at the great day. 
Throughout this region the name of Mr. Rundle is 
still held in grateful and appreciative estimation. 
After eight years of exhausting labours he was 
compelled through ill health to return home, and to 
retire for a season from public life. He cherished 
the hope of further work abroad, but this was not 
permitted him. From 1850 to 1886 he laboured in this 
country, faithfully fulfilling the ordinary duties 
of circuit life. His preaching was earnest, and his 
conversation racy and interesting. His visits to the 
homes of the people were welcome and helpful. Such, 
however, was the unaffected himility of his spirit, 
that few had any idea of his real greatness, as it 
had been displayed in days gone by in the frequent 
perils of the Saskatchewan mission. He exchanged 
mortality for life at Garstang, February 4th,l896. 
CHAPTER XI 
S~~RY AND CONCLUSIONS 
I. SUMMARY 
The Purpose 2[ ~ Dissertation. The purpose of 
this dissertation is to describe and evaluate the missionary 
work done on the Saskatchewan by the Reverend Robert Terrill 
Rundle. Its contribution lies in this, that now, for the 
first time, a systematic attempt has been made to gather 
together all the available material concerning Rundle, to 
correct certain errors long held concerning him, and to 
present new information discovered by the writer on his life 
and work. 
The Importance 2£ Rundle's ~· The importance of 
Rundle's work consists in the laying of a religious 
foundation for the present flourishing Protestantism of the 
modern provinces of Alberta, Saskatchewan, and to a lesser 
extent Manitoba. He established the Christian work for the 
first time among the Indian tribes of the Saskatchewan. His 
labors were largely responsible for the peaceful acceptance 
of the rule of the white man by the Indian, and the 
prevention of great bloodshed. Rundle also taught the 
Indians to read and write by means of the Cree Syllabic 
system of writing invented by James Evans, his 
1M 
Superintendent of Norway House at the head of Lake Winnipeg. 
Previous Related Studies on the Life of Rundle. ~~~~ ~~~~ ---~~ -- ---~ -- ~~~ 
Previous related studies on the life of Rundle were obliged 
to depend on secondary sources for the scanty material which 
they presented. This was due to the fact that Rundle took 
all his papers home with him to England in 1848. There they 
remained until 1914 when Mary Rundle, his daughter, sent 
them to Mrs. Warren of Banff. This lady was the 
representative of the Banff Chapter of the Independent 
Daughters of the Empire. They wished to name their chapter 
in honor of the first white man ever to set foot on the site 
of their city. The papers then went to the Provincial 
Library, Edmonton, and were borrowed from there by J.E.A. 
MacLeod, of Calgary, who had four typewritten journals made 
of the notes. He then returned them to Edmonton. Since then 
the primary Rundle papers have been lost. 
The Secondary Materials. The secondary materials 
used by previous writers on Rundle's life -- incidentally 
the sum total of the accounts amount to only a few 
paragraphs -- are the Methodist Magazine,l840-45; which 
contains some reports by Rundle to the Missionary Society 
in London, England; the book Vanguards 2t Canada, by John 
Maclean, on outstanding Methodists of the Canadian Church; 
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Methodism in ~Middle !!!11 by J.H.Riddell, a history of 
Canadian Methodism in the West; a pamphlet, Rundle ~ 
Alberta,l840-48, published at the celebration of the Rundle 
Centenary at Edmonton in 1940 by a group of United Church 
of Canada clergymen, and various magazines and books 
containing brief references to Rundle. All these are 
deficient in information, and all contain errors. 
~ ~Sources 2£ Information. The writer has drawn 
on several sources of information not used by any previous 
writer on the life of Rundle. These are the Journal made 
from his private papers; the Methodist Magazines before 1840 
and after 1848; the Berry-Roe Manuscript, found in the 
Archives of the McDougall Memorial Chapel, Edmonton, written 
in longhand, and being a history of the early days in the 
West; J.E.A.MacLeod of Calgary, noted Western historian, who 
gave the author much information on Rundle's wanderings and 
on the history of the Journal; the Hudson's Bay Company 
employees with their recollections of Company history; the 
book Wanderings 2[ ~ Artist among ~ Indians 2f North 
America by Paul Kane, which gives several references to 
Rundle; the diary of William Carvosso in Memoirs of ~ 
William Carvosso, edited by his son Benjamin Carvosso, being 
the life and labors of Rundle's grandfather, an eminent 
English evangelist; and the various recollections 
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of several individuals in the Edmonton area. 
The Life of Rlmdle ~ to !:!!!_ leaving for ~ ~· 
Robert Terrill Rundle was born in the village of Mylor, 
Cornwall, England, on June 18th,l8ll. His parents were pious 
members of the Methodist Church,. and his whole background 
was one of religion. His maternal grandfather, William 
Carvosso, was a noted lay evangelist among his fellow 
Cornishmen, and a fine example of the best lay life of the 
Apostolic Church. His mother's brother, Benjamin Carvosso, 
was a Methodist minister, and for ten years served as a 
missionary in Australia. 
In the year 1839, after having had a deep religious 
experience, Rundle offered himself for the Methodist 
ministry and was sent to college. The next year he chose to 
volunteer for the missionary work of the North West Area 
of the Hudson's Bay Territories, spending more than eight 
years in the Saskatchewan. 
The ~ 2£ Rundle. Rundle's center of operations 
was Fort Edmonton. From here he visited all the forts and 
Indian encampments within a radius of 400 miles. This 
included Fort Assinaboine and Fort Lesser Slave Lake to 
the north; Forts Pitt and Carlton to the East; Rooky 
Mountain House to the west; and all the Indian camps in 
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the area. Here he introduced Christianity to the Blackfeet, 
Assinaboines, Crees, Stonies, and Sarcees, teaching them to 
read and write in their own language by the Cree Syllabic 
system of writing invented by the Reverend James Evans, 
Rundle's superintendent. He founded the Mission at Pigeon 
Lake, _and was indirectly responsible for the rise of 
residential schools for the Indians at Morley and Edmonton 
in Alberta. Due largely to his work the Edmonton area 
remained at peace during the Riel Rebellion of 1885. Same of 
the Chiefs who came under Rundle's influence gave their 
lives for the cause of peace. Rundle's work was largely 
responsible for the Indian of the West accepting the White 
Man's rule with little friction. Rundle also was an 
explorer, and was the first white man to stand on the site 
of modern Banff in the Bow valley. The first missionary to 
take up permanent residence on the Saskatchewan, he 
endured hardships innumerable in his attempts to 
Christianize the masses of nomads who roamed the plains of 
the Saskatchewan, and the forests of the north. He also 
had difficulties with the Company whose employee he was. 
The matters of Sabbath Observance, the settlement of the 
Indians, and their education, not to mention the use of 
strong liquor in trading were points of difference. 
Traveling on horseback or by canoe in summer, and by dog 
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carriole in winter, Rundle covered a great area and had 
several near escapes from death. He left an impression on 
the natives which lasted for many years according to various 
travelers and workers in the Saskatchewan, namely the 
Reverend Thomas Woolsey who followed him in 1855; Archdeacon 
Tims of the Anglican Church who labored among the Blackfeet; 
and the Earl of Southesk who made an exploratory trip 
through the Saskatchewan and the Rockies in 1859 and the 
year following. 
The Subsequent Ministry ~England. In the summer 
of 1848 Rundle established a mission at Pigeon Lake with the 
help of Benjamin Sinclair, a native helper ~ent fram Norway 
House. Finally, af~er hearing of the death of James Evans, 
and a serious accident to his arm, Rundle decided to return 
to Englan~ intending to return later to the Saskatchewan. 
In England he engaged in the regular circuit work of the 
Methodist Church, living in many parts of England. He was 
superannuated in 1887, and died February 4th, 1896, at 
Garstang, Lancashire. 
II. CONCLUSIONS 
THE SALIENT FEATURES OF RUNDLE'S FIELD 
~Field. Robert Terrill Rundle, the first white 
resident missionary on the Saskatchewan, worked for eight 
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years on a field the chief characteristics of which were: 
1. The area had no Church organization, buildings, 
or leaders. Rundle used the Company buildings, or the tents 
o!' the Indians. 
2. His people were barbarous nomads. Rundle was 
obliged to use interpreters, often intractable men. The 
Indians were ignorant, credulous, and superstitious, 
constantly at war with one another, and made worse by the 
trade liquor given them by the Company. 
3. The white population was small, indifferent to 
religion, busy trading furs to the exclusion of all else, 
and confusing to the Indians because of their lack of 
Christian principles. 
4. The area of the field was huge, roughly 800 
miles east and west, and 400 north and south. Travel was 
difficult, and the climate was extreme. 
5. The Difficulties were Numerous. The missionary 
had trouble with the Company over Sabbath Observance, the 
settlement and education of the Indians, and the liquor 
given the Indians in trade. The Roman priests caused Rundle 
trouble by their proselytism, doctrines, political 
dissention, superstitious practices, and their compromising 
attitude towards the Company leading to laxity of morals. 
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There was no precedent for Rundl. e to follow. He was forced 
to forcul ate his o~rm strategy. His nearest cell eague was 
1200 miles a'"'ay at Norway House. He was isola ted, and 
rece~vedlittle help from the Missionary 8::)ciety in England. 
II. THE ~TALI TIES EVIDE:JT IN HIS ·voRK 
.Q. Rundle displayed a kindliness and goodv.ill, a 
willingness to share hg,rdship s and privations, and to give 
w1;at he had without reservation. On the one hand, he was 
dili!3ent and fearless, and refused to c:ompro ise with 
questi:::nable practises. On the other hand he was of a peaceful 
di spo si tion, avoided argument, and preached a simple C-o sp el. 
III. METHODS 
A. The Admirable Qualities in R.mdle 's Methods. 
(a) Rundle's methods were systematic and regular. He 
kept a certain itinerary with comparative precision between 
the forts and the camps. At each place in this circuit he 
organized a Society and classes. Systematic instruction vvas 
given before baptism and_ confirmation, and translations 
end guide books provided :"'or the Indians in their OMl tongu• 
(b) Rundle aawtthat the hope for the Indian peoples 
1 ay in their young people, and everywhere he catechized them, 
encouraging them to p arti cip ate in ·,~Vorship by singing, 
speaking, and recitation. 
(c) Rlndl e sought to make the Indian independent 
164 
in the exercise of his religion by training 1 eaders among 
them, and preaching on Biblical themes. The fact that men 
like s-u thesk heard the natives singing the 01ri stian hymns, 
taught them by ?undl e, and regularly observing Christian 
worship, long after Rlndle had left, is indicative of the 
effectiveness of Rundle's work. 
B. The Deficiencies of his Methods. It is possible 
to cri ti ci se run en. e for spending too much time within the 
stockades, f'Jr keeping po_or records, for not conservi.ng his 
en-c-org·ies, for nsgl eating the white population for the native, 
for complaining too much of ill health, for not cooperating 
-~-i th the O:>mpany, a_nd trying to cover too l"'crge an area. 
However, in reply to this it may be said that the 
forts were constantly receiving visitors, and effective work 
could be done 1:Vi thin the pickets. Rundle 's aim was the 
salvation of souls. The keept:gg of records was secondary to 
him, as was the conservation of his strength. He con-Pines 
his complaints to the C:Ournal, and does not make them 
public. Had he paid as much at" ention to the whi tea as to 
the natives that would have been grossly unfair, since the 
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white population amounted to only a handful of people. 
Rundle probably could have confined himself to a smaller 
area, although the extent of his territory would most likely 
have been decided by his Superintendent. 
IV. THE PERMANENT RESULTS 
A. Institutions. Rundle founded the Mission at 
Pigeon Lake with the help of Benjamin Sinclair. Indirectly 
his work resulted in the establishing of two Indian 
Residential Schools, Morley and Edmonton, both located in 
areas which Rundle made central in his operations. 
B. The Education £! ~ Indians. Rundle taught the 
Indians to read and write in their own language by means of 
the Cree Syllabic, to lead devotional meetings, to raise 
and train their own leaders, and to be independent in the 
exercise of their religion. His work prepared the way for 
the Indian to accept the rule of the White peacefully. 
The Riel Rebellion, which caused such bloodshed and misery 
in the central and eastern prairies, left the Edmonton area 
relatively untouched in 1885. 
c. Rundle's Effect 2a ~White Population. The only 
white population of any extent was at Edmonton. Rundle here 
conducted services for the white population regularly, and 
even Gaelic services in his own quarters. The white 
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population was not M:~thodist. '!he Ehglish were li>iscopaJ.ians, 
the Scotch Presbyterians, and the Irish Roman Catholics. John 
Rowand, Chief Factor, although he gave Rundle every help, 
was a staunch Romanist. John Edward Harriott appears to have 
been profoundly influenced by R.tndle, and did an immense 
amount of translating and interpreting for the missionary. 
Otherwise there is little indication of R.mdle 's work 
having any appreciable effect on the white population. Its 
floatingpropensities would make contact difficult for any 
1 ength of time. The smallness of the white population, the 
overwhelming interest of rundl.e in the natives, and the 
great interest of many of the aborigines in the Gospel, 
would tend to cause rundl e to neglect mention of his work 
among the whites. 
D. A Comoarison of ~ Work of Rlndle and :arans. 
Rundle, despite the -f'act that the country was more orimi tive, 
and his nati vee 1 ess docile, than those -:;f the missionaries 
farthsr east, had re~ul ts just as imposing as theirs. A 
perusal of the entire Journal --,incomplete as it is --
shows a total of 445 baptisms, roughly one third adults, 
and tl1i rty marriages. The number of baptisms credited to 
James Evans of Norway H:>use is 193, of which 77 were adults, 
and 27 marriagest A comparison of these figures throws a 
favorable light on the results of Rlndl e 's work. 
1 Egerton R. Young, Apostle of ~ North,p. 2)0 
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